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 No 462 February 2018      

News & views from Craigmillar Park Church, Edinburgh 
A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 

www.craigmillarpark.org 

Dear friends, 

This year, Easter is early and Lent 

therefore begins very soon, on 

Wednesday 14 February 2018.  

That is also St Valentine’s Day 

(although the ‘saint’ largely 

seems to have been 

dropped from the 

love-fest).  Judging 

by the profusion of 

red hearts and 

chocolates in 

supermarket 

displays, it’s clear there’s no 

contest in most people’s minds 

as to which is more important.  

Expressing love for your 

nearest and dearest is never 

out of place but it doesn’t 

really need such conspicuous 

consumption.  What matters 

to Christians?  Over-

indulgence or a degree of self-

restraint?  A temporary focus on 

earthly love or contemplation of 

God’s perfect and abiding love for 

us?  Lent is an opportunity to step 

aside a little from our normal lives 

and take time to think about our 

relationship with God. It doesn’t 

matter how you do that: it 

could be through joining a Lent 

study group (see Ann Thanisch 

if you want to know more 

about that) or you could 

undertake a self-

directed programme 

of prayer, Bible 

readings or study.   

Some people choose 

to do something 

practical such as an act of 

kindness every day.  Others 

opt for some kind of fasting or 

physical self-denial but you 

should only undertake this if 

your health permits. 

Whatever you choose to do, I 

urge you to set aside time 

during Lent for prayer and 

reflection on God’s love and how 

that manifested itself in the gift, not 

of chocolates, but of his own Son.    

Every blessing, 

Pauline Weibye 
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Parish visitations 

We are hoping to visit 

some more streets in the 

parish in late March. The 

plan is to call in pairs while 

delivering Easter cards, or 

following up soon after 

posting them through 

letterboxes. From our 

experience last autumn, it would 

seem best to bring questionnaires 

with us, to be completed at the time 

of the visit, if appropriate.  

Any help with this exercise 

would be very much 

appreciated - even just taking 

an hour to do a few doors. So 

please let me know if you are 

able to take part.  

We should probably meet to 

plan what we are doing in early 

March – we could say provisionally 

after the service on Sunday 4 

March? 

Ann Thanisch, 0781 494 9468 

For the last few years Mark and 

Susan Wong have been running the 

Parent and Toddler Group virtually 

single handed and the time has 

come now for them to concentrate 

their efforts elsewhere. We at 

Craigmillar Park owe them a big 

debt of gratitude for all their hard 

work and commitment. 

I am hoping that we can get enough 

volunteers so that we can start the 

group up again soon. If you can 

spare a Saturday afternoon to help, 

even one Saturday every eight 

weeks, please do 

speak to me. The 

more volunteers 

we get, the 

better. If we do 

not get enough 

volunteers the 

group will have to fold which would 

be a shame after all of Mark and 

Susan’s effort. 

Please speak to me for more 

information or to offer help.   

Julia Yarker  

Parents and toddlers 

From my journal 

A series of extracts by David Cargill 

A rendering of Ephesians 3 verse 18.  Paul prays that we may have power, 

together with all the saints, to grasp how all-embracing and enduring and awe

-inspiring and utterly dependable is the love of Christ.   
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Danger—no one at work 

“When Adam delved and Eve span, 

who was then the gentleman?” 

Thanks to the continuing industrial 

revolutions we have all become 

gentlefolk. We leave the delving to a 

few tractor-drivers and the spinning 

to the sweat-shops of Asia. 

“Work” has become a more 

difficult thing to define. And 

yet we all need it, not just to 

earn a living but to fulfil our 

living.    

On the face of it, 

unemployment in Britain 

is down to a tolerable 

four per cent. But that disguises a 

lot of “under-employment” – 

temporary, low-paid, unfulfilling 

work, especially for the young. 

There is a lack of jobs for those who 

want to work with their hands or 

work in the open air. Even the 

brainy graduates pouring out of our 

universities are finding it difficult to 

begin interesting and challenging 

careers.  

