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Minister’s Letter
Dear friends
The new Church of Scotland
online Advent calendar will be
available from 1 December. It has
25 specially created videos made by
the
ministries
team,
featuring
minsters,
trainee
ministers,
probationers, a deacon and youth
workers from different parts of the
country. Each reflects on a word
connected in some way with Advent
and Christmas, and the biblical
accounts of Jesus’ birth.
The Moderator of the General
Assembly, the Rt Rev Dr Russell
Barr, begins the series in Glasgow’s
Queen Street station, and focuses
on the word ‘Journey’. He also ends
the series, still in Glasgow (and not
because
of
Scotrail’s
current
problems), reflecting on the word
‘Shelter’.
He
is
using
his
moderatorial year to highlight both
the problem of homelessness and
the Tomorrow’s Calling campaign,
which encourages people to consider
God’s call on their lives.

One of the people featured is Louise
Purden. Louise is the daughter of the
Rev John McPake, who was interim
moderator here during the last
vacancy. She is currently studying
for ministry of word and sacrament
at
New
College.
Her
video
concentrates on the word ‘Goodwill’.
The Rev Shuna Dicks, from Aberlour
in
Morayshire,
is
involved
in
supporting Syrian families who have
moved to
Forres. She
is a
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spokesperson for the
Moray
Supports
Refugees group. In
her
video,
Shuna
considers the word
‘Refugee’.

Service of Lessons
and Carols. Thanks
are due to John
Cranston and his two
choirs:
the
St
Margaret’s
Singers
and the church choir.
This service enables
us to focus on the
wonder
of
the
incarnation, of the ‘Word of the
Father / now in flesh appearing’. In
it we hear again the Scripture
readings
telling
of
the
great
unfolding purposes of God and God’s
desire to save us, despite our going
astray. Please do come along and
tell your friends about it as well.

We
are
also
focusing
on
supporting
refugees at this season. At our
Christmas events we are inviting
financial donations towards the work
of Edinburgh Direct Aid (charity no.
SC021007). This charity is helping
and
supporting
70,000
Syrian
refugees
in
a
bitterly
cold
environment at high altitudes in
Lebanon.
This year, we have an additional
service. On the Sunday before
Christmas, we have an Evening

May you be blessed this Christmas.
John

The Church of Scotland Online Advent calendar
Please sign-up now at: www.churchofscotland.advent-calendar.net to get an
email alert when each Advent window is open and ready.
There is also a link from our own website: craigmillarpark.org

Christmas Services and Activities
17 Dec 2 - 4pm
18 Dec 2 - 4pm

Nativity Scenes Exhibition
Over 200 nativities from around the world will be on
display in the church. Mulled wine and mince pies will be
served. All are welcome, including children (activities
available).

18 Dec 6.30pm

Lessons and Carols in Candlelight
We plan to have St Margaret’s Singers and the church
choir both led by John Cranston, our organist. Mulled

24 Dec 11.30pm

Watchnight Service in Candlelight
Join in with community carols from 11.15pm.

25 Dec 10.30am

Christmas Morning Service
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal
I have written before about the impact made in the
shoebox sorting by corporate teams such as LexisNexis, Department for Work & Pensions and Royal
Bank of Scotland; and there’s no doubt that they
have become very important to maintaining our
achievements.
But, looking closer to home, I
noticed this year a much greater feeling of co-operation between the
Newington churches. This is probably a consequence of our shared difficulties
in securing our tenures for the next five years and the realisation that we
shall have to work more closely together and share our resources. It is this
sharing of resources that was evident in the efforts made by our sister
congregations to offer helpers for the shoebox appeal: there were new faces
among the many regulars, all giving more visits and longer hours to the
sorting centre. Reid Memorial, Priestfield, Liberton, Liberton Northfield and
Mayfield Salisbury provided a steady company of volunteers to be relied upon
every day and who responded in force to my email appeal in the final two
days, letting us turn the sorting centre back into the church hall.

The shoebox sort is in itself a major undertaking. It takes around 1,000
working hours just to sort 7,500 shoe boxes plus time for packing, receiving,
collecting, driving and a variety of other tasks; meaning that we need about
30 volunteers per shift. On average each volunteer does five shifts; in reality
some can only manage one, a few do many more and a tiny handful work the
whole appeal. I am thinking of new ideas for next year in the hope of raising
more shoeboxes in the Appeal and having a larger pool of volunteers.
For now, my thanks go out to all those who have helped this year; special
mention goes to our fellow congregations in the South side; more special
mention goes to our own members, our scout troop (85th Braids) and Isabel
Smith’s Soroptimists; and extra special mention for service above and beyond
the call of duty goes to Susan and Mark Wong who worked all the shifts doing
the heavy work loading and handling the full cartons, and Lorne MacDougall
who did similar heavy work loading & unloading the vans and re-stacking
everything, in the very cold vestibule and chapel.
Norman Weibye
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Lessons and Carols
There will be a service of Lessons and Carols, by candlelight, on Sunday 18
December at 6.30pm led by the Church Choir and the St Margaret's Singers.
All MOST welcome. Lots of traditional carols for everyone to sing and several
new ones, which will be sung by the choirs.
John Cranston

Life and Work is the Church of Scotland’s editorially independent
magazine. A subscription for 2017 is £27.36. Speak to Christopher
McLeod for information.

