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Minister’s Letter
I picked up a copy of the Palmerston Place church magazine for March from
the stand at the door, when it was my turn to inspect property records for
presbytery. (Yes, inspecting records is every bit as dull as it sounds, but
necessary.) I later found that my presbytery chaplain, Margaret Gordon DCS,
had also read the same magazine. In conversation together, we were both
impressed and inspired by the same article and spent some time talking about
it together. So, not wanting to keep it to ourselves, I have asked the author,
the Rev Colin Sinclair, if we could republish it. This then is his Minister’s
Letter, reproduced below, with thanks to Colin:
Dear Friends

are called to be then not surprisingly
people will look elsewhere for what
they want. Here then are four
suggestions to help reinvigorate our
church and each is an act of love.

What can we do to become the
church that God wants us to
become? The Church, God’s new
society, can too quickly and too
easily become a passive institution
where people come, sit, pray, give
and that’s all. It seems a long way
from the movement that threatened
to turn the world upside down. It is
a lot less than the way the New
Testament describes the mission of
the Church in which every member
plays their part, they actively
participate and their contribution is
welcomed. If we fail to be what we

1) Radical hospitality: We are
fortunate that every week we have
visitors to our church. Some are just
passing through, some come on a
whim but some are looking for
somewhere to belong. Our aim
should be to make sure we make
them welcome. That goes far further
than the welcome team at the
beginning and coffee and tea at the
end, though both play a vital part. It
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involves seeking to understand them
and being glad to be with them. It
includes caring curiosity and the
instinct to be a friend even though
it’s not your ‘job.’ It will be
accepting, no matter what, and will
always be profoundly relational. Of
course it will take time and can be
unnerving, surprising, and messy.
But it is worth it!
2) Fearless conversation: It is not
surprising we find it difficult to share
our faith with others outside the
church when we find it hard enough
4) Divine anticipation: Here is the
to talk about the things that really
key that makes church so exciting
matter within it. All conversation
and keeps you on your toes. It is
includes seeking to understand. It
realising that God is actively
requires listening, really listening,
involved - all the time. It is grasping
before speaking and may include
God’s power, accepting there are
asking
great
questions
even
things we can’t explain but trusting
‘wondering’ questions. People must
the Holy Spirit. Do you come to
allow others to talk
church
expecting
and
to
share,
God
to
show
up?
“The
Church...can
too
knowing they will
Do
you
believe
faith
be
offered
quickly and too easily
is relevant - and
nonjudgmental
realise that God is
become
a
passive
responses. Through
relevant
to
it all we are trusting
institution... It seems a everyone however
in the Holy Spirit
they express it? Are
long way from the
and believe that
you willing to tell
God is on our side.
movement that
others - in an
3)
Genuine
authentic,
natural
threatened to turn the
humility: We have
way - what God is
not got it all sorted.
world upside down. ”
doing in our own
We are all on a
lives and in the
journey and so will
lives of others? Do you trust that
be enriched on it when we are open
God will do what only God can do?
to learning from others whatever
Maybe these four acts of love would
their story or age. If we are willing
help in the renewal of our church as
to admit mistakes and try and put
we move towards Easter together.
people first, communicating directly
with
them
in
straightforward
Blessings
language then watch the difference.
Colin
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Lent Studies – 2016
A group of us from Craigmillar Park,
with others from Mayfield Salisbury,
Reid Memorial, and St Columba’s
churches, met during the five weeks
of Lent to follow the Christian Aid
study guide on climate change. This
was founded on the flooding in
Bangladesh but the recent flooding
in Scotland and its effects on local
residents made the problem easier
to appreciate.
to how we should react to various
situations
eg.
exploitation,
understanding of the position of
others, and injustice.

