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No 454 March 2017      Minister: Rev John Urquhart  

News & views from Craigmillar Park Church, Edinburgh 
A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 

www.craigmillarpark.org 

Dear friends, 

This Lent, why not choose a book 

that will help your faith to grow? 

Each year successive Archbishops of 

Canterbury have promoted a Lent 

book. This year’s book is actually 

written by the Archbishop himself, 

the Most Rev Justin Welby. It’s an 

attempt to answer a question asked 

long ago by a curate at his church, 

when Welby was treasurer of an 

international oil company. He was 

asked, ‘But what is a Christian 

treasurer that anyone else is not?’1 

It isn’t a traditional Lent book, in 

that it doesn’t closely follow the 

steps of Jesus to the cross. 

However, it does provide devotional 

material on an important theme for 

Christian discipleship, and Welby 

gives a strong defence of the 

appropriateness of its being a Lent 

book: 

Minister’s Letter 

1 Dethroning Mammon, Introduction, Kindle ed. location 213 
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Never mind chocolate, or even 

alcohol: try giving up materialism 

for Lent, and try reforming the 

way we understand what is good 

and bad in the economy. Put all 

of it into prayer, and find that, 

although the world won’t change 

overnight, a revolution may 

begin, because God is the one 

who brings new life by raising 

Jesus Christ from the dead. 

It’s called Dethroning Mammon: 

making money serve grace, and it’s 

published by Bloomsbury at £9.99. 

The main title comes from Jesus’ 

words in the Gospel according to 

Matthew, in the block of teaching 

known as the Sermon on the Mount, 

which we have been looking at 

recently in church. (The saying also 

occurs in Luke 16:13.) 

No one can serve two masters. 

Either you will hate the one and 

love the other, or you will be 

loyal to the one and have 

contempt for the other. You 

cannot serve God and wealth 

[Mammon]. Mt 6:24 (CEB) 

The starting point is Jesus’ 

personification of wealth as a power 

in our lives. God generously ‘calls us 

and guides us, even while we are 

possessed by the power of 

Mammon.’2 What follows are various 

biblical reflections on dethroning 

that power and learning to adjust 

our vision.  

The introduction and the cover 

illustration are based on Christ’s 

parable of the pearl of great price in 

Matthew 13:45-46, in which a 

merchant, who finds one greatly 

valuable pearl, sells all he has to buy 

it. Welby suggests some ways in 

which we can ‘tackle our own 

reluctance’ to follow the merchant’s 

example. The aim throughout is:  

to encourage a Christ-directed 

questioning and examination of 

our attitudes to everything from 

our own wealth (or lack of it), 

through to a critical and prayerful 

approach to what is good at the 

level of local, national and global 

economics.3 

The first four chapters question a 

purely materialistic view of what we 

have, by examining several limited 

ways of looking at the world:  

1. What we see we value; 
 (Jn 11: the raising of Lazarus) 

2. What we measure controls us; 
 (Lk 19: Jesus on the way to 

Jerusalem)   

3. What we have we hold;  

 (Jn 12: Jesus anointed at 

Bethany) 

4. What we receive we treat as ours. 

 (Jn 13: Jesus washes the 

disciples’ feet) 

Then in the last two chapters, Welby 

suggests two countermeasures, two 

principles which can help to correct 

our seeing and thinking in line with 

Jesus’ ways of seeing and thinking: 

5. What we give we gain; 

 (Jn 19: the burial of Jesus) 

6. What we master brings us joy. 

 (Rev 3 & 18: Laodicea and 

Babylon’s fall) 

2 Dethroning Mammon, Introduction, Kindle ed. location 143  
3 Dethroning Mammon, Introduction, Kindle ed. location 213 
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It’s not essentially a difficult book to 

read, but it does present a strong 

challenge for us to see the world 

with God’s eyes, through the eyes of 

Jesus. 

Even if this book does not appeal to 

you, consider taking out a book 

from the church library. The 

library is open to all browsers, 

normally on the second Sunday of 

the month. (This month it is on 

Sunday 12 March.) 