Prayer
Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen.
Robert Louis Stevenson

Concert in Reid Memorial Church
We enjoyed going to the Concert
held by The Edinburgh Highland Reel
and Strathspey Society held in The
Reid Memorial Church on 25
November. They played a very
varied selection of new and old
favourites and, although we didn’t

dance in the isles, there was much
foot-tapping and even some singing!
We are beginning to “feel at home”
there and the tea and coffee during
the interval was very welcome.
Flora & Roger Paton and
Anne & Eric Deane
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In the Bleak Midwinter...
A grateful thanks on behalf of the
many Syrian refugees in Arsal,
Lebanon, benefiting from the very
generous response to Edinburgh
Direct Aid’s appeal for warm clothes,
school supplies, and materials for
the women’s workshops this winter.
With donations coming from as far
afield
as
Dumfries,
Callander,
Pitlochry, Brechin and Kelso, as well
as the Edinburgh area, it has been
possible to despatch a 40-foot
container every 3 weeks – over 50
tons of aid since early September.

Distributing fuel oil in Arsal, winter 2015

time. And there is still much to do to
ensure a school place for every
child, and employment for adults, as
well as basic necessities such as
warm
housing
and
adequate
healthcare.

In addition to this, Edinburgh Direct
Aid has funded two new schools,
which opened this autumn, and has
continued to support vocational
training courses and a women’s
workshop.

But meantime all the contributions
made in Scotland this autumn are of
enormous benefit to help the
refugees get through a fourth winter
in snowy tents and ramshackle
buildings while they await some sort
of end to the terrible war in their
country.

The appeal for winter clothes is now
finished for this season, though any
clothes that anyone has already laid
aside will still be collected to be sent
next winter. Donations of stationery
for
schools,
toiletries,
new
underwear,
wool,
fabric
and
haberdashery are welcomed any

Ann Thanisch

Children arrive at the newly built school in Arsal, October 2016
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Crossword
with a Christmas
theme
by Roger Paton

Answers on page 12

Across

Down

7 Favourite for Christmas lunch (6)
8 Earl is found in Middle Eastern
State (6)
9 Charitable donations (4)
10 These will suit older sibling, not
5 Down (8)
11 What holly should be (7)
13 Rascal (5)
15 A banker gets this! (5)
17 What one does to the Christmas
tree (7)
20 They make Christmas go with a
bang! (8)
21 Only one of 18 Down (4)
22 Younsters (and Dads!) might
like these presents (6)
23 I had a little -_ _ _ _ _ _ tree,
but nothing would it grow! (6)

1 Nice to have the services of one
at Xmas (6)
2 Kiss around for Christmas present (4)
3 Calms by playing percussion
instrument (7)
4 Broken chair reveals previous
Mayfield South Minister (5)
5 This would suit younger sibling, not
10 Across (8)
6 Music played before Service (2,4)
12 They are always full at this time of
year (8)
14 Seven of these are read out at
Christmas (7)
16 Where you might find Santa! (2,4)
18 You might get these under the
mistletoe! (6)
19 Hopefully this will describe your
Christmas meal (5)
21 "Go fly a _ _ _ _ " (Mary Poppins) (4)
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Book News
You may have wondered what
happened to the Church Library
anticipated in the May issue of
Prism. It is now here!
We have about 300 new books,
having donated most of the old
library to Christian Aid.
Some
favourites have been retained such
as William Barclay’s ‘Plain Man’ New
Testament books and a delightful
little book called Mister God this is
Anna by someone who calls himself
Fynn, which I believe means an
Irishman. Set in the East End of
London, it tells of the wisdom of a
little girl who appears at about 3
years old and is cared for by Fynn
and his mother.

and broadcaster, as well as a Pastor.
These two have published Seriously
Funny; life, love and God…musings
between two good friends.
Another book which you might like
to borrow if you have not already
read it, is a novel called The Shack
by Wm Paul Young. This has become
an
international
phenomenon,
selling over 18 million copies
worldwide (by 2012), and is being
made into a film. Much of the novel
is about the three persons of the
Trinity and how God helped a father
who was struggling to forgive God
for the murder of his little daughter.
Theologians have said it is scriptural
and I hear it has helped many
people. The author wrote the book
to help his family understand how
his own years of suffering were
healed
through
Christian
counselling.