We began with the celebration of
God’s world in Psalm 104, followed
by the account of its creation and
the responsibility we have been
given
to
husband
it.
“Lord, you have
We
then
made so many looked
at
the
Fall,
things!
and God’s
How wisely you reaction,
resulting in
made them all!” Noah and
the Flood,
Psalm 104:24
followed by
God’s
covenant with the people that the
Flood would not be repeated. In this
context we looked at Paul’s vivid
description in Romans of the
sufferings of creation like the
agonies of childbirth – painful but
productive. As we studied these
Bible texts we were encouraged to
explore the effects humans have on
our land and its inhabitants. This led
on to a discussion of the Jewish year
of Jubilee and what it means for us
today. The seven verses from
Proverbs were a very good guide as

All this led up to a consideration of
the New Jerusalem as envisaged by
Isaiah. We
considered
“If you oppress
how we had
fallen short poor people, you
on
our
insult the God
stewardship
and
were who made them;
encouraged
but kindness
with God’s
shown to the
help
to
discover
poor is an act of
how
we
worship.”
could alter
the present
Proverbs 14:31
effects
of
climate
change on our planet individually,
locally, nationally, and perhaps
internationally.
This study was not only Bible based,
making us think about God’s world,
but was also an inspiration to
prayerful action.
Isabel Smith
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Crossword

Answers on page 12

by Roger Paton

Across

Down

7 She wrote about her amateur sleuth
Lord Peter Wimsey (6)

1 Soldier who wrote "Bulldog
Drummond" (6)

8 Scottish magistrate (6)

2 Was Thelma at the tiller? (4)

9 Email rubbish (4)

3 Shylock was one of these (7)

10 Sail "doon the watter" to here (8)

4 Beat a sort of retreat (5)

11 Scott wrote about two of them (7)

5 Amusing poem found in Ireland (8)

13 Laurie Lee drank this with Rosie!
(5)

6 Was the jet fighter real? (6)

15 Tree found in particular churchyard?
(5)

14 Wild duck or famous steam
engine (7)

17 Electronic burglars (7)

16 Pre-electronic counter? (6)

20 Use Carol to spin a roundabout (8)

18 Gentlemen savour this taste (6)

21 Single-room accommodation in a
monastery! (4)

19 Western, Fair, etc are examples
(5)

22 Nip Sue as she is lethargic (6)

21 To use it you must first break it!
(4)

12 Carriage, station, queen (8)

23 Ar! dish up a vegetable (6)
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مرحبا
Would you like to send a
card of welcome to a Syrian
refugee settling in the Edinburgh
area through the Syrian Vulnerable
Persons
Relocation
Scheme?
Edinburgh Churches for Sanctuary is
collecting messages of greeting and
encouragement that will be delivered
to refugees on arrival in their new
homes.

idea not to
choose
one
with images of
people on it.
Why not think
about a card
with
a
landscape or
still life scene,
or something
that you think reflects Edinburgh
or Scotland, or just a simply
worded greeting?

A simple greetings card can make a
huge difference to someone arriving
in a new country and to a new life. It
is a personal gesture from one
person to another, even if they do
not know each other.

 Please don’t include your contact
details in the card. If you would
like to help welcome new arrivals
settle into Edinburgh, ECS can
take your contact details and get
in touch as opportunities arise.

A few pointers on writing a card:

 They can be as long or as short as
you like, in English or in Arabic.

In case you would like to use it, the

 Convey your welcome sincerely,

Arabic word for ‘welcome’ is
(m’arhaban).

with friendship and warmth.

مرحبا

 Consider

mentioning
your
favourite thing about the city, a
suggested activity, or time of year
to look forward to. This is a great
opportunity to help the recipient
look forward to their new life in
Edinburgh.

Please
send
messages to:

your

cards

and

Edinburgh Churches for Sanctuary
℅ Grace Church Leith
15 North Bank Street
Edinburgh
EH1 2LS

 Hand drawn cards and pictures
from children to other children are
particularly encouraging, and can
provide a family with initial
artwork to decorate their new
home!

NB 50 Syrians have already settled
in Edinburgh through VPRS, and
another 50 are expected over the
next few months.

