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A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 
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1http://variety.com/2016/film/reviews/risen-review-1201709094  

Dear friends, 

Easter is almost upon us. Easter 

Day this year is 27 March, which is 

quite early. It can be as early as 22 

March, though it is not often so. The 

last time was in 1818. Perhaps, if 

recent inter-church proposals to 

seek a fixed date for Easter come to 

fruition, it will indeed be the last 

time.  It is interesting to note, 

though it is not uncommon, that the 

date for Easter in 2017, for both 

Eastern and Western churches, is 

the same:  16 April (Gregorian 

calendar). 

Let me tell you about Risen: a 

new film that is coming out on 18 

March. It tells the story of a Roman 

soldier investigating the strange 

disappearance of the body of Jesus 

of Nazareth: a sort of detective story 

or ‘New Testament noir’, as one 

reviewer calls it.1  

The fictional military tribune, 

Clavius, is played by Joseph Fiennes, 

best known for playing the title role 

in Shakespeare in Love.  His aide is 

Lucius, played by Tom Felton who 

was Draco Malfoy in the Harry Potter 

films. Together they are tasked with 

solving the enigma of what 

Minister’s Letter 
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happened to Jesus, 

or Yeshua, as he is 

called in the film, in 

the weeks following 

the crucifixion. They 

are there to disprove 

the rumours of a 

risen Messiah and 

prevent an uprising 

in Jerusalem. (The film contains 

some ‘biblical violence’ but is not as 

disturbing to watch, as Mel Gibson’s 

The Passion of the Christ.) 

If you think ‘O no, not another 

sword and sandals epic!’, then think 

again. Risen reportedly avoids the 

‘cheesy sanctimony and cheap 

sentiment’2 of the traditional biblical 

epic, so brilliantly and affectionately 

lampooned by the Coen brothers in 

Hail Caesar, which, by the way, is on 

release from 4 March. 

Why am I telling you this? First, it 

is to give you an opportunity to go 

and see Risen and see what you 

think. Why not go with a friend or in 

a group? Secondly, we could run a 

discussion evening, if you thought it 

worthwhile. Thirdly, the question of 

what happened to Jesus on that first 

Easter morning is 

more than just a 

Roman police 

procedural matter, 

but worthy of 

investigation in itself.  

As Timothy Keller 

provocatively says to 

people who want to 

pick and choose a Christianity they 

can believe in: 

 If Jesus rose from the dead, 

 then you have to accept all that 

 he said; if he didn’t rise from the 

 dead, then why worry about any 

 of what he said? The issue on 

 which everything hangs is not 

 whether or not you like his 

 teaching but whether or not 

 he rose from the dead.3 

Meanwhile, we will be 

commemorating Holy Week and 

Easter as usual in the church, 

starting on Palm Sunday, when we 

are glad to welcome back St 

Margaret’s Singers to take part in 

our worship of God. You can read 

the rest of the events in the Dates 

for your Diary section on page 7.  

John 

2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/movies/biblical-drama-risen-takes-an-oblique- 
  look-at-the-resurrection-of-jesus/2016/02/18/0c164292-d5a6-11e5-b195- 
  2e29a4e13425_story.html?tid=kp_google  
3 T. Keller. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Scepticism. Hodder, 2008, p. 202.  
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Praise and Prayer Time in Priestfield Parish Church 

Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm till about 9pm 

This event is for members and friends of the three congregations involved 

in discussions with Presbytery: Craigmillar Park, Reid Memorial and 

Priestfield.  

It will give an opportunity to share joys and concerns, to support one 

another through the months ahead, and to bring the future shape of God’s 

mission in the area before God to ask for direction and guidance. 

If you have any prayer concerns for our community, for our congregation 

or for this process please pass them to Christopher McLeod (0131 667 

1475; treasurer@craigmillarpark.org), before Thu 10 Mar.  

The Church Library is restarting! 

Most of the old books have been 

removed and are being replaced 

with new ones. Books could be 

available during coffee time after the 

Church service so look out for them 

in the coming weeks. 

If you have any treasured books you 

would like to give (or perhaps lend) 

please bring them in. We are not 

looking for old unwanted items but 

ones that 

are really 

interesting 

and help 

us on our 

journey 

with God.  

We hope to get some new books so 

please let Pauline or me know what 

you would like to find in your library. 

