
1 

 

 

 No 463 March 2018      

News & views from Craigmillar Park Church, Edinburgh 
A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 

www.craigmillarpark.org 

Dear friends 

I happened to be writing this piece 

on 18 February and realised – 

through the wonder of the internet – 

that it was the anniversary of the 

death of Martin Luther.  You may 

remember that in 2017 the 

Protestant world marked the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation 

which Luther sparked.  Horrified at 

the wealth, corruption and abuse of 

power in the mediaeval church while 

ordinary people lived and worked in 

hopeless poverty, Luther called for 

change and Western culture was 

indeed transformed.  People were 

educated and able to read the 

Bible’s message of hope for 

themselves. That led eventually to 

the freedom we enjoy today in 

peaceful Scotland to encounter and 

serve God in whatever denomination 

we choose.  But we are hugely 

privileged in comparison to 

Christians in some other countries, 

who live in fear.  Just in the last few 

weeks, we read of Christians being 

attacked and murdered in 

Bangladesh, Egypt, Nigeria and 

India.  Serving God is our calling, 

our privilege and our joy.  But don’t 

forget those for whom it is also all 

too real a sacrifice.  As we approach 

Easter and start to contemplate the 

sacrifice that Christ made for us, let 

us pray for our fellow Christians 

throughout the world that they may 

know peace and live in safety.   

Martin Luther 1483-1546 

Letter from the Session Clerk 
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God of freedom, 

when we see oppression and persecution,  

help us stand firm for a better way. 

Where people are unable to speak freely,  

give us courage to use our voices. 

Where people cannot worship as they wish,  

may we raise a cry for tolerance. 

Everywhere, may we bring your light of love. 

 

Every blessing 

Pauline 

Roger Paton 

It was with huge sadness that we 

learned of the sudden death of 

Roger Paton, one of our elders, on 

Friday 23 February.  He had been 

seriously ill in hospital for two weeks 

but had seemed to be picking up so 

his death was a shock.  Roger did so 

much for the congregation; he was 

Rollkeeper, on the Church Officer 

team, on the reading rota, 

crossword compiler, quiz master, 

Fresh Start co-ordinator and so 

much more.  He was a faithful 

district elder who kept in close touch 

with many of the congregation.  At 

this point, it’s hard to see how we 

will manage without him.  But, of 

course, it is Flora, Tony, Lynn and 

the children who will miss him 

most.  Our thoughts and prayers are 

with them and the wider family in 

their sad loss. 

Pauline 

From my journal 

A series of extracts by David Cargill 

“We do not come to Him as those who, having put away evil, come to Him for 

pardon.  We come to be delivered.” 

A quote from The Lower Levels of Prayer by George S Stewart 

 

“To be me, I must be me in such a way that I help you to be the you that you 

are meant to be.” 

David Jenkins, former Bishop of Durham 
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Edinburgh Telephone Choir 

Invitation to Bridgend Farmhouse 

You may have noticed how this 19th 

century building on the Old Dalkeith 

Road has been recently restored.  

It’s been done largely by courtesy of 

a £1m grant from the Big Lottery.  

The old derelict farmhouse can  now 

become a thriving community centre 

offering a training kitchen and café, 

a series of workshops in the garden, 

and the base for a whole range of 

social programmes to improve 

people’s health and wellbeing.  

Do come to the official opening on 

Saturday 24 March, 1pm till 11pm. 

There will be tours, food, music, 

children’s games, and, in the 

evening, a ceilidh.  We will also be 

launching a share issue to keep our 

social programmes going. See 

details at:  

www.bridgendfarmhouse.org.uk.  

John Knox 

 

Night & Day, 71st annual concert 

Journey through 24 hours in just 2 hours of   

pure musical enjoyment 

Church Hill Theatre, 9-11 May at 7.30pm 

Musical director: Jerry Gregson 

Accompanist: Nicky Fraser 

Tickets costs £15 which includes a programme.  Children’s tickets 

(under 16) cost £10 on a Wednesday and Thursday nights only.   

Buy online at ww.edinburghtelephonechoir.co.uk or from Mrs Anne 

Woods on 01506 852 125. 
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Funeral compassion 

Strangers have attended a funeral 

for an asylum seeker 

whose death has left 

her 10-year-old son an 

orphan and facing an 

uncertain future.  The 

Church of Scotland and 

the Catholic Church in 

Glasgow arranged a 

Georgian Orthodox 

Church style-service to 

enable the boy and his 

family to grieve and 

say goodbye. 

The 35-year-old, who 

was born and raised in 

Georgia, a former 

Soviet republic on the 

border of Europe and Asia, died after 

a long illness at the age of 35.  

Springburn Parish Church minister, 

Rev Brian Casey, said it was “heart-

warming” and a true measure of 

local community spirit that so many 

people turned out to express love, 

faith and prayers for her son.  

“Irrespective of people’s faith or 

creed, we are here to serve them in 

the way Christ served people of the 

Jewish faith or no faith,” he added. 

The future of her son, who has lived 

in Glasgow since he was three years 

old, is uncertain as his mother was 

awaiting the outcome 

of an appeal for 

asylum.  Mr Casey and 

Father McGrath, of the 

local Roman Catholic 

church, have set up an 

appeal to raise money 

to support the 

youngster and have 

raised £700 so far.   

David Bradwell, co-

ordinator of Scottish 

Faiths Action for 

Refugees, said: 

“Marking a death – and 

remembering a life – 

with dignity and respect are things 

which we would all hope for 

ourselves and our loved ones.  The 

role of the Church to offer 

compassion and understanding is so 

important.” 

