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Letter from the Session Clerk
Dear friends,

from Acts 10, one of the lectionary
readings
for
Easter
Sunday,
describes how Peter, encouraged by
a vision from God, enters a Gentile
home – unheard of for a devout Jew
– and ate and drank with the family.
That act was a sign that Christ died
for all of us and that he offers his
sacrifice, his love, his feast, to
everyone, worthy or not, as long as
they believe in him.
Food and
feasting are signs of life and
salvation, brought to us by our risen
Lord. Alleluia!

This newsletter will be published on
Easter Sunday, the happiest day in
the Christian year. And we will be
celebrating Holy Communion that
day, feasting on bread and wine to
celebrate the Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Many of the
stories of the disciples’ encounters
with the risen Christ show them
sharing food and drink. Think of the
meal at Emmaus or the roasted fish
on the beach at the Sea of Galilee,
prepared by Jesus himself.
But
feasting is not restricted only to
disciples, a chosen few. A passage

Every blessing
Pauline

Prayer

An empty grave sets feet running
Hearts pounding, voices telling
Things too strange, too unknown
Too wonderful for believing
Linen wrappings all that remain.
When death cannot hold in place its work
And life appears at the breaking of dawn,
We make our way to You
God this Easter day.
Walking, running, wondering,
Half-believing, certain and sure
Emerging out of the darkness of Friday,
The waiting of Saturday,
To find all fulfilled on Sunday
In a garden far away, long ago
Tended by You,
The seedbed of our life of faith
Where together we claim
We too have seen the Lord.
Amen
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OF SPRING AND SPARROWS
At long last spring is here.
I’m
always taken by surprise by the
sudden splash of colour in crocuses,
daffodils, grass and trees. But best
of all is the singing and the general
busyness of the birds. I hear the
chattering sparrows as I cycle along
Double Hedges Road. I see the
herons in the trees at Duddingston
as I arrive at the nature reserve
where I work on Tuesdays. The old
chaps who volunteer with me tell me
of their latest bird spottings – the
kingfisher, the tree creeper, the
grebe, the green wood-pecker, the
goldcrest and the very rare firecrest.
All are pecking for food, building
nests and rearing young.

carbon
and
plastic
pollution,
agricultural and forestry practices
and by simply shooting them.
Chairman Mao had a plan to kill all
sparrows in China because they
were eating too much grain.
In
Malta today they are shooting
migrating birds, just for fun. I won’t
mention what goes on in the
Scottish hills.

Even in my own little garden, there
are bluetits, magpies, pigeons and,
of course, sparrows. They are the
most common garden bird in
Scotland – 75 per cent of gardens
have them, according to the RSPB.
In Britain there are 5.3 million pairs
of sparrows, yet there has been a 71
per cent drop in their numbers over
the last 40 years.

The writers of the Bible were quite
keen on birds – they are mentioned
nearly 300 times. In Luke 12, Jesus
says:
“Are not five sparrows sold
for two farthings? And not one of
them is forgotten before God.”
We may not have a bird’s ability to
fly or do so many useful things by
instinct. We may not be so beautiful.
But we are the only creature which
has a wider view of what we are
doing. And this burdens us with
responsibility for all creatures, great
and small. It’s such a heavy burden
that we sometimes leave it all “in
God’s hands” but actually we need
to do better ourselves at looking
after our natural world.

And this is true of the bird
population in general, both on land
and at sea. A quarter of Britain’s 250
bird species are now in need of
conservation. The threatened “red
list” has grown to 67, including
favourite species like the curlew and
the puffin.
Birds have been
longer than we
years longer, and
edging them off

on the Earth far
have, 170 million
yet we seem to be
the planet by our

John Knox
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Vacancy Business
The
Nominating
Committee
is
working diligently to identify a new
minister for the linked congregations
and it will report progress as soon as
it is able to do so. In the meantime,
there are two decisions that have to
be made very soon by both kirk
sessions. One is which manse will
be used for the new minister.
The
fabric folks from both congregations
have visited the manse and the
provisional decision is that the
Craigmillar Park manse will be used.
We just have to sort out the
financial arrangements with Reid
Memorial, and get Presbytery’s
agreement, and that will be sorted.

hopefully reach agreement on the
details. We have also decided that it
would be sensible to introduce the
new start times before the new
minister starts so we have decided
in principle that we will introduce
this two or three weeks before we
invite a sole nominee to preach as
our minister, whenever that may be.
If we find a sole nominee very soon,
that means we might be changing
the time soon but, of course, it may
yet take us some time and we’d just
carry on as normal for the moment.
We know that not everyone will be
happy about this and we are sorry
for anyone who will be badly
inconvenienced. Please do speak to
one of the elders if you have
concerns and we’ll see if there is
anything we can do to help.
Remember too that we will all be
welcome in the Reid and their
members will be welcome here so, if
you find you really can’t make our
own service one Sunday, you’d be
perfectly free to attend the other
church – it will be the same minister
after all and very probably more or
less the same service.