Jean Walker 

Book News 

Congregational Register 

Deaths: 

Mrs Ray Mckenzie, Hermitage Gardens, Edinburgh, died February 2016 

Mrs Myra Brown, Mortonhall Road, Edinburgh, died February 2016 
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Down 

1 Author of The Snow Queen (8) 

2 Euclid (non-u) reveals military  

   leader (2,3) 

4 Thus sari reveals cavalry soldier (6) 

5 Very short electronic story! (1,4) 

6 Author of "Smiley's People" (2,5) 

7 A.D.? (4) 

8 Christian name of author of 1984  

   (6) 

12 Our first series of children's  

   books? (8) 

14 Liken to author of "The Hobbit" (7) 

16 Venus de Milo's missing features!  

   (2,4) 

17 Wall or ceiling decoration (6) 

19 Description of The Wives of  

   Windsor (5) 

20 _ _ _ _ _ Elba, AKA Luther (5) 

21 Author's original words or modern  

   method of communication! (4) 

Across 

1 Kain and _ _ _ _ , novel by Jeffrey  

   Archer (4) 

3 Some wheat ley-lines conceal  

   author of The Devil Rides Out (8) 

9 Probably Dick ensures a famous  

   author (7) 

10 _ _ _ _ _ , Bride of Lammermuir (5) 

11 Hi Gerard, drag around author of  

   King Solomon's Mines (5,7) 

13 Here, there's a book of the O.T.  

   Bible (6) 

15 Thirkell, who wrote about  

   Barsetshire (6) 

18 Totally dim or a good read by  

   Dickens! (3,9) 

22 Nonsense writer! (1,4) 

23 I arm U.S.A. against Japanese army  

   officer (7) 

24 Sounds ok to play at Wimbledon,  

   actually a poet! (8) 

25 Second-hand? (4) 

Answers on page 12 

Crossword 

with a 

theme of writers, 

books etc 

by Roger Paton 
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A big thank you once again to all 

those in the church who have been 

knitting squares for blankets for 

Mary’s Meals, and a particular thank 

you to Renate for her wonderful job 

of sewing them up. Literally 

hundreds of squares have been 

produced now; for the March 

consignment we have two blankets 

ready to go, with enough squares for 

two or three more, at the last count.  

The blankets are delivered to Morag 

Insley, of Soroptimist International 

(Edinburgh), who collects them, 

along with unwanted clothes, and 

backpacks of clothes, stationery etc. 

All are then picked up by the Mary’s 

Meals van, which visits Edinburgh 

about three times a year. The 

clothes are sold in Mary’s Meals 

charity shops or for recycling, while 

the blankets and backpacks are 

packed up in shipping containers and 

sent out to Malawi, home to Mary’s 

Meals biggest school feeding 

program, now providing over 25% of 

all primary schools with meals each 

day. The blankets and backpacks are 

badly needed there by families in 

what is one of the poorest countries 

in the world, facing huge challenges 

in education, access to healthcare, 

and widespread child malnutrition.  

Ann Thanisch 

Knitting Blankets for Mary’s Meals in Malawi 

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club in March… 

11th—Edinburgh Cinemas Remembered, Ian Rintoul 

18th—Judy Garland – Entertainer Supreme, Peter Kendrick  

25th—No Meeting – Good Friday  

Fridays at 10.15am in the Church Hall.  Coffee £1.50.  Visitors welcome.   
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“Gist” is the old English spelling of 

yeast and “barm” is the Scots word 

for it.  

“Barm pot” originally meant a vessel 

used for fermentation, but for a long 

time the phrase has also been used 

by Scots as an insult. Yeast also has 

a negative image in the Good News 

Bible. In the Old Testament you are 

told when not to use yeast more 

than twenty times. In the New 

Testament, yeast (or barm in 

Lorimer’s New Testament in Scots) is 

used as a metaphor for pride (once), 

hypocrisy (four times) and general 

sin and wickedness (four times).  

In contrast to the Good News Bible, 

the King James Bible never mentions 

the word “yeast” at all.  If 

contemporary translations of the 

Bible assume that there is something 

dodgy about yeast, how come it 

never even appeared on the radar of 

the team working on the King James 

Bible in 1611? What has changed? If 

yeast is so theologically suspect, 

why did God go to all the trouble of 

creating more than 1,500 different 

species of yeast? 

Biblical literalists avert your eyes 

now.  

