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No 453 February 2017      Minister: Rev John Urquhart  

News & views from Craigmillar Park Church, Edinburgh 
A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 

www.craigmillarpark.org 

Dear friends, 

The church season of Lent is 

near. Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, which this year is 

Wednesday 1 March. This date will 

be familiar to our Welsh members as 

this year it coincides with St David’s 

Day: the patron saint of Wales. (It’s 

also the date of a Big Idea Fischy 

music concert at Liberton Kirk, when 

hundreds of children from various 

local primary schools gather to have 

a hugely positive experience through 

words and music. If you haven’t 

heard Fischy Music before, give it a 

try at www.fischy.com.) 

Lent provides an opportunity to 

focus on praying to God, seeking to 

help those in poverty through giving, 

practical action and prayer, and, 

additionally (and only if our health 

and circumstances permit) to take 

on some kind of fasting or 

readjustment of our activities, and 

so focus less on ourselves. 

These exercises are not intended to 

be an awkward burden to prove our 

‘spirituality’ to ourselves or others, 

but an opportunity to make space 

for God and God’s concerns in our 

lives. They are not a way of 

persuading God to look more 

favourably on us: God already looks 

favourably on us and accepts us 

when we have faith in Jesus, who 

has done all that is needed to make 

the way to God open for us, by 

dying for us, the righteous one for 
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the unrighteous. This, St Paul 

insists, is where we should base our 

confidence: 

Since then it is by faith that we 

are justified, let us grasp the fact 

that we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Through him we have confidently 

entered into this new relationship 

of grace, and here we take our 

stand, in happy certainty of the 

glorious things he has for us in 

the future. This doesn’t mean, of 

course, that we have only a hope 

of future joys—we can be full of 

joy here and now even in our 

trials and troubles.  

(Romans 5: 1-3; JB Phillips NT) 

So don’t look on these voluntary 

disciplines as a way of establishing 

your credentials with God, but as 

means of deepening a ‘relationship 

of grace’ and as chances of helping 

others, through re-prioritising our 

lives: seeking to put first God’s 

kingdom. Of course, we don’t need 

to confine our spiritual disciplines to 

one season of the year. However, 

we sometimes find the 

encouragement of a set time, when 

others are engaged in these things, 

a useful impetus to take a step 

forward in training ourselves to live 

closer to God. 

Here is one suggestion: Lent is a 

time traditionally of giving up, but 

Love Your Streets encourages you 

to give out. #Do1NiceThing is 

about loving the person in front of 

you: serving others and the wider 

community. It is about making 

positive steps to make life better for 

others (and yourself in the process). 

The ideas are generally very simple 

and don’t require much thought or 

planning. If you don’t like one of the 

ideas, do something else. You can 

find out more at: 

www.loveyourstreets.org.uk/

do1nicething-lent.html 

We also might be able to fit you into 

an ecumenical Lent House Group, if 

you get in touch with Ann Thanisch, 

as soon as possible. (Details on p. 5) 

John 

The service this year, “Am I 

being unfair to you”, has been 

written by the women of the 

Philippines.  Our local service 

will be held in St Patrick’s RC 

Church, 40 High Street, at 

2.30pm on Friday 3 March 2017.  All 

will be welcome.   

The associated Bible studies will 

be led on 10 February by 

Alistair Cameron (Society of 

Friends) and on 17 February 

by Rev William Brown (Church 

of Scotland).  Both take place in 

121 George Street at 10.30am.   

Isabel Smith 

World Day of Prayer 
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The library is 

gradually getting 

going. You may 

have seen a book 

display after the 

service in early 

January. Our idea 

is to have a 

library display after the service on 

the second Sunday of each month so 

you can choose a book or return one 

then. The library cupboard is the 

yellow one at the end wall of the hall 

and, ideally, people should go 

directly to this to choose or return 

books.  However, we are selecting 

some books (more or less at 

random) to display, so 

that you can have a look 

while enjoying your 

coffee! 

The process of 

borrowing is quite 

simple; there is a file for 

recording your name, 

the title of the book and 

the date of borrowing, 

plus a column for when 

the book is returned. 

When it was published, 

The Shack by Wm. Paul 

Young, was  book of the 

year at both 

Waterstones  and 

Sainsbury’s and by 2012 sales were 

17 million.  Therefore, I am not 

surprised to hear it is being made 

into a film, though not I hope 

without the author’s approval!   