The other is the time of our worship
services. You will remember that we
have been saying throughout that
the time for both churches will have
to change.
We will have one
minister who will be preaching every
Sunday in both churches so we have
to have start times that allow him or
her to do that relatively easily. Our
Kirk Session has discussed the
matter several times. None of us
likes major change and it has not
been an easy decision but we have
opted for an earlier start time of,
probably, 9.45. Reid Memorial is
likely to be happy with the later
start time and will be looking at,
say, 11.15.
That means both
congregations face a change of 45
minutes – for us, 45 minutes earlier
and for Reid 45 minutes later. The
Reid Kirk Session has still to decide
formally but once they have done
that, we will get together and

Pauline Weibye
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Guild Daffodil Tea
Sunday 15 April, 3pm in the church hall
This tea is open to everyone to come along and enjoy good company,
food and fellowship together

From my journal
A series of extracts by David Cargill
There are many quotations on a War Memorial built upon a German redoubt
overlooking Omaha Beach where American Forces landed on D-Day. I noticed
this one as being especially memorable:
“I hate war as only a soldier who has lived it can. Yet there is one thing
to be said on the credit side. Victory required a mighty manifestation of
the most enabling qualities of man: Faith, courage, fortitude, sacrifice.”
General Eisenhower

“A holy person is a song sung in thanksgiving for the merciful indwelling of
Christ.”
From Words of Spirituality by Enzo Bianchi
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News from the Church of Scotland
South Sudan

“The Church of Scotland
has been with us since the
beginning of this crisis and
this week we are getting
more
knowledge
and
learning new techniques
that will help us bring
about peace in South
Sudan.

Religious leaders from war
torn South Sudan say their
hopes for peace have been
restored thanks to the
Church
of
Scotland.
Eleven ministers from the
troubled African country
attended conflict resolution
workshops in this country,
co-ordinated by the Church
and offered by the charity,
Place for Hope. The training was
designed to help the Presbyterian
Church of South Sudan and Sudan
(PCSS) chart a new course in what is
the world’s youngest nation. The
ministers have learned a raft of new
mediation skills and have been
imbued with fresh resolve and
optimism for the future.

“Peace talks are going on
now and we do have hope
that there will be peace in
future.
“We know the war between North
and South Sudan lasted 21 years
and nobody knew it was going to
end. But it did end and we know this
war too can end.
“So we appreciate what Christians in
Scotland have done in bringing us
here together and we’d like to pass
this
message
to
all
the
congregations who are supporting
and praying for our country. We are
also praying for you.”

Rev John Yor Nyiker Deng, General
Secretary of the PCSS, said the
ministers will take new skills back to
South Sudan as well as fresh hopes
for peace.

Gender Identity
Resources
The
Church
of
Scotland
has
produced a new resource to help
congregations
provide
pastoral
support to people who identify as
being transgender and their friends
and families. The booklet, entitled
Diverse
Gender
Identities
and
Pastoral Care, was created at the
behest of the General Assembly to

ensure that local congregations are
sensitive to the particular needs of
this community.
It features the
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moving testimonies of 11 people –
those who identify as transgender,
gender non-conforming, a spouse, a
parent and a minister.
They
candidly speak of their fears, hopes,
sense of freedom, struggles and how
their lives have been affected inside
and outside of the Church.

their faith and share the impact of
the Church community on their lives.
“It is not intended to make any kind
of statement regarding the Church’s
wider
relationship
with
the
transgender community, nor does it
provide a theological explanation or
understanding
of
transgender
issues.

Rev Norman Smith, Convener of the
Mission and Discipleship Council of
the Church of Scotland, said: “We
want to help congregations support
all in their communities, in the best
way we can and this resource helps
those who care for others do that to
the best of their ability.

“The Church of Scotland exists to
bring the good news of the Gospel to
all the people of Scotland, with
whom we have stood for many
generations and continue to do so
today.”
A copy of the booklet is held by
Pauline. Please speak to her if you
would like to see it.

“It is aimed at better facilitating
pastoral care at a local level by
giving people the space to talk about

Alzheimer’s Society’s Old Jewellery Appeal
For a number of years I
have collected from
family
and
friends
broken, unwanted or
out of fashion jewellery
for
the
Alzheimer’s
Society’s Old Jewellery
Appeal. This is used by
the society to raise
funds for research and
projects. All donated
jewellery is carefully evaluated
before it is recycled and sold. This
year it is hoped that £120,000 will
be raised.