Then look abroad and you see 

desperate levels of unemployment in 

Spain (16 per cent) and Greece (20 

per cent) and among the rising 

middle classes of the Arab world and 

Africa and South America. This is not 

just a great waste of lives but it also 

leads to political up-set and unrest, 

terrorism and mass migration. 

So the search is on for meaningful, 

challenging “work” in a world that is 

becoming more global, centralised 

and more automated.  It’s to be 

found less in producing  

“things” (because machines can do it 

better and there is a limit to what is 

needed) and more in providing 

infinite “services”, like health, 

education, sport, arts and crafts.  

The problem is that these service 

jobs are not yet being created by the 

free market economy – or at least 

not at a wage rate that gives 

workers a decent standard of 

living.  Thus they are provided 

by the government and paid 

for by higher taxes. This is 

a good thing and it keeps 

the economy buoyant.   

But one alternative 

being examined by the 

Scottish government is for a 

universal citizen’s income…a kind of 

pension, paid to everyone over 18, 

set at, say, £100 a week.  It would 

replace the benefit system and all 

tax-free allowances. It would allow 

everyone to work or volunteer at 

whatever they liked without 

worrying about paying basic 

household bills. The hope is that it 

would free people to be more 

enterprising, more fulfilled. But it 

would cost, the experts estimate, 

£20bn a year or an extra eight per 

cent in income tax.  

Is this to abandon the famous 

“Protestant work ethic” which gives 

a religious blessing to paid-for work?  

Or should we Christians, or indeed 

other religions, adjust our 

understanding of “work” and return 

to its original meaning of any 

activity that is serving the 

community and the greater 

“kingdom of God” whether it 

produces an economic return or not? 

John Knox   
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A big thank you to the church for 

being willing to host the Care Shelter 

this winter, Bethany Christian Trust’s 

emergency shelter for people who 

would otherwise be sleeping rough.  

Due to the provision of additional 

funding from the Social Bite sleep 

out and the Scottish Government, 

the capacity of the Care Shelter has 

been extended to 75 people per 

night so that hopefully no one has to 

be turned away this winter.  The 

Care Shelter relies on the good will 

and generosity of the churches in 

Edinburgh and the surrounding area 

to provide venues and catering 

teams.  Not all the churches on the 

rota are big enough to accommodate 

75 people and so one venue was 

sought that could host the Care 

Shelter for the remainder of the 

season.  The shelter is now 

operating from Meadowbank Church 

on London Road which has a big 

enough hall to sleep 75.   

As the Care Shelter manager at 

Bethany I want to thank you for 

agreeing to host the Care Shelter 

and for your 

enthusiasm 

in doing so.  

Special 

thanks goes 

to Lorne 

who 

immediately 

set about making sure the building 

complied with the necessary fire 

regulations.  Some people also 

spoke to me about collecting 

donations of clothing and toiletries 

that could be handed out on the 

nights that the Care Shelter was to 

be at Craigmillar Park.  If anyone 

has already collected donations 

please let me know and I can take 

them to the shelter at Meadowbank.     

The increased capacity of the shelter 

is part of a Scottish Government 

initiative to tackle rough sleeping in 

Scotland this winter.  Therefore we 

anticipate that next winter we will 

again be looking to our supporting 

churches to offer their buildings as 

Care Shelter venues.   

Craigmillar Park also generously 

supported the work of the Care 

Shelter with a donation following the 

Christmas Fair.  These vital funds 

enable us to meet people’s 

immediate needs of shelter, warmth 

and food as well as supporting 

people to move on from being 

homeless.   

Thank you for your support.   

Ruth Longmuir 

Care Shelter update 
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In 2014 the cleaning of the 

church premises was given 

over to a group of  eight 

volunteers. This not only 

transformed the quality of 

the cleaning but also 

resulted in a welcome 

ongoing saving of £4,000 

per year. 

Volunteers meet at the church once 

a fortnight and spend about an hour 

cleaning “their” section.  Each time 

they are rewarded by seeing the 

results of their efforts and taking 

pride in leaving their section clean 

and tidy. I will take this opportunity 

to give sincere thanks to these 

generally unseen volunteers. 