Until the 1850s, nobody even 

realised that yeast was an organism: 

“yeast” (and “barm”) originally 

meant “frothing”, i.e. the visual 

signs that fermentation is 

happening. Only relatively recently 

have the words yeast and barm 

been used to refer to the substance 

itself, rather than the visible signs of 

the process. So where the Good 

News Bible uses the word “yeast”, 

the King James Bible uses the word 

“leaven”.  This refers to the bakers’ 

practice of fermenting old bread so 

that it can be added to the new 

batch of dough to help it rise. It is 

generally believed that this was the 

way bread was made in biblical 

times. Presumably the Good News 

Bible people thought that 

substituting “yeast” for “leaven” 

made the text seem more 

contemporary. Ironically, in recent 

years sourdough has become much 

more popular, so maybe a future 

translation of the bible will revert to 

“leaven”. 

The Festival of Unleavened Bread, 

on which Passover has been piggy-

backed, calls for unfermented bread 

(not just unleavened). We note, 

however, that in the Exodus from 

Egypt, the Israelites carried mixed 

dough with them for baking later. 

That dough would actually have 

been fermenting all the time. My 

time working in Finland has made 

me very partial to unleavened 

Happy Yeaster:  

get my gist or am I a barm pot? 

Freeimages.com/Davide Guglielmo  
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bread: yeast does not work with the 

kind of rye flour they use. I am 

happy to share a recipe, but be 

warned: I shall have to give you a 

lump of the dreaded leaven to get it 

started.  

After Unleavened Bread and 

Passover comes Easter and on 

Easter Sunday I like to make koulich 

(originally Russian, I think), an 

enriched bread with dried fruits and 

spices. It is much easier making 

koulich with fresh yeast. It is a sad 

fact about human nature that the 

effect religious bans on things like 

foodstuffs is simply to add savour to 

their consumption. Or maybe that’s 

just my nature. 

Peter Thanisch 

Dates For Your Diary 

March 
Sun 6 Mar, 10.30am – Holy Communion and in St Margaret’s at 3.15 pm 

Wed 9 Mar, 10.30am & 1.30pm – Fischy Music Concert Liberton Kirk  
 (repeated) 
Wed 9 Mar, 7.30pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room 
Sun 13 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship 
Tue 15 Mar, 2.15pm – The Guild Haiti Project (Guild Project) 
Tue 15 Mar, 6.45pm – Edinburgh Presbytery meets 
Wed 16 Mar, 9.30am – The Big Idea Committee meeting Liberton Kirk 
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm – Praise & Prayer for the churches’ future  
 Priestfield Parish Church  
Sun 20 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship for Palm Sunday with St  
 Margaret’s Singers 
Sun 20 Mar, 7pm – The Big Idea Palm Sunday Service FM Centre with  
 Dougie Robertson 
Mon 21-Fri 25, 7.45am – Holy Week Meditations at CPC with breakfast  
Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm – Service of the Upper Room & foot washing St  
 Peter’s, Lutton Pl 
Fri 25 Mar, 10 to 11.15am – NCT Good Friday Walk of Witness from  
 CPC to Nicolson Sq Garden  
Fri 25 Mar, noon to 3pm – NCT Good Friday Vigil St Peter’s, Lutton Place 
Fri 25 Mar, 7.30pm – Good Friday Evening Service at Craigmillar Park  
Sun 27 Mar, 10.30am – Holy Communion for Easter Sunday 
Tue 29 Mar, 2.15pm – The Guild AGM 
  

April 

Sun 3 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy Communion after 
Wed 6 Apr, 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together Reid Memorial Church 
Sun 10 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship 
Sun 10 Apr, 3pm – The Guild Daffodil Tea All welcome 
Sun 10 Apr, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s  
Sun 17 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Stated Annual Meeting  
 afterwards 
Tue 19 Apr, 7.30pm – The Kirk Session meets  
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The March Hare and the Educated Tortoise 

My favourite scene from Lewis 

Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland is the Mad Hatter’s tea 

party in which the March Hare and 

the Mad Hatter are 

confronted by the 

only sensible 

person around the 

table, the young 

Alice.  It is, of 

course, a take-off 

of the characters in 

the senior common 

room at Oxford 

where Carroll (real 

name Charles 

Dodgson) was a 

maths lecturer in 

the 1850s. The conversation is 

crazy, totally illogical, out-of-touch 

and unconsciously unkind. The dons, 

like March Hares in the spring are 

running wild and boxing each other.   

Incidentally, it’s now been 

established that this “boxing” 

behaviour in hares is not young 

males fighting it out for supremacy 

but females fighting off unwelcome 

advances from the young males.  So 

it’s all politically correct! 

