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Minister’s Letter
Dear friends

earth
mercilessly
or
without
responsibility.
Rather,
it
challenges us to responsible
stewardship for what has
been entrusted to us.

Welcome to this green issue of
Prism!
Christians often speak
of the natural world
as God’s creation.
That doesn’t confine
us
to
a
single
definition of how the
world came about,
but sings with the
conviction of a world
made and loved by God.
In the Bible we read that
‘The earth is the Lord’s and all
that is in it’ (Psalm 24:1) and also
that ‘the earth he has given to
human beings’ (Psalm 115:16).
These truths are complementary
rather than contradictory. By giving
the earth over to us, this does not
mean that God has surrendered any
rights to it, but that the Creator has
given us the responsibility to protect
and develop it. ‘Dominion’ (Genesis
1:28) has sometimes been misread
to mean the right to exploit the

However, we must
admit
that
our
relationship with God,
with our neighbour
and with the earth
show
the
same
brokenness which is
also pictured in Genesis.
God’s salvation in Jesus
promises a renewal of all
things, but also calls on us to
confess our faults and renounce
them. The Ecumenical Patriarch,
Bartholomew, spoke of our sins
against the earth, our neighbour and
God just before the Kyoto summit in
1997:
...to commit a crime against the
natural world, is a sin. For
humans to cause species to
become extinct and to destroy
the biological diversity of God's
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creation...
for
humans
to
degrade the integrity of Earth by
causing changes in its climate,
by stripping the Earth of its
natural forests, or destroying its
wetlands... for humans to injure
other humans with disease... for
humans to contaminate the
Earth’s waters, its land, its air,
and its life, with poisonous
substances... these are sins. In
prayer,
we
ask
for
the
forgiveness of sins committed
both willingly and unwillingly.
And
it
is
certainly
God's
forgiveness, which we must ask,
for causing harm to His Own
Creation.

The Church of Scotland is
concerned that climate change
poses a serious and immediate
threat to people everywhere,
particularly to the poor of the
earth; and that climate change
represents a failure in our
stewardship of God's creation.
We accept the need to reduce
the emissions of greenhouse
gases
urgently
to
avoid
dangerous
and
irreversible
climate change; and to promote
a more equitable and sustainable
use of energy.
‘Love does no wrong to a neighbour’
St Paul writes in Romans 13:10. This
suggests at the very least we may
need to adjust our lifestyles to
reduce the negative and harmful
effects on others, especially on the
poor.

In recent years, the challenge
posed by climate change has
loomed large. A UN Environment
Programme
report
spoke
of
unprecedented
changes
in
the
climate. Efforts to improve this
situation had had moderate success
but had not succeeded in reversing
it. It warned of ‘abrupt and possibly
irreversible changes to the lifesupport functions of the planet ...
with significant adverse implications
for human well-being.’ (UN Global
Environment Outlook-5: Summary
for Policy Makers, 2012.)

What can we do?
Pray. For Christians this must always
be the first recourse. We should pray
for understanding about climate
change, for wisdom how we can
respond
both
personally
and
together, and for
divine strength to
overcome
any
unwillingness
to
act.
Pray
for
those most likely
to be affected and
pray
for
our
political leaders,
who must work
through
the
complicated
issues
surrounding
climate change.

Climate change threatens to
affect all but not all equally. The
world’s poorest communities are
most affected by changing rainfall
patterns. An increase in drought
brings a greater famine risk; while
an increase in flooding entails loss of
homes and livelihoods, and the
possible
spread
of
infectious
diseases. In 2009, the Church of
Scotland’s General Assembly stated:

Learn. Take the chance to find out
more, through joining a Christian Aid
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Lent house group to read the Bible
and reflect on climate change or by
the resources below.

at small cost to us. A
suggestions is on p.4.

list

of

I hope you will find this issue not
only thought-provoking, but, with
prayer, study and God’s grace, a
catalyst for change.
John

Live more simply and consume less.
Most of us can make lifestyle
changes to reduce our energy use,
without endangering our health and