We have put the books into some
general
categories
such
as
Devotional, Bible Study, History,
Travel, Humour and Fiction. Humour
includes books by Adrian Plass and
Jeff Lucas. Adrian Plass lovers got
their initial baptism of laughter
through his best-seller, The Sacred
Diary of Adrian Plass aged 37¾. The
author’s account of ‘serious spiritual
experiences’
naturally
made
him in demand as
a public speaker so more diaries
were
inevitable!
He is ‘known for
his
ability
to
evoke both tears
and laughter’ and
the same can be
said of his friend, Jeff Lucas, who is
also an international author, speaker

I hope this reassures you that there
is variety in Christian books, both
serious and amusing, and that it
encourages you to borrow a book
now that the Library is up and
running. The books are housed in a
cupboard in the Church Hall and
they will be available to borrow after
Sunday Services.
Jean Walker
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An African Christmas
Have you noticed that Africa is
shaped a bit like a question mark?
That’s because it’s a continent of
many mysteries. One of them is
how my parents ever survived five
years in Umuahia, in
the east of Nigeria,
where
my
father
taught church history
at Trinity Theological
College.
It
was
chaotic at the best of
times but the one
Christmas when we
children visited, gave
us a slight insight into
the challenges they
faced.

the bags and follow on later by bus.
I waited at the airport for three
more days, sleeping in the foyer,
along
with
some
20
other
passengers whose bags had gone
astray.
By the third day, even
the Nigerians among
us
had
become
annoyed.
They
mounted
a
demonstration,
complete
with
cardboard
placards
declaring:
“Nigeria
Airways have stolen
our Christmas.”
We
hired a bus and went
searching for the agent responsible.
We found him hiding under a table
at his house. He was then frogmarched to a local bank where he
was forced to withdraw enough
money to pay us all 50 Naira in
compensation.

My younger brother and sister and I
boarded our Nigeria Airways plane at
Heathrow in good time and then
watched as the plane filled up with
happy
Nigerians
loaded
with
Christmas baggage excited about
going home. After some delay, the
pilot came on the intercom to say
the plane had been overloaded and
some of the baggage in the hold
would be removed and come on a
later flight. Because we were first on
board, we smugly assumed our bags
would be on the carousel when we
arrived at Lagos airport. How British
and how naïve.

With my 50 Naira, I took a flight to
Port Harcourt and a taxi to Umuahia,
where I arrived during the Christmas
Eve service.
I could see the
question in my mother’s eye – had I
retrieved the bags? Well, at least
we spent Christmas day together
and I borrowed a spare set of
clothes.

My parents had driven the 13-hour
journey from Umuahia to meet us
and were surprised to find we were
travelling so light. Our bags were
not on the next flight, nor the next
one. By the second day, my father
had to get back to the college and
he left me at the airport to collect

The next day, Boxing Day, I boarded
the bus back to Lagos – as I said, a
13-hour journey along treacherously
narrow dirt roads. But it was worth
it, because when I got to the airport,
there were our three rucksacks, all
on their own, in the middle of the
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concourse.
Nothing had been
touched, even the silver communion
plates I had been carrying from a
church in Aberdeenshire to be
delivered to the college chapel, were
still intact. In triumph I returned
immediately to Umuahia – on the
same bus, with the same driver, but
this time with the added terror of

travelling through the night.
All this happened nearly 40 years
ago but sadly I don’t suppose much
has changed in Nigeria. What ever
happened to our luggage for that
week at Christmas remains one of
the great mysteries of Africa.
John Knox

Exhibition of Nativities
We will have our usual
display
of
nativity
scenes in the Church
over
the
Christmas
period. Some will be
on
display
in
the
windows from early
December
but
the
whole collection will be
on show to the public on Saturday
and Sunday 17 and 18 December,
from 2-4pm each day. There are
some new sets this year so if it’s a
while since you last visited the
exhibition why not come along, and

bring
a
friend
or
neighbour? There will
be a children’s activity
table and refreshments
will be served. Although
entry is free, we would
welcome
donations,
which
will
go
to
Edinburgh Direct Aid to
help with their amazing work with
Syrian refugees.
Offers of help during the two
afternoons would be appreciated.
Pauline Weibye

World Day of Prayer
The service this year, “Am I
being unfair to you”, has been
written by the women of the
Philippines. Our local service
will be held in St Patrick’s RC
Church at 2.30pm on Friday 3
March 2017. All will be welcome.