Since 2014 there have been 

changes. Norman has worked hard 

to increase income from 

the use of the premises by 

outside groups. His success 

means that we have to 

revise the cleaning 

schedules to ensure that 

the premises remain 

attractive. In addition the 

number of volunteers has 

reduced to six which means that we 

need to recruit to limit the time 

spent by each volunteer. 

Could you spare an hour once a 

fortnight to help? 

If so I should be grateful if you 

would speak to me and I will explain 

what is involved without obligation 

or pressure. 

Lorne MacDougall 

Who cleans the church? 

This year’s 

Newington 

Churches 

Together Lent 

Study uses a 

booklet of six 

Lent talks 

broadcast on 

Radio 4 in 

recent years.  

Alexander 

McCall Smith, 

Ann 

Widdicombe, Bonnie Grier, Giles 

Fraser, James Runcie and Nick 

Baines try to engage a broad 

audience of all faiths or none with 

the significance of the Easter story. 

Groups comprising members of all 

churches in Newington will start 

meeting in the week of 12 February 

so there is still time to sign up.  

Please let me know as soon as 

possible by phone (0781 494 9468) 

or email (annthanisch@gmail.com).  

Groups meet weekly for six weeks, 

though it is not essential to come 

every week. 

Ann Thanisch 

BBC Radio 4 Lent Talks  
Lent study 2018 
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With the problem of us all using too 

much plastic being particularly 

topical, here is an update about the 

bottle tops that many folk leave at 

the back of the church. 

What happens to them? 

I take the tops back home and 

periodically hand them over to 

Rosemary McCosh when she visits 

her mother, who is my next door 

neighbour. She in turn passes them 

on to be sorted twice a month by 

volunteers, mainly members of St 

Peter’s Church, Galashiels.  They are 

then stored in a big green shed in 

the church grounds until they are 

handed over to local firm CK 

Polymers, near St Boswells.  They 

are made into granules to be used in 

the fibre optic industry. 

The most recent payment made by 

the firm to Galashiels Rotary Club, 

which runs the project, was £1200 

in April 2017. This was donated to 

the Lavender Touch, a palliative care 

charity based in the Borders.  A copy 

of the letter which accompanied the 

cheque is by the box for the bottle 

tops at the back of the church. 

What exactly is needed? 

Only tops with a 4 in a green 

triangle on the inside can be 

recycled; typically they are milk 

bottle tops from the most common 

brands. Those with other numbers 

on them have to be weeded out by 

the volunteer sorters, and it is not a 

good use of time to be carefully 

passing them round just to have 

them thrown away at the end of 

their journey. It would therefore be 

very much appreciated if you make 

sure that any you donate are of the 

‘4’ variety. 

Many thanks,  

Ann Thanisch 

Bottle tops update 

World Day of Prayer 

“All God’s creation is very 

good!”  This is the theme 

chosen by the women of 

Suriname.  The local service 

this year is in the Salvation 

Army Citadel in East Adam 

Street on Friday 2 March 2018 

at 2pm.  All will be most welcome.   

The associated Bible Studies 

on Genesis 1: 1-31; Genesis 

2: 4-24 and Psalm 8 will be 

held in 121 George Street on 

Fridays 9 and 16 February at 

10.30am.  Again, all will be 

most welcome. 

Isabel Smith 
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Refugee Strategy 

The Church of Scotland has welcomed a new strategy to support people 

seeking safety in Scotland. The Scottish Government’s New Scots Refugee 

Integration Strategy, which has been endorsed by UNHCR, the United 

Nations’ Refugee Agency, sets out a vision for how the country can welcome 

and support people in the rebuilding of their lives.  The strategy aims to help 

people settle, become part of the community, share their skills and pursue 

their ambitions.  The Church is a member of Scottish Faiths Action for 

Refugees, a partnership project made up of 13 groups, which played a part in 

its development, and congregations across the country are heavily involved in 

helping refugees settle into their new communities. David Bradwell, SFAR 

refugee co-ordinator, said: “Refugee integration is for everyone.  It’s a two-

way process that needs to include ‘New Scots’ and existing communities.  It is 

a good sign that the role of faith groups in supporting refugees is 

acknowledged in the strategy and that our work to promote interfaith and 

intercultural dialogue is essential for its successful delivery.”  