Young had a very troubled life and 

went through around 11 years of 

Christian 

counselling and 

support, during 

which his family 

nearly broke up. 

His wife suggested 

he wrote a story 

to help his 

children understand what had 

happened to him and thus The 

Shack was born. 

The story is about a man whose little 

girl was abducted and murdered, 

and he cannot forgive God for letting 

it happen. While the rest of his 

family are away he receives a 

message, apparently from God, to 

go and meet Him in the 

very shack in which the 

murder had taken place. 

Full of suspicion he 

decides to go to the 

meeting and much of 

the story is about his 

encounter with the three 

persons of the Trinity 

and what he learns 

there. In this story of a 

life-altering encounter 

with God many people 

have found hope and 

encouragement. 

It is a work of fiction, 

but the centre of the 

story derives from a very deep 

experience of God which is scriptural 

(see The Shack Revisited by C 

Baxter Krugar PhD).   

Worth reading before you see the 

film! 

Jean Walker 

Book News 
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Edinburgh Telephone Choir 

This is the 70th annual concert of the Edinburgh Telephone Choir and will 

feature as guests the KS Dance Academy and the Broxburn and Livingston 

Brass Band.  Tickets cost £12 (one free for every 10 ordered) and order forms 

can be found at the back of the church or from Christine Sloan.   
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A group of 8 of us (10 in week 4!) met each 

week of Advent in the Session Room to work 

through Tom Wright’s book, Advent for 

Everyone: A Journey Through Matthew.  Week 

by week we considered the four Gospel 

themes of watching, repenting, healing and 

loving, guided by the Bible passages and 

notes provided by Tom Wright. We all really 

enjoyed it, mainly, I think, because: 

a) the notes and questions to consider were 

 lively and thought provoking 

b) we were all equally enthusiastic, with everyone contributing to 

discussion in equal measure 

c) we all had slightly different viewpoints 

d) we all appreciated doing something like this to distract us from other 

types of Christmas preparation! 

So we would all definitely recommend doing something like that next year. 

Meantime, if you can’t wait that long, Lent study groups will be starting in the 

week of 27 February. These are open to Newington churches of all 

denominations, and are using the highly acclaimed booklet by Paula Gooder 

The Joy of the Gospel. This is based on Pope Francis' 

recent reflections on mission and evangelism, 

Evangelii Gaudium, which offers a positive & realistic 

approach to sharing faith in the modern world.  We 

fully expect it to be as stimulating as the Advent 

course, and already by the time of writing there has 

been an enthusiastic response from members of 

several churches.   

The closing date for sending in application forms for 

Lent studies was set as 5 February, but if you let me 

know that you are interested as soon as you can by 

phone (0781 494 9468) or email 

(annthanisch@blueyonder.co.uk), you can certainly 

still be fitted in.  

Such groups are undoubtedly worth a go; if they turn out not to be for you, or 

you can’t manage to come every week, it has cost you nothing (besides £6.50 

for the booklet of course!).   

Ann Thanisch 

Study Groups at Craigmillar Park Church 

mailto:annthanisch@blueyonder.co.uk
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Down 

1 Have a look at this goose! (6) 

2 Part of a plant system (4) 

3 Peacocks' mates (7) 

4 Can't see the woods for the trees  

   here (5) 

5 You may find this growing in 4  

   above (8) 

6 Solemn sort of fruit ? (6) 

12 Mo roused by small rodent (8) 

14 Sort of stirk (7) 

16 E! thorn stings like this (6) 

18 Coo, let out the leopard (6) 

19 Is Ms Streep named after a  

  blackbird? (5) 

21 Cooked in a trice! (4) 

Across 

7 Let cat out for livestock (6) 

8 "Yet I tell you that not even  

   Solomon in all his splendour was  

   dressed like one of these" (6) 

9 Is mead used to make this  

   cheese? (4) 

10 He hogged around insectivorous  

   mammal (8) 

11 Dr cleared of derring-do causing  

   wear and tear to soil etc (7) 

13 Rye a staple part of brewing (5) 

15 County horse? (5) 

17 Symbolic British dog (7) 

20 Arable or not about trees (8) 

21 River may need to be freed of  

   some of this (4) 

22 Eel was swallowed up by  

   stoat (6) 

23 One flew over this nest! (6) 

Answers in the  

next edition 

Crossword 

with a natural 

world theme 

by Roger Paton 
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The Church and the Revolution 

Mr Zernov was a refugee from the 

Russian Revolution of 1917, or so I 

was told as boy in Dublin. He 

certainly looked the 

part. He was old, with 

a flowing white beard 

and only one leg.  He 

spoke with a deep very 

Russian voice, smiled a 

lot, and would roll 

oranges down the aisle 

at church to small 

people like me.  

