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He is risen!

Picture by H.abanil (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)],
via Wikimedia Commons
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Minister’s Letter
Dear friends,

to you, which you also
received and in which you
stand. You are being saved
through it if you hold on to
the message I preached to
you, unless somehow you
believed it for nothing.

My letter this month consists of a
‘thank you’ and a ‘please’:
Thank you for all your work for
Holy Week and Easter: sorting
and distributing leaflets; organising
teams; buying in supplies and
accounting for them; laying tables;
serving breakfast or refreshments;
ensuring the church and hall were
clean, warm and bright; acting as
stewards; decorating the church
with flowers and the symbols of the
season; taking part in special
services and in the walk of witness;
talking with friends and inviting
them along; praying, speaking,
playing and singing, whether with
the St Margaret’s Singers or as part
of the congregation ─ and no doubt
doing other things which are not
mentioned here.
If I’ve missed
you out, please
forgive me.

I passed on to you as most
important
what
I
also
received: Christ died for our
sins
in
line
with
the
scriptures, he was buried,
and he rose on the third day
in line with the scriptures.
He appeared to Cephas,
then to the Twelve, and then
he appeared to more than
five hundred brothers and
sisters at once... So then,
whether you heard the
message from me or [the
other apostles], this is what
we preach and this is what
you have believed.
1 Corinthians 15: 1-6a, 11
(CEB)

The cross and
resurrection of
Jesus are at the
heart
of
our
Christian
faith
and it is good to
take
time
to
concentrate on
them. St Paul says to the church in
Corinth in one of the earliest
apostolic writings:

Please support the Holiday Week
for over 65s from 13 to 17 April.
If you are in the target group,
please could I encourage you to
come along yourself to one or more
mornings (10am-12.15pm) and to
bring a friend or neighbour?
The success of this venture depends
on a reasonable number of people
coming each day. People are more
likely to come through personal
invitation and in the company of
someone they know than on their

Brothers and sisters, I want
to call your attention to the
good news that I preached
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own in response to a printed leaflet.
Molly and her team have created a
varied entertainment and activity
programme with time to relax over a
cup of tea and coffee with something
to eat. Please pick up a leaflet in
the church and fill in the form, if
possible by 9 April.

Alternatively, If you would like to
volunteer to help, please speak to
Molly on 667 2137. You don’t have
to help all week, but could choose a
day or two.
May we all know the joy and peace
of the Easter message,
John

CHRISTIAN AID SOUP LUNCH
SUNDAY 10 MAY
Soup lunch after the service for Christian Aid

Edinburgh Telephone Choir singing in the church on Friday 27 March—part of
an Easter concert with Dunedin Wind Band.
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In the Shadow of the Moon
On the morning of 20 March I joined
a crowd of about 500 people outside
the Scottish Parliament to watch the
eclipse of the Sun as it came up
over Arthur’s Seat. It was a magical
moment. And yet it wasn’t magic at
all. It was a natural phenomenon of
mathematical
symmetry.
Two
perfectly round balls, by a strange
co-incidence almost exactly the
same size, crossed each other’s path
and left us in their 94 per cent
shadow for 7.5 minutes.

can contribute to the economy of
our country through our work or
how we spend our money. We can
contribute to the lives of the people
around us and to our wider
community. As the poet, priest and
MP John Donne wrote in 1624; “no
man is an island entire of itself,
everyman is a piece of the
continent, a part of the main…
therefore never send to know for
whom the bells tolls, it tolls for
thee.”

The crowd gasped from time to time
when a thin veil of cloud allowed us
to look directly at the crescent of
sunlight as it tilted and changed
colour from yellow to red and back
to yellow again. We were just bystanders in this drama in the sky.
What mighty forces were at work!
The burning Sun is large enough to
contain 1.3 million Earths and our
tiny Moon, a quarter of the size of
our wee planet, was standing in its
way. But only for a few moments.
Solar eclipses happen only twice, or
at most five times a year, whenever
the tilting orbits of the Earth and
Moon cross. And, of course, we only
see an eclipse on our part of the
planet every decade or so…if the sky
happens to be clear!

We have a clanging example in front
of us this month in the run-up to the
general election. We might feel our
vote doesn’t count in the universe of
politics where mighty forces are at
play and where the physics of
Westminster may mean nothing
much will change. But like oceans
are made up of drops, politics is
made up of votes. So I hope
everyone will participate on polling
day. Democracy, like the solar
eclipse, isn’t magic but it is magical.
And if we all play our part, the ballot
boxes will reveal what’s best for our
country and our planet.