Another of my favourite stories is 

Aesop’s fable of the Hare and the 

Tortoise.  Hares can run at 35mph 

but can be overtaken by tortoises 

who can only move at 1mph.  And 

this is the crazy world in which we 

now live because I think that we old 

tortoises (like myself) have 

overtaken the young hares in the 

race for public money.  

I’ve been looking at the most recent 

public spending figures for Scotland 

and I was shocked to find that £20 

billion goes on pensions and welfare 

each year, £13 billion goes on health 

but only £9 billion is 

spent on education 

and training.  Most 

of the spending on 

pensions, welfare 

and health goes to 

older people while 

the young are left 

to struggle through 

underfunded 

nurseries, schools 

and colleges.  The 

average university 

student emerges 

with over £20,000 of debt. Not much 

wonder our education system has 

dropped out of the top 20 in the 

OECD world rankings. 

It’s true that in 2014, the Office of 

National Statistics claimed that 

Scotland is the best educated 

country in Europe. But that was only 

measuring the percentage of the 

workforce with some sort of tertiary 

qualification (45 per cent).  We 

cannot keep this up if we continue to 

push education down the funding 

agenda in order to “protect” 

pensions and health. 

It’s more than sad that Scotland 

appears to be abandoning its 

tradition of offering every young 

person a good education, free of 

charge or debt, a tradition that 

stretches back to the Reformation.  

It’s not just a matter of economic 

prosperity or social cohesion, it’s a 

Source unknown 
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matter of giving every individual a 

full life.   

We’ve hardly begun to fund nursery 

education. Our schools are under-

resourced and our colleges are 

shadows of the workers’ educational 

institutes they used to be. As for our 

universities, they have become so 

job-orientated and commercialised 

that the Mad Hatters in the senior 

common rooms think they can pay 

themselves Alice in Wonderland 

salaries of £200,000 and resist 

government attempts to introduce a 

little democracy into how they are 

run.  

Happily, all the political parties are 

speaking up about education in the 

election campaign. But this old 

tortoise hopes they will match their 

rhetoric with a real shift in spending 

away from health and pensions and 

towards education. Give the young 

hares a chance.   

John Knox 

6 March is Communion 

13 & 20 March – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 
Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann 
Thanisch 

27 March is Easter Sunday 

3 & 10 April – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408) 
Peter Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline 
Weibye, Seonaid Wilson 

Duties 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Mar 2016    

6th Ruth Longmuir Peter Thanisch Norman Weibye  

13th Gordon Braidwood Norman Weibye Ian Breadon  

20th Roger Paton Christopher McLeod Roger Paton  

27th Julie Read John Kelly Julia Yarker  

Apr 2016    

3rd Colin Aitken David Topping Norman Weibye  

10th John Humphrey Peter Thanisch Ian Breadon  
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I gave a short account in February’s 

Prism of progress on Presbytery’s 

review of Reid Memorial, Priestfield 

and our own congregation.  

Representatives from the Kirk 

Sessions of the three congregations 

have now met twice with the 

Deployment of Resources group that 

is leading us through this process.  

These meetings have been 

friendly and constructive – all of 

us know that we are here to 

do God’s will for this 

area and we are 

keen to ensure that 

we work together 

in the best 

interests of those 

we are called to 

serve.  We recognise 

and understand the pressures that 

Presbytery is facing as the number 

of ministers declines and we accept 

that change will be necessary.  We 

were asked to envisage our 

congregations in five and ten years’ 

time and all three identified the 

same challenges of declining 

membership, fragile finances and 

high buildings costs; we also all 

have faithful and energetic members 

who are utterly committed to God’s 

work – but who are becoming, 

perhaps, a little tired. 

There have been significant changes 

already in Edinburgh Presbytery in 

the last few months, in East 

Edinburgh, in Portobello and in 

Gorgie and Stenhouse with 

congregations coming together in 

different combinations.  The vacancy 

at Reid Memorial coupled with the 

reviewable tenure in both Priestfield 

and Craigmillar Park mean that 

Presbytery’s attention is now 

focusing on this area.  It is 

important to stress that this is not a 

consequence of any failure on our 

part or on that of our neighbouring 

churches.  It is simply a fact of 

modern Church life. 

It has become clear that the 

status quo is not an option.  

That is, Presbytery are 

seeking change in the 

configuration of the 

three 

congregations.  