John 

It has been a little time since we last 

updated the congregation on 

progress on the future of the 

congregations in this area.  I can tell 

you now that Presbytery, at its 

December meeting, approved the 

Basis of Linking and the Basis of 

Reviewable Charge for Craigmillar 

Park and Reid Memorial.  These are 

the documents that members saw 

and discussed at the congregational 

meeting. The Presbytery Planning 

Task Group of Ministries Council 

concurred with those decisions.  

There was a short appeal period in 

which either Kirk Session could have 

appealed but neither did so.  That 

means that the linkage will now go 

ahead.  John Urquhart remains in 

post for the moment but will be 

finishing at Craigmillar Park by 31 

July 2017; he may choose to go 

earlier, of course, if that suits him.  

There will be time later to pay 

tribute to John and to thank him for 

his years of devoted service but, in 

the meantime, members might care 

to pray for him, Rebeca and David 

during this period of uncertainty for 

their family life.   

We cannot really make much 

progress until Craigmillar Park is 

formally declared ‘vacant’ but it is 

likely that Presbytery will 

nonetheless appoint an Interim 

Moderator within the next few 

weeks; his or her job will be to work 

with the Kirk Session on vacancy 

planning, jointly with Reid Memorial 

as much as possible.  We will also be 

continuing to work with Priestfield 

on joint mission and prayer matters 

as well as on the arrangements for 

the recruitment, in due course, of 

the Ministries Development Worker 

who is to work across the three 

congregations. 

In the meantime, the everyday 

business of being God’s people here 

in Craigmillar Park will continue.   

We will continue to serve our 

neighbours and to bear witness to 

God’s redeeming love, particularly 

as we approach the mysteries of 

Lent and Easter.  The Resurrection 

to which we bear witness reminds us 

that there is life and hope even in 

the dark days of uncertainty.  Please 

don’t be afraid for the future – we 

are in excellent hands! 

Pauline Weibye 

Deployment of Resources Review  
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On my way down from the Syrian 

border area after 6 days of very cold 

and snowy weather. It's been one of 

the hardest winters experienced by 

the refugees and by the local 

Lebanese population. I've been 

moaning all the time - no hot water 

- bitingly cold - no central heating. 

What do I know of non-stop misery 

in the camps! Just what I see and 

that's bad enough. However our EDA 

work has been going on apace and 

it's great to see the difference it's 

making to people's lives. Our 

workshop for both Syrian and 

Lebanese women is not only a hub 

for socialising away from the camps 

but also a place to make clothes, 

rugs and items to sell. Our 

vocational training centre for young 

people offers a chance to learn a 

skill and possibly employment at the 

end. This is already happening. Our 

aid distribution centre is endlessly 

busy dispensing warm clothing, 

bedding, woolly hats and gloves and 

many things to help with the 

challenges of winter. None of this 

would be possible without our 

dedicated team who work tirelessly, 

efficiently and with much empathy. 

Our new school for 700 children is 

now up and running and we are 

soon to add another five classrooms 

- another new school will be started 

soon.  

The severe winter weather has 

meant even more demand on our 

resources and we've had many 

people arriving at the office in 

desperate need of help. I've been all 

over the place trying to answer as 

many of these needs as possible - a 

large school which needs heating oil 

so that pupils can carry on learning. 

New families arriving from war torn 

areas of Syria who come with 

nothing. They need much support. A 

centre for 140  badly injured and 

disabled children who now have no 

money for rent and no heating oil. 

So it goes on. We try to do as much 

as we can but it’s never enough. 

We'll just go on trying. 

Latest news from Arsal, Lebanon 

Craigmillar Park Church was wonderfully generous in donating supplies during 

the autumn, and funds at Christmas time, for the Syrian refugees in Arsal, 

Lebanon. So readers might be interested in this message from Edinburgh 

Direct Aid’s Maggie Tookey, on her way back a few weeks ago. 