It’s not much wonder that ancient
peoples regarded the solar eclipse
as a sign from the gods. In a way,
it still is a sign from God. It’s a
reminder of our small part in the
Universe. But it’s also a reminder
that we ARE part of the Universe.
We can each play a small role in
preserving our planet. Each of us

John Knox
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And Through the Dark a Brilliant Light
A concert to celebrate the life, work and legacy
of James Clerk Maxwell
Part of the Edinburgh International Science Festival
11 April, 3pm–4.30pm
National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh
Cost: £8 (£6 concession). To book go to: www.sciencefestival.co.uk
The story of Maxwell’s life is narrated by Howie Firth of Orkney International
Science Festival and accompanied by music and song from Andy & Flora
Munro. Local Galloway musicians from Parton, Joe & Gillie Hodson and Doreen
Prentice will play pieces by Sir John Clerk of Penicuik, from whose family
Maxwell was descended. Some of Maxwell’s poems will be read by Elspeth
Brown. The performance will conclude with a toast to Maxwell given by the
present owner of Glenlair, Capt. R. D. Ferguson.

How to Get to Heaven from Scotland
A Scots lady was testing children in
her Glasgow Sunday School class to
see if they understood the concept
of getting into heaven. She asked
them, “If I sold my house and my
car, had a big jumble sale and give
all my money to the church, would
that get me into heaven?”

and
loved
my
husband, would
that get me into
heaven?”
Again, they all
answered “No!”
She was bursting
with
pride
for
them
and
continued,
“Then
how can I get into
heaven?”

“No!” the children answered.
“If I cleaned the church every day,
mowed the garden and kept
everything tidy, would that get me
into heaven?”

A six year old boy shouted, “Yuv got
tae be deid!”

Again, the answer was “No!”
By now she was starting to smile.
“Well, then, if I was kind to animals
and gave sweets to all the children

Author: Peter Crook, from
www.parishwindow.co.uk

5

Christian Aid Week
Sunday 10-Saturday 16 May
Our parish door to door collection will
take place between 10 and 16 May 2015.
Last year we collected £2,906 for
Christian Aid. We are grateful to our
team of volunteers who collect around
our parish each year.
We will also be holding a soup lunch after
the service on Sunday 10 May with
donations going to Christian Aid.
For further information, please speak to
Elizabeth McLeod, 667 1475.

Edinburgh Churches for Sanctuary
Request for Help
Craigmillar Park Church has now
joined this group of churches
working
towards
successful
resettlement of Syrian refugees in
Edinburgh, and I will be the contact
for our church within the broader
group.

letter writing, petition signing, or
using social media. This will be a lot
of work.
All church reps have
therefore been asked to pass on a
request for volunteers to help with
it.
If you are supportive of the idea,
and can spare any time in April and
May to help in any way, please do
get in touch with me; we would be
very grateful.

The first stage of this involves
encouraging city councillors to
approve the plan in May. If this is
successful there will be further work
to be done to ensure that individuals
are
welcomed
and
integrated
harmoniously.

NB if you need any more information
about the campaign please let me
know, or see their Facebook page (a
website for ECS is currently under
construction).

So at the moment we are focussing
on publicising the idea within the
churches, and among other groups
in the city, and asking as many
supporters of it as possible to inform
and encourage their councillors, by

Many thanks,
Ann Thanisch
Tel. 477 2430
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Crossword
with a
Musical Theme
by Roger Paton

Answers on page 12
Across

Down

7 I destroy stews to end up with
1960s musical (4,4,5)

1 Rave about "Forces Favourite" (4)
2 Abbey Lane is a famous one (6)

8 Old man in tune with string
instrument (8)

3 They can play first or second in an
orchestra (7)

9 Felines on the London stage (4)

4 Ball player on trumpet (5)

10 Lennon and McCartney wrote a
song about this Lady (7)

5 Used to play the drums (6)

12 About stars in the sky, not
singers! (5)

6 I too roar during this musical
composition (8)

14/19 Joseph had a technicolour
one (5,4)

11 Bing was a famous one (1,7)
13 Operating or stage (7)

16 Ghost of the Opera? (7)

15 Am tops at this lively jazz
dance (1,5)

19 See 14

17 Close to (6)

20 Enacted a social afternoon
occasion (3-5)

18 Hide away (5)

22 Was LLoyd Webber sad about
this show? (3,10)

21 Music left part of a symbol (4)
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Every year, all congregations of the Church of Scotland pay a proportion of
their income in order to meet the costs of their Minister and to support and
enable the wider work of the Church. 86% of these contributions come
straight back to local congregations in the shape of a Minister. The remaining
14% is used for the wider purposes of the Church and also to support the
administrative functions needed for any large organisation: payroll, health
and safety, legal advice, travel and subsistence for members attending
meetings, accounts preparation and many more. The above letter explains
this in more detail. Please feel free to ask the Minister or Session Clerk if you
need more information about these payments.