 

Rev Tara Granados 

Some will remember the Rev Tara Granados, originally from Texas, who 

impressed us all when she led worship here in January 2017.  At that time, 

she was a probationer at Portobello and Joppa but you may be interested to 

know that she has now secured a parish of her own and has been ordained 

and inducted to Ibrox Parish Church in Glasgow.  I have sent her the 

congratulations and best wishes of all at Craigmillar Park.  You can read more 

about Tara on the Church of Scotland website at http://

churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2018/

from_texas_to_ibrox_new_minister_welcomed_to_glasgow. 

 

Rev Aquila Singh 

You may have seen in the newspapers that a Church of Scotland minister, the 

Rev Aquila Singh, minister at Fernhill and Cathkin Parish Church in Rutherglen 

(and an IT teacher at the former St Margaret’s School here in the parish), has 

been named Woman of the Year at the 12th Scottish Asian and Business 

Awards.  The award recognises the achievements of an inspirational person 

who has made a positive impact on society.  Miss Singh’s accolade has also 

been recognised and welcomed by the Scottish Parliament.  Read more about 

it at http://churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2018/

inspirational_minister_hailed_in_the_scottish_parliament 

Pauline Weibye 

News from the Church of Scotland 
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Saum 23 
 
1. MY Shepherd is the Lord, and aye 
My ilka want He’ll fill. 
He ca’s me far the girss grows green 
An burnies row sae still. 
 
2. My wandert sowl He’ll turn again, 
And, aa for his dear name, 
He’ll gar my thochtless fit aye haud 
The road that brings me hame. 
 
3. Nae dreed shall stoun my briest when I 
Gang throwe death’s dowie den, 
For Ye’re my nieper, and Your staff 
Convoys me safely ben. 
 
4. Ye’ve set me doon tae sup my fill, 
My croon wi blessin’s cower; 
In sicht o aa that wish me ill 
My bowlie’s breemin ower. 
 
5. Through aa my days Your kindly care 
Shall traivel at my side, 
And in my Faather’s heivenly hame 
For evermair I’ll bide. 
 
Translated by Sandy Forbes, Fraserburgh 

While idly thinking about Burns Suppers and how we all, in January, start to 

read and listen to Scots alongside our normal English, I wondered if Prism 

readers would appreciate seeing the occasional prayer or psalm in Scots.  

Here’s one to start us off.  Do let me know what you think.   

Pauline Weibye 

Lunch Club 

The Guild and Lunch Club members had a most 

enjoyable Christmas lunch.  Many thanks to all the 

willing helpers for making it such a happy 

occasion.  The Lunch Club has recommenced 

following the holidays and meets every Tuesday at 

12.30pm.   

Flora Paton 
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Down 

1 OT 80 registration for vegetable  
   grower? (6) 

2 Lose the way to make gin! (4) 

3 Maul/rip up for early flower (7) 

4 Tree seed which can be sore on the  
   feet! (5) 

5 Cunning animal with hand-gear reveals  
   flower (8) 

6 Led ram around small apple-like  
   fruit (6) 

12 Prods now from the soil in spring (8) 

14 Area in south of Scotland where you  
   will find flowers? (7) 

16 Eric 'as found some flowers (6) 

18 Coroner removed zero tolerance for  
   prickly plant (6)  

19 Precious stone found in beryllium? (5) 

21 Take a bit of a slice for louse (4) 

Across 

7 Popular non u tree (6) 

8/21 It's lucky to find one with  
   four! (6,4) 