Feb 2017: snow in Arsal...but warm in school (if you keep your hats & coats on) 
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Parish visitations - 2017 

The Church Action plan includes, 

under the heading Getting to know 

the parish better, the action Develop 

a segmented parish visitation 

annually. This would serve several 

purposes: It would give us a better 

idea of who was in the parish and 

what they felt about the community; 

it would also provide an opportunity 

for us to tell them more about 

Craigmillar Park Church.   

It was decided at the last Kirk 

Session meeting that a few of us 

should form a small group—elders 

and non-elders—to think together 

about the merits of such an 

exercise, and work out the 

practicalities.  It would be good to 

include in this group a few who had 

past experience of similar exercises, 

as well as others who have relevant 

skills, or are simply enthusiastic 

about the idea. 

If you would like to be part of this 

group yourself, or could recommend 

others, please let me know.   

 
Many thanks, 

Ann Thanisch (07814 949 468) 

A four week course exploring Dietrich Bonhoeffer—his 

life, theology, poetry and relevance for today. 

St Columba's by the Castle 

14 Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh EH1 2PW 

7.30-9.00pm, Thursdays 27 April, 4, 11 and 18 May 

If you would like to come along please email: 

d.patonwilliams@gmail.com 

Stations on the road to freedom 

Sunday 26 March, 7-9pm 

East Craigs Church Centre, 3 Bughtlin Market, Edinburgh EH12 8XP 

An opportunity to hear stories from Christian Aid, the Church of Scotland, the 

Scottish Episcopal Church and the United Reformed Church about recent trips 

to Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory. With prayers for peace. 

Israel and the occupied  

Palestinian territory evening 
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Down 

1 Lead the way into valley (4) 

2 Sepia right for this middle eastern  
   country (6) 

3 Once described as a low-lying  
   country full of low lying  
   people! (7) 

4 Saint to be found off the west  
   coast of Africa (6) 

5 New York's nickname (3,5) 

8 Country aka 19 Down (3) 

12 Deserted area around  
   Botswana (8) 

14 Part of car differential found in  
   Wales? (7) 

16 Let him come to Fife town (6) 

18 Cattle crossing, home of  
   Morse (6) 

19 Uncle _ _ _, aka 8 Down (3) 

22 Please hide in the meadows (4) 

Across 

6 Doc, pace out this U.S. holiday  

   town (4,3) 

7 Oxford detective found in the  

   Outer Hebrides (5) 

9 Defensible part of East Anglia? (4) 

10 Elvis said "Viva" to this city! (3,5) 

11 Take stepps(!) to visit this E.  

   European country (7) 

13 Sell apps short to northern  
   people! (5) 

15 U.S. river, famous for its battle in  
   1836 (5) 

17 Haver on about Edinburgh  
   street (7) 

20 The lands around the north of  
   Scotland (8) 

21 Tripped in the Lake District? (4) 

23 Take a short scenic rail trip in  
   Fife (5) 

24 Vehicle needed to get about in 11  

   Across? (3-4) 

Answers on page 12 

Crossword 

with a  

geographical 

theme 

by Roger Paton 
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Help Syrian refugees in Lebanon  

and enjoy a night (or two) out! 

The following week, at Craigmillar 

Park Church, on Friday 31 March 

at 7.30pm the Dunedin Wind 

Band is holding its annual spring 

concert.  

This year’s light-hearted and 

entertaining programme of music 

includes Chicken Run, Disney 

Razzmatazz, The Lord of the 

Dance, and the English Folk Song 

Suite to name just a few. 

Donations will be welcomed for 

Edinburgh Direct Aid. 

This March two popular annual Edinburgh musical events are supporting 

Edinburgh Direct Aid’s work for Syrian refugees in Arsal.  

At the King’s Theatre, the Edinburgh 

Gilbert & Sullivan Society is 

performing its annual show, which this 

year is Ruddygore, a ‘hysterical parody 

of spooky melodrama’.  