Books and chapters
N. Spencer & R. White. Christianity, climate change and sustainable living,
SPCK, 2007.
J. Stott. ‘Creation-care’ in: The Radical Disciple, IVP, 2010.
C. Wright. ‘Mission and God’s Earth’ in: The Mission of God, IVP, 2006.
Web-based information and campaigning organisations

 arocha.org and arocha.org.uk [Christian environmental charity]
 ecocongregationscotland.org [ecumenical environmental movement]
 churchofscotland.org.uk/speak_out/care_for_the_earth
 christianaid.org.uk [Bible study on climate change among other resources]
 creationcare.org/creation-care-resources
 Laudato Si. [Papal encyclical letter on Care for our Common Home]
laudatosi.com

 tearfund.org [look for the section on climate change]

Fuel Poverty and Climate Change
Just two days after the climate
change agreement at the Paris
summit
last
December
the
Scottish Government published
statistics showing that 35% of
Scottish households are fuel
poor, with 9.5% in extreme fuel
poverty.
The Church
bringing a
Poverty to
Assembly.
Convener of

Council said: "These two issues
are related……fuel poverty comes
about because people have to
live in houses that are poorly
insulated and not fit for the 21st
century. Houses that leak heat
lose vital income for their
occupants and waste energy at
the same time leading to a large
part of Scotland's greenhouse gas
emissions…...we must redouble our
efforts to tackle fuel poverty and
climate change together.”

of Scotland will be
major report on Fuel
next year's General
Sally
Foster
Fulton,
the Church and Society
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Some ways to make a difference
Easy wins
 Turn off unnecessary lights.
 Turn your thermostat down by one or two degrees.
 When it gets cooler reach for a jumper rather than the thermostat.
 Tuck curtains behind radiators so that more heat stays in the room.
 Cover pans when cooking and use a correct-sized pan.
 Only boil the water you need in the kettle.
 Run dishwasher and washing machine on full load only.
 Dry clothes outdoors (weather permitting)!
 Shower instead of bath, if you can. Use a low-flow showerhead.
 Recycle/compost fruit & veg peelings & garden waste.
 Eat less meat! (It takes far more land & water & 10 times the amount of
energy to produce animal than vegetable protein.)
Will save money in the long term but cost money in the short term

 Ensure your walls, roof & water tank are well insulated.
 Choose energy-efficient appliances & use energy-efficient light bulbs.

Local responses/ lifestyle adjustments
Walk/cycle/use public transport/carpool, where possible.
Buy locally grown food and Fairtrade products.
Buy electricity from an energy provider that supports renewable energy.
Buy minimally-packaged products. Bring your own cloth shopping bag.
Use a fuel-efficient car, check tyre pressure regularly and get your car
regularly serviced.
 Fly less often. When you do fly, offset your air travel by investing in
renewable energy projects.
 Choose green and ethical investments. See goodmoneyweek.com
 Pick up a piece of litter every day.
 Ask for ethical/charity gifts for Christmas/birthdays.
 Support charity and eco shops and farmers’ markets e.g. Oxfam.
 Buy eco-friendly cleaning materials. Most supermarkets sell a good range,
including soap, washing up liquid, washing powder, toilet and general
cleaners.
 Better still: clean the old-fashioned way, using household basics. You can
clean almost anything with lemon, baking soda and vinegar. For sparkling
windows, all you need is a bottle of vinegar and some old newspapers!







Sources: Climate Change: Can I make a Difference? (EcoCongregation Ireland); N. Spencer & R. White. ‘The practice
of sustainable living today’ In: Christianity, climate change
and sustainable living, SPCK, 2007
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Lunch Club
The Lunch Club continues to be very popular.
We all enjoyed the Christmas Lunch with the
Guild. Many thanks to all the helpers who
made it such a happy event. New members
and helpers are most welcome.
Flora Paton

Friendship First Course
The Friendship First course was
designed with the aim of growing
the number of Christians envisioned
and equipped to befriend Muslims
and to share Jesus with them. The
course is not designed to produce
experts in Muslim ministry, but to
help
ordinary
Christians
gain
confidence in making friends among
the Muslim community and share
Jesus sensitively and effectively.

settings across
the UK. In the
autumn Friends
International
(a
UK-wide
organisation
seeking to equip local churches to
reach out to international students –
www.friendsinternational.org.uk) ran
the course in Edinburgh and about
15 people attended. Some of the
group have subsequently gone on to
befriend Muslim people for the first
time and are putting what they have
learned into practice.