 If you choose to buy and write a

Ann Thanisch

greetings card, it may be a good
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Divine Democracy
Abraham
Lincoln’s
Gettysburg
address is my favourite political
speech. It lasted only two minutes
and was delivered in a
weak and faltering voice
on
a
grim
civil-war
battlefield
in
Pennsylvania on a chilly
afternoon in November
1863.

idea of hierarchy. Each person was
discovered to be a free and equal
individual, capable of reading the
Bible for him or herself
and forming their own
interpretation
of
that
word “God.”
Equality may be at the
heart of our political
system but it is hard to
see it in the dust of
democracy. Lincoln links
the two ideas by ending
his speech with a plea
that “this nation, under
God, shall have a new
birth
of
freedom
and
that
government of the people, by the
people, for the people shall not
perish from the Earth.”

“Four score and ten years
ago,” Lincoln began, “our
fathers brought forth in
this continent a new
nation,
conceived
in
liberty and dedicated to
the proposition that all men are
created equal.”
Equality was a surprising and
revolutionary idea at the time,
indeed it still is. Most of us struggle
to accept it. Is my vote on 5 May
really only as valuable as the next
man’s, when I have thought long
and hard about the issues at stake,
he has given them barely a thought
and is voting apparently on a whim?
If we really are “created equal” why
am I living in a rich country with a
good education and health system
and others are living in slums on the
outskirts of Third World cities?

This great definition of democracy is
not just about voting every few
years. It’s about everyone being
involved in decisions – in our
country, in our businesses, in our
homes and in our churches – and
that those decisions should be in the
interests of all those involved.
Democracy is actually a way of life.
In a career as a journalist reporting
parliaments,
councils
and
committees,
I’ve
seen
that
democracy is tougher than it sounds.
It
involves
accepting
majority
decisions which go against us and
treating
everyone
with
equal
respect. Not easy, but, as Churchill
said, it’s the best system we’ve got
and we must defend it “whatever the
cost may be.”

In the Christian religion it seems we
are only just coming to terms with
the idea that men and women are
equal. But we still talk of Christ or
God being like a king, not exactly a
good role model, if my reading of
history is anything to go by.
I thought the Reformation was
supposed to set us free from the

John Knox
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Christian Aid Week
Sunday 15-Saturday 21 May 2016
Our parish door to door collection
will take place between 15 and 21
May 2016. Last year we collected
£2,898 for Christian Aid. We are
very grateful to our regular team
of volunteers who collect around
our parish each year, but we will
also need some new volunteers this
year.
We are planning to hold a soup lunch
after the service on Sunday 15 May with donations going to Christian Aid.
For further information, please speak to Elizabeth McLeod, 667 1475.

My Friend Kate
Kate
MacDonald
Reynolds flew to Israel
last November with her
husband, Justin, and
cat, Coleridge, to be the
minister
with
World
Mission at St Andrews
Church of Scotland in
Tiberius.
It
is
an
ecumenical post and she meets
people from all strands of the
Christian Church. She herself is from
the Scottish Episcopal Church and
has great love for God and concern
for people caught up in the country’s
conflicts.

where everything was
described in Hebrew.
And since then there
have been many issues
of concern and many
challenges too. In a
recent blog post she
writes of going through
old letters and files,
some going back over a century,
which reflect the conflict in the
history of the country, some raising
the same issues about the purpose
of the Church there.
Please pray for Kate and, if you
would like to know more she blogs
at www.revisedontology.com.

One of the first problems she
encountered was going shopping

Jean Walker
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Prayer points from the joint evening of praise and prayer at
Priestfield Parish on Thursday 17 March:

8

Guild Daffodil Tea
Sunday 10 April, 3-5pm
All welcome to come along

Lunch Club
The lunch club ladies and gentlemen continue
to enjoy the company and the lunch which is
held every Tuesday from 12.30pm. Several of
the ladies who prepare the lunches have been
busy doing the Food Hygiene course
online and have all been successful. We would
welcome any new members wishing to attend.
Flora Paton

Is your eyesight letting you down?
Sight Village is returning to Edinburgh on Tuesday 26 April
Anyone with sight problems is welcome to come to see the latest
equipment to help with reading the printed word and also hear about the
services available. The exhibition is in the Hilton Hotel, Grosvenor
Street (near Haymarket) from 10am-3pm and it is free.