On Thursday 23 March for a special 

price of £25 you will get not only a seat 

in the Dress Circle for the show at 

7.30pm, but also access to the 

Cruikshank room to: 

 Enjoy food & wine from 6.30pm 

 Hear a talk by one of the cast at 7pm 

 Meet more of the cast after the show 

 Learn more about the work of 

Edinburgh Direct Aid 

To reserve a ticket call 0131 552 1545 

or 0781 494 9468 

£10 of each ticket price, and also a 

retiring collection from the audience, will 

go to Edinburgh Direct Aid.  
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According to the latest satellite 
survey, Edinburgh has the most 
“green space” of any city in Britain. 
Almost half the land area is 
parkland, garden or wild hillside. We 
are indeed very fortunate.  

Take the nature reserve at 
Duddingston for instance.  I know 
this blessed plot quite well, since I 
work there every Tuesday as a 
volunteer for the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust.  A team of six or seven of us 
thin out the trees, rake the 
reedbeds, cut the bramble, maintain 
the paths etc. It is home to 69 
species of birds (including 40 herons 
and 200 jackdaws), 44 different 
types of trees and bushes, 42 
grasses, 188 herbs, 58 mosses, 16 
lichens, four species of bats, several 
types of butterflies and dragonflies, 
a family of roe deer, and a small 
herd of Shetland cattle who graze in 
the flower meadow. In the loch are 
roach, perch, eels and the occasional 
otter.  

Here you can almost forget you are 
in the middle of a busy city.  Gorse-
covered Arthur’s Seat rises above 
you, the loch glistens below you, the 
trees surround you, the only building 
in sight is the rural 17th century 
tower of Duddingston Kirk.  
Touching the natural word like this is 
a spiritual experience which most of 
us need.  

The Wildlife Trust has 120 such 
reserves across Scotland, many of 
them purposely close to towns and 
cities where people can enjoy them 
on a daily basis.  But the Trust has 
also realised that the reserves are 
not enough if we are going to save 
our wildlife, half of which is in 
decline (according to the latest State 
of Nature report.)   It has launched 
a “living landscape” campaign to link 
all our green spaces together.  

 

There are three pilot projects: 
Coigach-Assynt in the West 
Highlands, the new town of 
Cumbernauld and Edinburgh city.  In 
Edinburgh, people are being 
encouraged to make their gardens 
wildlife-friendly, to keep their 
hedges and front lawns and not 
pave them, to install window-boxes 
and to plant grass on their garage 
roofs. The council and large 
organisations are being urged to 
establish “nature corridors” and 
leave grass cutting till later in the 
season.  

The idea that nature has to be 
actively preserved is relatively new. 
Until now, we had assumed that our 
planet had infinite resources, we 
could exploit them without bothering 
about the future. We are now 
realising that our “dominion” over 
the Earth – in the words of Genesis 
– comes with a duty to protect it 
from our own greed and 
convenience.  It’s a big idea.  And 
like other big ideas – equality, 
evolution, our place in the universe 
– it takes us a little time to discover 
it but when we do it shakes us to 
our foundations.  

John Knox 

Dear green spaces 
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Reid On 

Prayer 
 
God of Justice, you came in Jesus that all might discover life in all its 
fullness.  We pray for the communities in which we live. 
May Christ be known and his love be shown. 
 
We remember those who feel excluded because of race, colour or 
faith. For victims of hate crimes; for those disadvantaged in 
education or career or status because they are different. 
May Christ be known and his love be shown. 
 
We remember those who are sick; those who struggle because of 
disability; the frail elderly; those who feel they receive inadequate 
care for their needs; children and families that all may have the 
opportunity to become all that they can be. 
May Christ be known and his love be shown. 
 
We pray for the changes that are needed in our lives, the life of our 
nation and the policies of our leaders to bring about a society where 
all are welcome. 
May Christ be known and his love be shown. 
 
Help us to be involved in making Christ known in all we are and do 
as we dedicate ourselves to his kingdom. 
 
Amen 

Copies of Reid Memorial’s Church Magazine, Reid On, will be available at the 

back of the church for anyone who would like to keep up-to-date with our 

neighbouring church.   