Muslim international students are a
growing group within the student
population. Others have come to
work and now we are also seeing a
trickle of refugees who have had to
flee their homelands for a variety of
reasons. As Christians in Edinburgh
we have an opportunity to provide a
Christian welcome to them. With all
the news in the media of Islamic
State and Al-Qaeda, many people
seem
increasingly
fearful
of
engagement with Muslims and we
want
to
encourage
Scottish
Churches and Christians to respond
to them with love and generosity.

A second course is now being
planned and will take place at
Priestfield Church, corner of Dalkeith
Road and Marchhall Place, EH16
5HW. The course will run over 6
Monday evenings starting 29th
February and ending 11th April,
omitting Easter Monday. Sessions
will run 7.30-9.00pm, with tea/
coffee, etc, served from 7.00pm.
For more information and to book
your place, please contact Susi
Steier at:
Susi.Steier@friendsinternational.uk.

The course is excellent and is being
used in churches and inter-church
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75th Scout Group: A History
The beginning as recorded by the
Rev Campbell Ferenbach:

persuasions were buttressed by
the assurance that there was
in the congregation a
Scout who was Troop
Leader in the George
Watson’s College Troop
whose help could be
enlisted. Apparently I was
the said Scout, though I had not
yet been consulted! I well
remember when, on returning
from school, I found the minister
awaiting me and, although in my
second last year, with Higher
leaving exams ahead and school
Scouting involvements, I too fell
under the spell and agreed to try
to provide the know how for the
new Troop.

The first steps in the
formation of the Scout
Group which became the
75th were taken one
September
evening
in
1921 in the manse of
Mayfield South Parish Church
(now Craigmillar Park) when the
minister, the Rev William J. Sym,
brought together James Manuel
and I to discuss the project.
William Sym had become minister
of Mayfield South the previous
May and had found a situation
entirely lacking organisations for
young people. He immediately
sought to remedy the lack by
taking steps to start Scouts,
Guides, Cubs and Brownies. By a
happy insight he approached a
young engineering student, James
Manuel who, though he had none
of the obvious qualifications for
the task in mind such as
experience
of
the
Scout
Movement and knowledge of the
Scouting programme, did possess,
in abundance, the assets essential
for leadership. An infectious
friendliness,
a
strong
kindly
personality, a true sense of
Christian values, a quick intellect
to grasp the essentials of any
subject or problem, were qualities
of character which more than
compensated for any textbook
shortcomings.

So James Manuel and I met at the
manse, and repeatedly at his
home, till a plan of working was
arranged, and in the month of
October 1921 the 75th was born.
If any one individual is to be
credited with the foundation of the
75th Scout Group it must surely
be the Rev William Sym B.D..
From these beginnings the Scouts
operated successfully in the Church
Hall until 1958 when another
enthusiastic and persuasive Group
Scout Leader of the 75th came up
with ambitious plans. The following
is a further extract from the history
of the Scout Group 1922-1972:
A Church Hall is not really an ideal
place for a lively Scout Group and,
although the Kirk Session at
Mayfield South (now Craigmillar
Park) were always most helpful,
co-operative and long suffering,
this fact was realised at an early

As many in Mayfield South found
out, it was difficult to resist the
persuasiveness of William Sym,
especially, as in this instance, the
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date and much thought was given
to obtaining facilities which would
allow Scouting activities a much
fuller rein.

minimised. The support received
was truly tremendous; Scouts,
Cubs, Guides, parents and friends
all gave their time, energy and
talents. Lots of people now know
how to lay bricks, dig trenches, do
joinery work etc. who never
thought they would have a chance
to practice these trades. It was
also amazing that such a number
of people came forward to provide
materials or equipment required
at a reduced price or for free.

However this remained a ‘castle in
the air’ until the Group Scout
Leader, Brebner Millar, decided to
do something about it and around
1958 he succeeded in persuading
the Edinburgh Corporation to rent
the Group an old hut at the ARP
Centre at the foot of Gilmerton
Road. (The original agreement
was a 24 hour lease in the event
of war!!) This was renovated by
the Scouts and was put to good
use but was not entirely suitable.

By dint of some real ‘night shift’
working, the Hall was ready for
the official opening by the Lord
Provost, Sir Herbert Brechin, on 3
May 1969. At last the ‘castle in
the air’ was a reality!