The associated Bible studies will
be led on 10 February by
Alistair Cameron (Society of
Friends) and on 17 February
by Rev William Brown (Church
of Scotland). Both take place in
121 George Street at 10.30am.
Isabel Smith
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Dates For Your Diary
December
Sun 4 Dec, 10.30am – Holy Communion Second Sunday
in Advent
Tue 6 Dec, 2.15pm – The Guild (Exploding the Myth by
Lara Goodman)
Tue 6 Dec, 6.45pm – Edinburgh Presbytery
Thu 8 Dec, 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm – Congregational Board meets
Fri 9 Dec, 7.30pm – Advent Study Group in the Session Room
Sat 10 Dec, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 11 Dec, 10.30am – Morning Worship Third Sunday in Advent
Mon12 Dec, 10.30am – Advent Study Group in the Session Room
Thu 15 Dec, 2.30pm - Learning Group: Intercessory Prayers
Sat 17 Dec, 2-4pm - Nativity Scenes Exhibition in the church, with
mulled wine and mince pies
Sat 17 Dec, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 18 Dec, 10.30am – Morning Worship Fourth Sunday in Advent
Sun 18 Dec, 2-4pm - Nativity Scenes Exhibition in the church, with
mulled wine and mince pies
Sun 18 Dec, 6.30pm - Lessons and Carols in Candlelight in the church
with mulled wine and mince pies afterwards
Mon19 Dec, 10.30am – Advent Study Group in the Session Room
Tue 20 Dec, 12.30pm – Guild and Lunch Club Christmas Lunch
Sat 24 Dec, 11.30pm - Watchnight Service in Candlelight community
carols from 11.15pm
Sun 25 Dec 10.30am - Christmas Morning Service
January
Sun 1 Jan, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 8 Jan, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Tue 10 Jan, 2.15pm – The Guild (Joyful Times)
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm – Kirk Session
Sat 14 Jan, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 15 Jan, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Wed 18 Jan, 9.30am – Big Idea Committee Meeting
Thu 19 Jan, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Sat 21 Jan, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 22 Jan, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Tue 24 Jan, 2.15pm – The Guild (Richmond Hope!)
Sat 28 Jan, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 29 Jan, 10.30am – Morning Worship
February
Sat 4 Feb, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
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Sun 5 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy Communion after
Tue 7 Feb, 2.15pm – The Guild (Fostering Compassion by Lesley Winton)
Tue 7 Feb, 6.45pm – Edinburgh Presbytery
Thu 9 Feb, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Sat 11 Feb, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 12 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship

Duties
4th Dec is Communion
11th Dec – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773)
John Knox, Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri
18th & 25th Dec – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475)
Ann Thanisch, Peter Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman
Weibye, Pauline Weibye
1st & 8th Jan – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408)
Seonaid Wilson, Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon,
David Cargill
15th & 22nd Jan – Convener: Roger Paton (664 2877)
Kathleen Cockerell, John Kelly, John Knox, Betty Laing, Harry Laing,
Flora Paton
29th Jan & 5th Feb – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Peter Thanisch,
Christine Thomson
Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Dec 2016
4th

David Cargill

David Topping

Norman Weibye

11th

John Kelly

Peter Thanisch

Ian Breadon

18th

Astrid Gracie

Norman Weibye

Julia Yarker

25th

Pauline Weibye

Christopher McLeod

Roger Paton

1st

Norman Weibye

John Kelly

Norman Weibye

8th

Sandra Lamb

David Topping

Julia Yarker

15th

Roger Paton

Norman Weibye

Roger Paton

22nd

Christopher McLeod

Christopher McLeod

Ian Breadon

29th

Gordon Braidwood

John Kelly

Norman Weibye

Ruth Longmuir

David Topping

Roger Paton

Jan 2017

Feb 2017
5th
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The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is
Sunday 22 January. Please send items to Ruth by email—
prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev John Urquhart

14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623
minister@craigmillarpark.org

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer & Depute
Session Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Roger Paton

0131 664 2877
rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillarpark.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

Crossword Answers
Clues Across: [7] Turkey, [8] Israel, [9] Alms, [10] Bicycles,
[11] Prickly, [13] Scamp, [15] Bonus, [17] Bedecks, [20] Crackers,
[21] Kiss, [22] Models, [23] Nutmeg
Clues Down: [1] Butler, [2] Skis, [3] Cymbals, [4] Riach, [5] Tricycles,
[6] Te Deum, [12] Churches, [14] Lessons,16] On roof, [18] Kisses,
[19] Feast, [21] Kite
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