 

Stated Annual Meeting 

Sunday 19 March, immediately after the service 
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March 

Sun 5 Mar, 10.30am – Holy Communion 

Tue 7 Mar, 2.15pm – The Guild (Grassmarket Project by Jonny Kinross) 

Wed 8 Mar – There will be no Kirk Session meeting this evening 

Thu 9 Mar, 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home 

Sat 11 Mar, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall 

Sun 12 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Wed 15 Mar, 7.30pm – Eucharistic Traditions Rev Scott McKenna at  

   Mayfield Salisbury Church  

Sat 18 Mar, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall 

Sun 19 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship – Stated Annual Meeting after 

Tue 21 Mar, 2.15pm – The Guild (AGM and drama) 

Tue 21 Mar, 7.30pm – Joint Prayer & Praise at CPC  

Thu 23 Mar - Grand Charity Evening for Edinburgh Direct Aid see p.7 

Sat 25 Mar, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall 

Sun 26 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship Clocks go forward for BST 

Tue 28 Mar, 7pm – Edinburgh Presbytery 

Fri 31 Mar, 7.30pm – Dunedin Wind Band Concert in the church (see p.7) 

 

April 

Sat 1 Apr, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall 

Sun 2 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy Communion after 

Mon 3 Apr, 5pm –Cameron Toll Chaplaincy Prayer Costa Coffee 

Sat 8 Apr, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall 

Sun 9 Apr, 10.30am – Palm Sunday Board Meeting afterwards 

Dates For Your Diary 

Newington Churches Together  
Basics Bank  

Urgently required items include: Tinned meals (e.g. meatballs, ravioli, 

curry); tinned meat (e.g. ham, corned beef); tinned fruit & vegetables; 

soup; and washing powder.   

Please remember the box at the back of the church, where items may 
be left.  
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5th Mar is Communion 

12th Mar – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 
Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, David Cargill, Kathleen Cockerell, John Kelly, 
John Knox 

19th & 26th Mar – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 
Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann 
Thanisch 

2nd & 9th Apr – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408) 
Peter Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline 
Weibye, Seonaid Wilson 

Duties 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Mar 2017    

5th Miriam Weibye David Topping Norman Weibye  

12th Elizabeth McLeod Norman Weibye Ian Breadon  

19th David Cargill Christopher McLeod Roger Paton  

26th John Kelly John Kelly Julia Yarker  

Apr 2017    

2nd Pauline Weibye David Topping Norman Weibye  

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club  

in March & April… 

10 March—Golden America—Part 2: Yellowstone to New Mexico, Fred  

   Daniels 

17 March—St Mary’s Music School 

24 March—Geography of the Baltic Sea, David Small 

31 March—Old Edinburgh Trams, Kenneth Williamson 

7th April—Closing meeting 

Fridays at 10.15am in the Church Hall.  Coffee £1.50.  Visitors welcome.  
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February 

Clues Across: [7] Cattle, [8] Lilies, [9] Edam, [10] Hedgehog,  

[11] Eroding, [13] Yeast, [15] Shire, [17] Bulldog, [20] Arboreal,  

[21] Reed, [22] Weasel, [23] Cuckoo 

Clues Down: [1] Gander, [2] Stem, [3] Peahens, [4] Glade, [5] Bluebell, 

[6] Melons, [12] Dormouse, [14] Bullock, [16] Hornet, [18] Ocelot,  

[19] Merle, [21] Rice 

 

March 

Clues Across: [6] Cape Cod, [7] Lewis, [9] Fens, [10] Las Vegas,  

[11] Ukraine, [13] Lapps, [15] Alamo, [17] Hanover, [20] Shetland,  

[21] Fell, [23] Crail, [24] Off-road 

Clues Down: [1] Dale, [2] Persia, [3] Holland, [4] Helena, [5] Big Apple, 

[8] USA, [12] Kalahari, [14] Cardiff, [16] Methil, [18] Oxford, [19] Sam, 

[22] Leas 

Crossword Answers 

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 19 March.  

Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297 

Minister Rev John Urquhart 
14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623 

minister@craigmillarpark.org  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer & Depute 

Session Clerk 
Christopher McLeod 

0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Roger Paton 
0131 664 2877  

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational Board 
John Kelly 

0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website www.craigmillarpark.org webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 