Brebner Millar then came forward
with a most ambitious scheme for
a Group Headquarters building
costing about £16,000 which was
immediately laughed to scorn.
However, Brebner had done his
homework most meticulously and
when he produced a modified
scheme costing about £8,000, he
persuaded Edinburgh Corporation
to give the Group a long term
lease of the ground at Gilmerton,
explained the availability of grants
which reduced the cost to the
Group to around £2,000 and
ironed out lots of other difficulties.
People began to listen and,
eventually, he got the support he
deserved.

It was perhaps unfortunate that
the requirements of the grants
received
necessitated
the
severance of the sponsorship of
the Scout Group by Craigmillar
Park Church but, in fact, this has
made little difference to the
relationship. Mr McTaggart, the
minister, is chaplain to the Group
and the Kirk Session and the
congregation continue to take a
lively interest.
For many years after the opening of
Millar Hall, the Scout Group retained
strong links with the Church and
held a flag parade during Sunday
service
on
a
regular
basis.
Unfortunately,
over
time
the
connection became rather looser.

The great day dawned in 1968
when the Scouts descended with
shovels,
picks
and
sledgehammers to clear the
site...Despite many setbacks, and
some atrocious weather, the work
went ahead slowly but not always
steadily. Expense was the thought
uppermost in the minds of those
concerned and volumes could be
written of all the ways this was

However, 46 years after the formal
opening, the Millar Hall continues to
offer facilities to Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts, Explorer Scouts, residents
within the parish and is also
available for other community uses
not least as an ideal base for visiting
Scouts from all round the world.
Gordon Braidwood
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Green IT
For some years now, I have been
doing research on “Green IT”. No
matter how hard I try to explain
what this means, bitter experience
has shown that I only ever leave
people with the impression that this
just means going round switching
people’s computers off when
they have just popped out for
a coffee. Well here is my
latest attempt to suggest
that there is a bit more
to Green IT than that.

the grounds that it will have a longer
useful lifetime for you, even though
it will consume more kilowatt-hours
per year.
There is another counter-intuitive
reason why you might want to get
an over-specified computer. As
you know, a car’s fuel
consumption
(kilometres
per litre) goes up when you
drive fast. It is similar
with
computers.
The
processing unit’s power
consumption increases as
the computer gets busier,
but it gets to a point where
you need a lot more power to
get a little more work out of it. If
you have a computer with more
capacity, it will get into those high
energy states less frequently.

To
put
things
in
perspective,
Information
Communications Technology
(“ICT”) are responsible for about 6%
of
developed
nations’
carbon
emissions. Globally, emissions are
about the same proportion as the
environmentalists’ bête noire, the
airline industry.

I am not sure how many of the
congregation of Craigmillar Park
Church are keen players of computer
games, but I should mention them.
Computers with graphics processors
for games can consume as much
electricity as half an electric fire
when they are working flat out. I got
my students to analyse the power
consumption
of
their
favourite
computer games and it emerged
that computer games creators do
not care about power consumption:
they keep the system running flat
out even when you are just looking
at the screen menu.

My interests have mainly been in
how organisations use IT, but I shall
assume that you are more interested
in home computers and personal
computers. So what, in practical
terms,
can
individuals
do
to
“greenify” their computer usage?
Most of the energy consumption and
environmental impact of a personal
computer is associated with its
manufacture and disposal, rather
than its use. This implies that you
can be a bit greener by replacing
your computer less frequently.
Counter-intuitively, this might mean
that when you do need a new a
computer,
you
might
consider
buying one that is actually more
powerful than you really need, on

There is a mixed record on
environmental action by the big
companies in the IT industry. Google
used to be bad boys in this respect:
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every time you typed a couple of
search terms into your browser,
Google would pump several grams
of
carbon
dioxide
into
the
atmosphere.
Recently,
however,
they have made great strides to
become
more
environmentally
friendly. I even heard on the radio

this morning that Google are
deigning to pay a wee bit of tax to
George Osborne. On the other hand,
Amazon has steadfastly maintained
the
same
attitude
to
the
environment that they have shown
to paying tax.
Peter Thanisch

Presbytery Review
This is just a quick update on
progress on Presbytery’s review of
Reid Memorial, Priestfield and our
own congregation. As I explained in
December’s Prism, a committee has
been set up by the Deployment of
Resources Committee and it is
starting its work by exploring the
mission
and
life
of
each
congregation, firstly separately – the
committee met our Session in early
December – and now together – the
first joint meeting between three
representatives from each Session
and the committee will have taken
place by the time you read this.