9 Cabbage found around lake? (4) 

10 A mod girl? - no, a flower (8) 

11 They're very old remains found  
   in rock strata (7) 

13 A hard-skinned type of nut (5) 

15 No elm could grow this  
   fruit! (5) 

17 It's always the best policy! (7) 

20 Type of climbing  
   honeysuckle (8) 

21 See 8 Across 

22 Fine kind of wool (6) 

23 Not science, it's salad! (6) 

Answers on page 12 

Crossword 

with a theme of 

plants and 

flowers 

 

by Roger Paton 
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February 

Sun 4 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

Tue 6 Feb, 7pm – Edinburgh Presbytery meets 

Fri 9 Feb, 10.30am – World Day of Prayer Bible Study 121 George Street 

Sun 11 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

Tue 13 Feb, 7pm – Trustees meeting followed by the Congregational  

   Board 

Wed 14 Feb – Beginning of Lent 

Fri 16 Feb, 10.30am – World Day of Prayer Bible Study 121 George  

   Street 

Sun 18 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

Sun 25 Feb, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

 

March 

Fri 2 March, 2pm – World Day of Prayer service Salvation Army Citadel,  

   East Adam Street 

Sun 4 Mar, 10.30am – Holy Communion 

Sun 4 Mar, 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home 

Wed 7 Mar, 7pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room 

Sun 11 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

Dates for Your Diary 

Burns Supper 

We held a very successful Burns 

Supper in the church hall on the 

evening of Friday 26 January. 

The hostesses prepared and 

presented a very enjoyable meal of 

Cock-a-Leekie soup, followed by 

haggis, neeps and tatties, then 

trifles and "all the trimmings". 

Throughout the evening, we had "in-

house" entertainment starting with 

an address to the haggis and 

followed with solo singing, a three-

dimensional rendering of Tam o' 

Shanter, fiddle music and traditional 

singing by the choir led by our own 

organist. These performances were 

followed by excellent speeches for 

and against the lasses!  A quiz on 

Edinburgh was a challenge to each 

table. Throughout the evening we 

were well entertained by our worthy 

master-of-ceremonies. The whole 

evening was a great success and 

huge thanks are due to all who 

contributed in any way. 

Roger Paton 
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Congregational Register 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Feb 2018    

4th John Humphrey Christopher McLeod Ian Breadon  

11th Astrid Gracie John Kelly Norman Weibye  

18th Norman Weibye John Humphrey Julia Yarker 

25th Roger Paton Norman Weibye Roger Paton 

Mar 2018    

4th Christopher McLeod John Kelly Ian Breadon  

11th Colin Aitken John Humphrey Norman Weibye  

4th & 11th Feb - Convener: Isabel Smith (667 6336) 

Kathleen Cockerell, Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey, John Kelly,  
Ruth Longmuir, Julie Read 

18th & 25th Feb – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520) 

Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman 

Weibye, Pauline Weibye 

4th March is Communion 

11th & 18th Mar – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 

Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, 

John Humphrey 

Duties 

Death: Mrs Margaret Cargill died on 8th January 2018. 

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club… 

9th Feb—The First Astronomer Royal on Blackford Hill, Dr Peredur Williams 

16th Feb—Round the Horn, Ken Logan 

23rd Feb—Fred with Ginger, Peter Kendrick 

2nd Mar—Golden America, Part 4, Mexico to Utah, Fred Daniels 

Fridays at 10.15am in the church hall.  Coffee £1.50.  Visitors welcome.  
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Locum Minister Rev Betty Smith 
0131 441 5858 

smithrevb44@gmail.com  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer &  

Depute Session 

Clerk 

Christopher McLeod 
0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Roger Paton 
0131 664 2877  

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational 

Board 

John Kelly 
0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website 
www.craigmillar 

park.org 
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 18 February.   

Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297. 

Clues Across: [7] Poplar, [8] and [21] Clover leaf, [9] Kale,  
[10] Marigold, [11] Fossils, [13] Gourd, [15] Lemon, [17] Honesty,  
[20] Bindweed, [21] See [8], [ 22] Saxony, [23] Rocket 

Clues Down: [1] Potato, [2] Sloe, [3] Primula, [4] Acorn, [5] Foxglove, 
[6] Medlar, [12] Snowdrop, [14] Borders [16] Ericas, [18] Teazel,  
[19] Beryl, [21] Louse 

Crossword Answers 