However, they are 

very open indeed to 

suggestions about 

what that might look 

like.  The DRC group is hoping that 

the three congregations will be able 

to agree on their joint mission for 

the area and reach their own 

conclusions on how Presbytery 

should organise ministry and 

discipleship to fulfil that mission.  

There are really only two main 

options although there are different 

ways of shaping these.  The first is 

known as ‘linkage’, where 

congregations remain separate but 

share a minister; it could be of two 

or even all three congregations.  It is 

quite a common model in rural areas 

of Scotland but not so common in 

cities.  As you can imagine, it is 

quite a burden for the minister, who 

would have two or three Kirk 

Sessions to moderate, separate 

Treasurers, separate accounts and a 

daunting number of meetings to 

Presbytery Review 
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attend.  It is a model which is likely 

to be unattractive to a minister and 

we might find it difficult to call 

someone.  It would not address any 

problems of declining membership 

and fragile finances and it would 

place an increased administrative 

burden on office-bearers within the 

congregations.  However, it would 

allow congregations to remain in 

existence and to retain their unique 

identities (and buildings).  The 

alternative is ‘union’, where two or 

all three congregations formally 

merge into one new congregation 

with a single Kirk Session, a single 

charity number and a sharing of 

skills, people and money.  In our 

case, it seems that Presbytery would 

be happy to permit such a union to 

have more than one ministry post so 

we might, for example, have a 

minister, an assistant or associate 

minister and a specialist worker (for 

pastoral care, children, families or 

the elderly, for example).  Unions 

can also have more than one place 

of worship.  Unions can, however, be 

unpopular and we know that 

members can drift away. 

The Kirk Session of Craigmillar Park 

has met and has agreed to support a 

direction of travel towards change.  

At the moment, we have not 

committed to any particular model 

but we have all accepted that a 

linkage is probably not a good idea.  

That means that we are considering  

- no more than considering at the 

moment – whether a union would be 

the best outcome.  The Kirk Sessions 

of the other two congregations are 

discussing this matter in very similar 

terms.  Incidentally, we have all 

agreed to set aside buildings 

questions for the moment.  These 

are always difficult since people tend 

to be attached to their ‘own’ 

buildings but obviously it would need 

to be tackled at some point.   

The Deployment of Resources group 

is now to draft a position paper for 

discussion at all three Kirk Sessions.  

We hope to receive that in time for 

our own Kirk Session meeting on 9 

March.  We will then meet together 

again in April and see if the three 

Sessions can agree on a 

recommendation.  It would be good 

if we could, but that may not be 

possible for all sorts of reasons.  It’s 

difficult therefore to give you an idea 

of the likely timescales for all of this; 

Presbytery would like, we think, to 

have an idea of the way forward by 

the summer.  If change is proposed, 

there will have to be formal 

congregational meetings so 

members will have a say, rest 

assured.  In the meantime, do speak 

to me or to any elder if you need 

more information or if you would like 

to comment on the situation. 

These are challenging times and 

there is a real need for prayer.  As 

you will read elsewhere in Prism, 

there is to be an event at Priestfield 

on 17 March, which will allow 

members of all three congregations 

to pray together for God’s guidance.  

I do hope that members of 

Craigmillar Park will go along to that 

event, to get to know our 

neighbours and to share our fears 

and hopes and prayers for the 

future. 

Pauline Weibye 

Session Clerk 



12 

 

Minister Rev John Urquhart 
14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623 

minister@craigmillarpark.org  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer & Depute 

Session Clerk 
Christopher McLeod 

0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Roger Paton 
0131 664 2877  

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational Board 
John Kelly 

0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist Edward Cuthbert organist@craigmillarpark.org  

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website www.craigmillarpark.org webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

Copyright © Craigmillar Park Church 2016—Scottish Charity No: SC017061 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

Clues Across: [1] Abel, [3] Wheatley, [9] Dickens, [10] Lucia,  

[11] Rider Haggard, [13] Esther, [15] Angela, [18] Old Mortality,  

[22] E. Lear, [23] Samurai, [24] Tennyson, [25] Used 

Clues Down: [1] Andersen, [2] El Cid, [4] Hussar, [5] A Blog, [6] Le 

Carre, [7] Year, [8] George, [12] Ladybird, [14] Tolkein, [16] No arms, 

[17] Fresco, [19] Merry, [20] Idris, [21] Text 

The deadline for items for the April edition of Prism is  

Sunday 20 March.  Please send items to Ruth by email— 

prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297 