Church, recognising the strengths of
the congregation and the energy of
our mission activities. There are,
however,
resourcing
challenges
throughout the Church of Scotland
as the number of ministers declines
sharply and the membership too is
ageing.
Presbyteries throughout
Scotland are facing tough decisions
as they work out how best to ‘be
church’ in their areas.
Please continue to pray for the
Presbytery, for the Deployment of
Resources Committee and for the
Kirk
Sessions
of
all
three
congregations
as
they
jointly
consider these challenges and seek
solutions.

As we know from the results of our
2015
Local
Church
Review,
Edinburgh Presbytery is very content
with the life of Craigmillar Park

Pauline Weibye

World Day of Prayer 2016
This year’s World Day of Prayer service will be held in
Craigmillar Park Church on 4 March at 2.30pm. The theme is
“Receive children, receive me” and it has been put together by
the women of Cuba. There will be two Bible studies held in 121
George Street on Fridays 12 and 26 February at 10.30am.
Isabel Smith
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Recycling & Charity Giving
It occurred to me recently that
50 years ago we never had
charity
shops.
What
happened to all the stuff
then? I suppose we didn’t
buy so much in the first
place, we mended it and
used it again, and gave anything
left to the rag & bone man, or in my
area, to the travellers who collected
at the door. Now, charities re-use
goods in many ways to help others –
not just selling them in shops, but
also, especially in past few months,
sending or taking them to refugees
across Europe & the Middle East.
Just the other week we scavenged
candles from the church’s wheelie

bin because they will be really
useful during the frequent
power shortages in the Syrian
refugee
camps
in
the
Lebanese mountains.
But
the
practice
of
collecting unwanted rubbish
for cash for charities has been
continuous in my lifetime, anyway. I
remember trying to win badges at
school by bringing in foil milk bottle
tops or rosehips for the blind. Now
we bring plastic milk bottle tops into
church to help fund the Palliative
Care Unit in the Borders, and stamps
to help the HIV programme.
Ann Thanisch

Recycling – A Generational Divide
I was recently reading
that
the
generations
alternate in their attitudes
to recycling; the ‘never
had it so good / baby
boomer’ generation are
much more difficult to
persuade to reduce waste, than the
younger people who are growing up
with recycling, or the older people
who were brought up never to waste
anything.

every piece of clingfilm,
plastic bag and margarine
tub, and pegging out the
flimsier pieces of plastic
to dry. Bottles were
upended & half-buried in
rows to edge paths in the
garden, trapping the air & so
keeping the soil warm. Every piece
of cardboard, string or ribbon was
folded up and kept for re-use. I’m
ashamed of how scornful I was of it
all.

There was certainly a clear divide in
my home between my mother, who
recycled
everything,
and
her
ungrateful
thoughtless offspring,
who insisted on binning everything. I
remember the endless washing up
sessions, which included washing

Now thanks to the council’s efforts,
we seem to have the best of both
worlds.
We can bin everything
knowing that the council will do the
sorting and recycling for us.
Ann Thanisch
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Plastics Recycling Symbols Explained
There are six main recycling numbers for recycling plastics - Edinburgh
Council accepts these three main ones. Sometimes it is just the triangle and
number, sometimes also with the letters shown; but it is
correct to put these items in your green recycling bin so
long as you keep to the proper procedure: scrape out
any food residue and wash the item to keep down
germs and bad smells, and to avoid attracting insects
and vermin. After rinsing plastic milk bottles, pour in an
inch of very hot water and shake with the cap on, then
pour away and you can easily crush or twist the warm
bottle into a small size; the cap can also go straight into the recycling bin.