Sight Village
Sight Village is returning to Edinburgh on Tuesday 21 April with their range of
aids for people with impaired sight. Everyone is welcome at the Hilton Hotel,
Grosvenor Street from 10am till 3pm.
Isabel W Smith
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Dates For Your Diary
April
Sun
Sun
Thu
Sun
Sun

5 at 10.30am – Holy Communion for Easter Sunday
5 at 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home
9 at 7.30pm – The Congregational Board meets in the Session Rm
12 at 10.30am – Morning Worship with Confirmation
12 at 3pm – The Guild Daffodil Tea in aid of Marie
Curie
Sun 12 at 4pm – NCT General Election Hustings King’s
Hall, S Clerk St
Mon 13-Fri 17, 10am–12.15pm - Holiday Week for the
over 55s at CPC
Sun 19 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Tue 21, 10am-3pm – Sight Village Hilton Hotel, Grosvenor St
Tue 21 – NB The Kirk Session will not meet on this day
Sun 26 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 26 at 7pm – Closing concert Mayfield Salisbury Festival of Sacred Music

May
Sun 3 at 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy Communion afterwards
Wed 6 at 5pm – Cameron Toll Chaplaincy Prayer outside Costa
Wed 6 at 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together City of Edinburgh Methodists
Thu 7 from 7am to 10pm – General Election
Sun 10-Sat 16 – Christian Aid Week
Sun 10 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun10 after the service – Christian Aid soup lunch
Thu 14 at 3.15pm - Christian Worship (Ascension Day) at St Margaret’s
Care Home
Sat 16-Fri 22 – The General Assembly meets
Sun 17 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 24 at 10.30am – Morning Worship (Day of Pentecost)
Sun 31 at 10.30am – Morning Worship (Trinity Sunday)

Congregational Register
Death: Mrs Chris Nicholson, 13 Rankin Avenue, Edinburgh EH9 3DD
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Duties
5th April is Communion (Easter Sunday)
12th & 19th April – Convener: Roger Paton (664 2877)
Flora Paton, Ann Thanisch, Peter Thanisch, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye,
Seonaid Wilson
26th April & 3rd May – Convener: Isobel Smith
Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Butler, David Cargill, Kathleen
Cockerell
10th & 17th May – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
John Kelly, Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri

Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Apr 2015
5th

Pauline Weibye

Christopher McLeod

Norman Weibye

12th

Elizabeth McLeod

John Kelly

Ian Breadon

19th

Sandra Lamb

David Topping

Julia Yarker

26th

Astrid Gracie

Danny McQueen

Roger Paton

3rd

Roger Paton

Norman Weibye

Ian Breadon

10th

Colin Aitken

Christopher McLeod

Norman Weibye

May 2015

Mayfield Milers
The
Mayfield
Milers
would
warmly welcome new members
from
neighbouring
congregations.
We have a
varied programme of walks,
sometimes in Edinburgh but
often
in
the
surrounding
countryside.
Walks
are
generally around 3 to 4 miles
with a longer one monthly,

usually on a Saturday. We aim to
include
something
to
suit
everyone
and
whenever
possible use public transport.
If you would enjoy meeting
friends
and
exploring
the
countryside,
please
contact
Eileen
Watson
for
further
information – 0131 622 0491 or
eileen.h.watson@blueyonder.co.uk
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The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is
Sunday 19 April. Please send items to Ruth by email—
prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev John Urquhart

14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623
minister@craigmillarpark.org

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer & Depute
Session Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Roger Paton

0131 664 2877
rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Caring Service

Christine Thomson

0131 667 5145

Organist

Edward Cuthbert

organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillarpark.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
Clues Across: (7) West Side Story, (8) Mandolin, (9) Cats,
(10) Madonna, (12) Astro, (14)&(19) Dream Coat, (16) Phantom,
(19) See 14 Across, (20) Tea-Dance, (22) Les Miserables
Clues Down: (1) Vera, (2) Studio, (3) Violins, (4) Kenny, (5) Sticks,
(6) Oratorio, (11) Bing, (13) Theatre, (15) A Stomp, (17) Nearby,
(18) Stash, (21) Clef

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061
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