That was my first 

brush with the Russian 

Revolution.  Later at school I would 

try to learn Russian and at 

university we were all impressed 

with the Marxist dialectic account of 

history, of labour being the only real 

source of value, of the need for 

community action and religion being 

the “opium of the people”. 

Now, looking back on these 100 

years, we can see that it was not the 

fine experiment in utopian living it 

was cracked up to be.  It began with 

a bloody civil war between the Red 

Army and the White Army which 

lasted from  February 1917 to 1923 

in which 12 million people, mostly 

civilians, were killed or injured.  It 

was another sad example of the 

chaos that ensues when a tyrannical 

regime collapses.  

Then we had the five-year plans and 

the great leap forward as Russia 

industrialised and 10 million 

peasants were forced off their land 

and died of starvation.  The 

Orthodox Church was banned and 

any religion was seen as a counter-

revolutionary threat.  Dissident 

priests were sent to the 

Gulag labour camps in 

Siberia. Until Stalin 

realised that he needed 

the church to instil a 

stronger patriotic spirit 

in the people when 

faced with the Nazi 

invasion.  

Relations cooled again 

under Khrushchev and 

Brezhnev. But when 

Gorbachev began his “glasnost” 

reforms in the 1980s, the church 

was finally allowed a role in national 

life and the persecutions ended. All 

this was overtaken, of course, with 

the economic and political collapse 

of the Soviet Union in 1991.   

Mercifully, and exceptionally, it did 

not result in the usual blood-bath. 

But the Communist experiment was 

over, broken by its own rigidity and 

its culture of fear.  

The great mistake it made was that 

it forgot it was dealing with human 

beings. Yes, with their foibles but 

also with their need for kindness, 

freedom and a spiritual life. The 

Communist leaders failed to realise 

that religion is not the cause of 

human spirituality but the result of 

it.  And as kindly old Mr Zernov 

exemplified, it can never be 

stamped out. 

 

John Knox   
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Rev Dr Liam Fraser was 

ordained and inducted 

into the "exciting, 

groundbreaking" new 

role of Campus Minister 

at the University of 

Edinburgh during a 

service at St Giles’ 

Cathedral last month. 

The 30-year-old said he 

was really looking 

forward to challenging widespread 

scepticism and indifference toward 

the Christian faith among the 50,000 

people in the university community.  

Dr Fraser plans to engage with 

students in pubs, cafes, libraries, the 

chaplaincy centre and in the 

corridors of the hallowed institution.  

His job involves supporting young 

Christians who, far from home, have 

come to doubt their faith and 

become estranged from the Church 

of Scotland. 

Dr Fraser, who was born and raised 

in Edinburgh and grew up in 

Mayfield Salisbury Church, said the 

Campus Ministry will be producing 

resources to show the rationality of 

the Christian faith, will offer courses 

on prayer, discernment and will 

provide opportunities for worship 

and service to the local community. 

Dr Fraser - who is based at the 

Greyfriars' Charteris Centre in The 

Pleasance - said that while the 

parish will always be the foundation 

of the Church, society was no longer 

constrained by geographical 

boundaries, but by 

confines of thought, 

feeling, and culture.  He 

added that the aims of 

the Campus Ministry 

post, which has been 

funded by the 

Presbytery of Edinburgh 

for an initial three 

years, were simple but 

very significant. 

Dr Fraser said: "I feel called to reach 

those people who yearn, and long, 

and strive for something more, but 

are not sure what that something 

more is, who ask themselves from 

time to time: ‘is this it?’ 

"I hope to enlarge the imaginations 

of students and staff, and make the 

Christian faith a credible and 

attractive possibility once again.” 

Rev Dr George Whyte, clerk to the 

Presbytery of Edinburgh, said: 

"Presbytery felt that it was time for 

the Kirk to make a distinctive 

contribution to the spiritual life of 

the 50,000 strong student and staff 

community of the University of 

Edinburgh.  We knew that this 

enormous challenge could not be left 

to one congregation so we have 

made a major commitment to 

employing a full-time Campus 

Minister.  He will be part of a wider 

team as the Campus Ministry is 

sponsored by six Edinburgh 

congregations." 