Please examine closely every piece of packaging to see if it can be recycled –
it is our responsibility to reduce our waste to a minimum. Start recycling
now!
Norman Weibye
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WWF Earth Hour 2016
At 8.30pm on Saturday 19 March
2016, hundreds of millions of people
across the world will switch off their
lights to show they care about the
future of our brilliant planet. It’s
always a memorable and spectacular
event with cities, communities and
landmarks across the globe going
dark for the hour. In Scotland in
2015 over 130 iconic landmarks
switched off their lights, including
Edinburgh Castle, Glasgow City
Chambers, the Scottish Parliament,
Eilean Donan Castle, and the
Kelpies.
They
joined
other
international icons such as the Eiffel
Tower, Sydney Harbour Bridge and
thirty-five UNESCO World Heritage
Sites.

diverse
habitats in the
world is at
severe risk as
ocean
levels
rise. But it’s
not
just
animals that
are affected.
We have seen for
ourselves over the last few months
how
flooding
has
devastated
communities even in our own
country and I’m sure we all
empathise with those in other parts
of the world – Bangladesh, the
Pacific islands – who are staring
disaster in the face on a daily basis.
It’s important we care about climate
change, and most of all that we act
on
reducing
its
impact.
Governments have a vital role to
play in this and it was good news for
the
planet
that
the
COP21
conference in Paris in December
2015 reached agreement on limiting
global temperature rise to well
below 2º Celsius and pursuing
efforts to limit the rise to 1.5º
Celsius. But that target can only be
reached – and the future of the
planet secured for a bit longer – if
we all play our part as individuals.
There are easy ways to do this: a
general reduction in energy use;
careful and thorough recycling;
avoiding conspicuous food waste;
using public transport more.

We have observed Earth Hour in our
home for the last few years, making
sure all lights are switched off. I
have to confess that I hadn’t
finished cooking the meal last year
when the time came and had to
finish doing so, with difficulty, by
candlelight – a salutary reminder of
how things used to be before we all
became so dependent on an
apparently limitless power supply.
The future of our planet is at risk,
particularly from the effects of
climate change. Many of the world’s
most threatened species like tigers
and orang-utans live in areas that
will be severely affected by climate
change and this has prompted the
World Wildlife Fund to sponsor Earth
Hour.
I recently watched David
Attenborough’s series on the Great
Barrier Reef and saw with horror
how one of the richest and most bio-

Christians
have
a
particular
responsibility
towards
God’s
creation.
We believe that God’s
work of creating and sustaining
continues to this day, and that all
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people can take a share and play a
part in that continuing creative
activity. Also, climate change is a
justice issue - our misuse of natural
resources has a much greater effect
on poor people in developing
countries.

God’s environment, starting by
switching off your lights between
8.30 and 9.30pm on Saturday 19
March? You will join hundreds of
thousands of people worldwide in
the creation of a symbolic and
spectacular display that reminds us
that, together, we have the power to
make change happen.
Pauline Weibye

Why don’t you make a commitment
this year to reduce your impact on

Prayer for Earth Hour
Creator God, this earth is miraculous and beautiful. Forgive our confusion and
inaction as we confront the challenges of climate change.
In the light of your truth, seen so clearly in the life and teaching of Jesus, help
us to re-examine ourselves and our lifestyle choices and see clearly the
implications of how we live on all that sustains life on this earth.
May we follow your lead in caring for every aspect of this precious world,
which you made and love.
Throughout history you have moved people to do amazing things for the sake
of their neighbours. Inspire us now to work together, as your people, to
change priorities in the way we live, so that we build a fair and safe world for
all your creation; a world where your will is done on earth as it is in heaven.
Amen
(prayer by Dunscore Church)

Church Family News
Dr Ron Halliday
Congratulations to Dr Ron Halliday who turned 90 years old
on Thursday 4 February. Happy birthday!
Margaret Paton
I wish to thank Craigmillar Park congregation for my flowers and the Guild for
my get well card and all their kind wishes during my recent illness. And a
special thanks to Brenda Humphreys for being such a great friend.
Lady Stewart
Lady Sheila Stewart is moving to a new address in Glasgow to be nearer to
her son. Her daughter Catherine has asked to pass on to Craigmillar Park
Church her sincere thanks for the kindness and assistance given to Sheila
during her time with us. We hope to have her new address available in
March's issue of Prism.
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Lent Study Groups 2016
The Bible & Climate Change
There is growing evidence that the world’s climate is
changing rapidly & that the most likely reason is human
activity. Christian Aid has issued a set of five studies
exploring what the Bible has to say about our
connection with our environment & our responsibility
to ensure that the poorest have access to a fair
share
of
the
earth’s
resources.
See
www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/churches/resources/
bible-study/bible-study-climate-change.aspx
We aim to work through these in house groups, at least one daytime & one
evening, from w/c 15 February. We have invited other Newington churches to
take part.
Within this topic a wide range of aspects of Christianity are covered:

 w/c 15 Feb: God’s Glory in Creation - Psalm 104
 w/c 22 Feb: God Creates & Commissions His Image Bearers - Genesis
1.26; 8-9

 w/c 29 Feb: Corrupted but Redeemed – Genesis 3.17-24; Romans 8.18-25
 w/c 7 Mar: God’s Concern for the Poor – Leviticus 25.18-28; Proverbs
 w/c 14 Mar: Inspired to Take Action – Isaiah 65.17-25
If you would like to take part, please contact Ann Thanisch (phone number
0131 477 2430 / 0781 494 9468; email annthanisch@blueyonder.co.uk) by
Sunday 14 February.

Recycling Clothes at Craigmillar Park
The big cardboard container
between the church & the
hall is no longer available to
take unwanted clothes and
household
materials;
however you can still bring
them to church. If you do,
please leave them in bags beside the
Basics Bank box. They will be

collected from there on a
regular basis, and passed on
to Edinburgh Direct Aid for
Syrian
refugees
or
disadvantaged children in
Bosnia. Anything suitable for
neither will be donated to
local charity shops.
Ann Thanisch
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Dates For Your Diary
February
Sun 7 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Wed 10 Feb – Ash Wednesday Lent begins
Fri 12 Feb, 10.30am – World Day of Prayer Bible Study 121 George St
Sun 14 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Finance Meeting after
Sun 14 Feb, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Tue 16 Feb, 2.15pm – The Guild Life on the Line Harold Bowron
Tue 16 Feb, 7pm – Trustees’ meeting & Congregational Board in chapel
Wed 17 Feb, 7.30pm – NCT Committee Meeting Reid Memorial Church
Sun 21 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Fri 26 Feb, 10.30am – World Day of Prayer Bible Study 121 George St
Sun 28 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship
March
Tue 1 Mar, 2.15pm – The Guild Life as a Military Chaplain Rev N Gardener
Wed 3 Mar, 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together Reid Memorial Church
Fri 4 Mar, 2.30pm – World Day of Prayer Service Craigmillar Park
Church
Sat 5 Mar – Conference for the Kirk Session & others
Sun 6 Mar, 10.30am – Holy Communion and in St Margaret’s at 3.15 pm
Wed 9 Mar, 7.30pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room
Sun 13 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Tue 15 Mar, 2.15pm – The Guild Haiti Project (Guild Project)
Sun 20 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship for Palm Sunday

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club in February…
12th—The Life and Achievements of John Muir, Will Collin
19th—Experiences with British Rail, Harold Bowron
26th—The Edinburgh Renaissance Band, Professor D M & Mrs Campbell
Fridays at 10.15am in the Church Hall. Coffee £1.50. Visitors welcome.

Congregational Register
Change of address:
Miss Ruth Longmuir, now at 89 St Albans Road, Edinburgh EH9 2PQ
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Duties
7 & 14 February – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Seonaid Wilson, Julia Yarker,
Colin Aitken
21 & 28 February – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773)
Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, David Cargill, Kathleen Cockerell, John Kelly,
John Knox
6 March is Communion
13 & 20 March – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475)
Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch
Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Feb 2016
7th

Pauline Weibye

Norman Weibye

Roger Paton

14th

Astrid Gracie

Christopher McLeod

Norman Weibye

21st

Sandra Lamb

John Kelly

Julia Yarker

28th

Norman Weibye

David Topping

Ian Breadon

6th

Ruth Longmuir

Peter Thanisch

Norman Weibye

13th

Gordon Braidwood

Norman Weibye

Ian Breadon

Mar 2016

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev John Urquhart

14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623
minister@craigmillarpark.org

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer & Depute
Session Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Roger Paton

0131 664 2877
rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

Edward Cuthbert

organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillarpark.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

Copyright © Craigmillar Park Church16
2015—Scottish Charity No: SC017061