We welcome jewellery of
any kind – whether it’s
an
odd
cufflink
or
earring, or necklace that
you no longer wear or is
broken, watches in any
condition, we would be
extremely grateful for
any donations you may
like to make.
If you have jewellery that
you would like to give I will be
happy to receive it from you and
pass it on to the Alzheimer’s Society.
Thank you,

I quote from their recent letter of
thanks;

Christine Sloan
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Visiting refugees in Lebanon, February 2018
In February I had the opportunity to
visit Arsal, Lebanon, the home of
60,000 Syrian refugees. They have
been very generously supported
over the past few years by members
of Craigmillar Park Church, with
donations of goods and financial
support,
through
local
charity
Edinburgh Direct Aid.

valley,
in
variable
conditions,
learning about each other’s work
and assessing how we might work
most effectively.
But the place that made the most
impact was the ground floor of an
unassuming little building, called the
Balsam Centre. It was run-down,
dingy, and cold but there has been
an effort to decorate the corridor
walls and some of the rooms. This
serves as a day-centre for young,
physically and mentally handicapped
refugees. Some are blind, deaf, or
dumb; others are autistic, or have
cerebral palsy.

We visited many places in the town
– families in their tents, health
classes in the training centre, the
primary school funded by EDA, the
distribution centre handing out
clothes
from
EDA
shipping
containers, sewing workshops and
knitting groups of all shapes and
sizes and small businesses set up by
refugees in tents and huts doing
electrical repairs and fixing the allimportant mobile phones. I was
even treated to a new pair of
eyebrows from the instructor in the
refugees’ hairdressing and beauty
course! And on the way to and from
Arsal, we met with other charities
and health workers supporting half a
million refugees living in the Bekaa

Altogether there are 65 children (10
Lebanese, 55 Syrian) who attend
the centre three days a week. They
are aged from four up to their early
twenties. There are a further 100 in
the community who would attend if
there was the capacity. Another
NGO pays the rent of the building,
but the 13 teachers, who clearly
have a close rapport with their
charges, work without pay. The
director, who is also unpaid, was
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glad to get a lift from us when we
left, to take her to her part-time job
in the local hospital, that provides
her with a little income. Such is the
hand-to-mouth existence of all the
refugees.

motive to continue. If you could
cover a fraction of the amount”.
We tend to think of charitable
causes in single categories –
refugees, animals, cancer. But life is
more complicated than that. It is a
cruel blow of fate indeed to be a
disabled refugee.

At our request, the director wrote a
list of what they would spend any
funding on, if it was available. The
two most expensive items were
salaries for the teachers and
transport
for
the
children.
Equipment for physiotherapy and
Braille and other teaching supplies
were also included.

EDA is hoping to do what we can to
keep this facility open. Our next
fundraiser will be a sponsored
knitting event in May/June; more
details nearer the time. If you are
asked to support it, do remember
the Balsam Centre!

The director’s note ended “…any
amount provided to us will give us a

Ann Thanisch

Edinburgh Telephone Choir
Night & Day, 71st annual concert
Journey through 24 hours in just 2 hours of
pure musical enjoyment
Church Hill Theatre, 9-11 May at 7.30pm
Musical director: Jerry Gregson
Accompanist: Nicky Fraser
Tickets costs £15 which includes a programme. Children’s tickets
(under 16) cost £10 on a Wednesday and Thursday nights only.
Buy online at ww.edinburghtelephonechoir.co.uk or from Mrs Anne
Woods on 01506 852 125.
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Church Officer

Apr 2018
1st

Julie Read

Norman Weibye

Norman Weibye

8th

Miriam Weibye

John Humphrey

Ian Breadon

15th

David Cargill

John Kelly

Julia Yarker

22nd

Elizabeth McLeod

John Humphrey

Norman Weibye

29th

John Kelly

Norman Weibye

Norman Weibye

6th

Pauline Weibye

John Kelly

Julia Yarker

13th

John Humphrey

John Humphrey

Norman Weibye

May 2018
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Dates for Your Diary
April
Sun 1 Apr, 10.30am – Holy Communion for Easter
Sunday
Sun 1 Apr, 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St
Margaret’s Care Home
Sun 1 Apr, 7.30pm – Resurrection praise event in the Usher Hall
Thu 5 Apr, 7.30pm – Congregational Board in the Session Room
Sun 8 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 15 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 15 Apr, 3pm – Guild Daffodil Tea
Wed 18 Apr – Kirk Session meeting has been cancelled
Sun 22 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 29 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship

May
Tue 1 May, 7pm – Presbytery meets St Catherine's Argyle Church
Sun 6 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 13 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club…
6 Apr—American Railroads, Kenneth Williamson
13 Apr—Closing meeting
Fridays at 10.15am in the church hall. Coffee £1.50. Visitors welcome.

Duties
8th Apr – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475)
Brenda Humphrey, John Kelly, Ruth Longmuir, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann
Thanisch
15th & 22nd Apr – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408)
Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia
Yarker, Colin Aitken
29th Apr & 6th May – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, John Humphrey, John
Kelly, Flora Paton
13th & 20th May – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
Ruth Longmuir, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson,
Miriam Weibye
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Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Locum Minister

Rev Betty Smith

0131 441 5858
smithrevb44@gmail.com

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer &
Depute Session
Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational
Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillar
park.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 22 April.
Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.
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Anagram answer: SALVATION
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Answers
Puzzle

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061
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