Pauline Weibye 

Campus Minister for Edinburgh 
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February 

Sun 5 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy  
   Communion after 
Tue 7 Feb, 1pm – Funeral of Ms Jessie Dodds (late of St M’s) Seafield  
   Crem. 
Tue 7 Feb, 2.15pm – The Guild (Fostering Compassion by Lesley Winton) 
Tue 7 Feb, 6.45pm – Edinburgh Presbytery 
Wed 8 Feb, 6.30pm – Chalmers Lectures: Reforming the Kirk: the  
   future of the Church of Scotland by Rev Dr Doug Gay, at St Giles’  
Thu 9 Feb, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home 
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room 
Sat 11 Feb, 2-4pm – Parents & Toddlers in the church hall 
Sun 12 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Tue 14 Feb, 7pm – Trustees meet, followed by the Board Session Room 
Tue 14 Feb, 7.30pm – Newington Churches Together AGM St Peter’s,  
   Lutton Place 
Wed 15 Feb, 6.30pm - Chalmers Lectures: Reforming the Kirk: the  
   future of the Church of Scotland by Rev Dr Doug Gay, at St Giles’  
Sun 19 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship 
Tue 21 Feb, 2.15pm – The Guild (Queensberry House by Jenny Calcott) 
Sun 26 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Sun 26 Feb, 8pm – A Musical Welcome, Concert for Refugees St Mary’s  
   Episcopal Cathedral 
 
March 

Wed 1 Mar – Ash Wednesday Lent begins 
Fri 3 Mar, 2.30pm - World Day of Prayer service St Patrick’s RC Church,  
   40 High St 
Sun 5 Mar, 10.30am – Holy Communion 
Tue 7 Mar, 2.15pm – The Guild (Grassmarket Project by Jonny Kinross) 
Wed 8 Mar, 7.30pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room 
Thu 9 Mar, 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home 
Sun 12 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Dates For Your Diary 

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club in February… 

10th—Rajasthan, John Graham 

17th—Edinburgh, Leith and Newhaven, Jim Ross 

24th—Kakadu—Australia, Sandy Maclean  

Fridays at 10.15am in the Church Hall.  Coffee £1.50.  Visitors welcome.  
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Deaths 

Mrs Judith McQueen, 44 Orchardhead Road, December 2016 

Dr David Sim, St Margaret’s Nursing Home, January 2017 

Mr William Innes, Mayfield Court, January 2017 

 

New Member 

Mrs Linsay Black, 6 Ventnor Place, EH9 2BP 

Congregational Register 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Feb 2017    

5th Ruth Longmuir David Topping Roger Paton  

12th Julie Read Norman Weibye Norman Weibye  

19th Colin Aitken Christopher McLeod Julia Yarker  

26th John Humphrey John Kelly Ian Breadon  

Mar 2017    

5th Miriam Weibye David Topping Norman Weibye  

12th Elizabeth McLeod Norman Weibye Ian Breadon  

New Syrian refugee families arrived 

in Edinburgh this January. If you 

would like to give a card welcoming 

them to their new homes, you can 

send it to Edinburgh Churches for 

Sanctuary, c/o Grace Church Leith, 

15 North Bank St, Edinburgh EH1 

2LS, and they will ensure it reaches 

them. Perhaps mention something 

interesting about the city. Or ask a 

child in your family to draw a picture 

for another child. If you are buying a 

greetings card, it is best not to 

include one with images of people in 

it. And don’t include your own 

contact details; if you would like to 

help welcome new arrivals in other 

ways, add a separate note about 

this, and Edinburgh Churches for 

Sanctuary can get in touch as 

opportunities arise.  

This is a simple act of friendship that 

could make a real difference to 

newcomers, even if they do not 

know who you are.  

Ann Thanisch 

Cards of Welcome 
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The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is  

Sunday 19 February.  Please send items to Ruth by email— 

prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297 

Minister Rev John Urquhart 
14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623 

minister@craigmillarpark.org  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer & Depute 

Session Clerk 
Christopher McLeod 

0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Roger Paton 
0131 664 2877  

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational Board 
John Kelly 

0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website www.craigmillarpark.org webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

5th Feb – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336) 
Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Peter Thanisch, 
Christine Thomson 

12th & 19th Feb – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520) 
Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Seonaid Wilson, Julia 
Yarker, Colin Aitken 

26th Feb & 12th Mar – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 
Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, David Cargill, Kathleen Cockerell, John Kelly, 
John Knox 

5th Mar is Communion 

Duties 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 
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