Church Family News
At church on Easter Sunday we said goodbye to our organist
of 21 years, Ed Cuthbert. He has been a great asset to the
congregation and it has been a delight to hear the organ
played so well. We are grateful for all he has done over the
years; his contribution to worship, his thoughtful choice of
music and his involvement in the work to improve the condition of the organ.
Please remember him in your prayers as he takes up a new post with new
challenges as organist and choir master at St Michael’s, Inveresk.

9

Dates For Your Diary
April
Sun 3 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship with the Rev Shirley Fraser
Wed 6 Apr, 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together Reid Memorial Church
Fri 8 Apr, 10.15am – Closing meeting of Stewart’s House Men’s Club
Sun 10 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 10 Apr, 3pm – The Guild Daffodil Tea All welcome
Sun 10 Apr, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Sun 10 Apr, 4pm – NCT Scot. Parl. Election Hustings King’s Hall, S Clerk St
Tue 12 Apr, 7.30pm – Joint Gathering for Prayer in the church or chapel
Sun 17 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship Stated Annual Meeting after
Thu 21 Apr, 7.30am – The Board meets in the Session Room
Tue 26 Apr, 10am-3pm – Sight Village Hilton Hotel, Grosvenor Street
Sun 24 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm – The Kirk Session meets Pl. note the changed date

May
Sun 1 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship Holy Communion in the chapel
Tue 3 May, 6.45pm – Edinburgh Presbytery meets
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together Reid Memorial Church
Thu 5 May – Ascension Day / Scottish Parliamentary Elections
Sun 8 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 8 May, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Tue 10 May, 7.30pm – NCT committee meeting Priestfield Church
Wed 11 May, 9.30am – Big Idea planning meeting Liberton Kirk
Sun 15 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship for the Day of Pentecost
Sun 15 May – Christian Aid Lunch after the service
Sun 22 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship for Trinity Sunday

Congregational Register
New Members:
Mrs Jean Walker, 46 Relugas Road, Edinburgh EH9 2NF
Miss Christine Sloan, 12B Little Road, Edinburgh EH16 6SQ
Changes of Address:
Mr George Sneddon, now at Gylemuir N.H., 23-27 Gylemuir Road EH17 7UB
Mr & Mrs Ian Kellard, now at Cairdean House, 185 Redford Road EH13 9PN
Mrs Rosemary Jacobs, now at 10a Minto Street, Edinburgh EH9 1RG
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CHRISTIAN AID SOUP LUNCH
Sunday 15 May
Soup lunch after the service
for Christian Aid

Duties
3 & 10 April – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408)
Peter Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline
Weibye, Seonaid Wilson
17 & 24 April – Convener: Roger Paton (664 2877)
Flora Paton, Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, David
Cargill
1 & 8 May – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Kathleen Cockerell, John Kelly, John Knox, Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra
Lamb

Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Apr 2016
3rd

Colin Aitken

David Topping

Norman Weibye

10th

John Humphrey

Peter Thanisch

Ian Breadon

17th

Elizabeth McLeod

Norman Weibye

Julia Yarker

24th

David Cargill

Christopher McLeod

Roger Paton

1st

Miriam Weibye

John Kelly

Ian Breadon

8th

Christopher McLeod

David Topping

Norman Weibye

May 2016
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The deadline for items for the May edition of Prism is
Sunday 17 April. Please send items to Ruth by email—
prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev John Urquhart

14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623
minister@craigmillarpark.org

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer & Depute
Session Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Roger Paton

0131 664 2877
rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillarpark.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
Clues Across: [7] Sayers, [8] Bailie, [9] Spam, [10] Rothesay,
[11] Drovers, [13] Cider, [15] Larch, [17] Hackers, [20] Carousel,
[21] Cell, [22] Supine, [23] Radish
Clues Down: [1] Sapper, [2] Helm, [3] Usurers, [4] Abate,
[5] Limerick, [6] Mirage, [12] Victoria, [14] Mallard, [16] Abacus,
[18] Relish, [19] Isles, [21] Code
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