“The Church will ask no questions 

about immigration status or ability 

to pay, but offers a loving 

community of prayer and support 

showing our commitment to 

respecting dignity in death as well as 

life.” 

“Irrespective of 

people’s faith or 

creed, we are here 

to serve them in 

the way Christ 

served people of 

the Jewish faith or 

no faith”  

News from the Church of Scotland 

Homelessness 

The Very Rev Dr Russell Barr, a 

former Moderator of the General 

Assembly, has welcomed a new 

Scottish Parliament report on 

combatting homelessness.  Dr Barr 

said he was pleased that MSPs had 

recommended that a "housing first" 

scheme, similar to a strategy used 

successfully in Finland, should be 

introduced in Scotland.  He added 

that a “collective endeavour” 

partnership of local authorities, 

political parties, housing associations 
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Village church scoops 

top eco award 

A village church in the Scottish 

Borders has become the first in 

Scotland to win a top environmental 

award.  Members of Carlops Parish 

Church were presented with a Gold 

Award from Eco-Congregation 

Scotland.  They were commended 

for a broad range of work including a 

proactive approach to recycling, 

responsible travel and energy use 

and also for promoting Fair Trade 

and Christian Aid and the 

congregation’s patio-garden project, 

which benefits the wider community.  

The congregation actively lobby MPs 

and MSPs to express opinions on 

issues such as climate chaos, global 

poverty and climate justice. 

Eco-Congregation Scotland is a 

movement of congregations of all 

denominations who are committed 

to addressing environmental issues 

through their life and mission. 

Gordon Hudson, manager of Eco-

Congregation Scotland, said 

scooping the accolade was a 

significant achievement for Carlops.  

“Carlops has been at the forefront of 

our movement for over ten years so 

it was perhaps not that surprising 

that they were the first to reach this 

milestone.  A total of 417 Scottish 

church congregations are now 

registered as eco-congregations and 

taking this sort of practical action to 

protect the environment and address 

issues like plastic pollution and 

climate change.” 

You can get more information on Eco

-Congregation Scotland at 

www.ecocongregationscotland.org.  

and the charity sector should be 

formed to try and end rough 

sleeping and reliance on temporary 

accommodation. 

The report, published by Holyrood’s 

Local Government and Communities 

Committee, recommends the model, 

which aims to quickly provide a 

home to those in need, alongside 

the right level of support, rather 

than going through several levels of 

temporary accommodation. 

Figures published by the committee 

show that there were 34,864 

homeless applications made to local 

authorities in the past 12 months.  

There were 6,581 children in 

temporary accommodation with a 

majority housed in local authority or 

housing association accommodation 

(61%), with a further 16% in hostels 

and 10% in bed and breakfast 

accommodation. 

Dr Barr is a member of the Scottish 

Government’s Homelessness and 

Rough Sleeping Action Group, 

drawing on nearly 20 years of 

experience of leading the Edinburgh 

charity, Fresh Start, which helps 

homeless people get back onto their 

feet. 

http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/
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Lent is the period in some Christian 

traditions of abstinence and self-

denial. For others it is a time of 

introspection as individuals are 

encouraged to look at their lives, 

their motivation, their hopes and 

their fears.  For some it is a gloomy 

period in the Christian year that one 

can just about navigate with the 

bright prospect of Easter at the end 

of it.  In some churches no hymns 

with the words ‘Alleluia!’ are used. 

In others the pulpit falls change 

from a dark blue to a darker purple 

as the season progresses until one 

arrives at Good Friday where there 

is no decoration at all. 

I did not come from a liturgically 

aware Christian background but over 

the years of my ministry I have 

grown to appreciate the challenges 

of the Christian year and the way in 

which they introduce a form of 

discipline into how I have thought 

about the way in which I express my 

Christian faith.  In recent years I 

have found myself more drawn to 

the concept of taking something up 

at Lent, rather than giving 

something up.  A faith that 

expresses itself largely in ‘Thou shalt 

nots’ has strength, but couching the 

predominant expression of faith in a 

list of negatives misses the 

affirmation of God. 

Why not see Lent as a time of 

accentuating the positive?  The two 

approaches are not mutually 

exclusive, but a challenge would be 

to incorporate both in the way 

you’re going to live your life 

between Ash Wednesday and Easter 

Sunday.  Life involves choices, some 

easy, some hard. Perhaps this Lent 

you might choose not only to give 

up something, which is hard 

enough; you might alongside, or 

instead, choose to take up 

something positive, and see what 

kind of difference for good that 

choice might make in your life. 

Rt Rev Dr Derek Browning 

Moderator’s message on Lent  



7 

 



8 

 

Lent 2018 Lectures 
S

t 
P

e
te

r
’s

 L
u

tt
o

n
 P

la
c
e
 



9 

 

Jamie 

The Lord’s Prayer (in the Doric) 

Faither o us aa,  

Faa’s hame is Heiven,  

We haud up Your name.  

Lat Your Kingly wark gyang forrit,  

An lat Your wye win throwe doon here amang hiz 

The same as it daes abeen.  

 

Gie us this day the mait we need.  

Gin we hae deen wrang, dicht aff the sclate agin’s  

Like we wid dee for een anither.  

Keep’s airted awa fae faar we’re like tae tummle,  

An rax us free o coorseness:  

 

For Your’s is the Croon  

An the Micht  

An the Glorie,  

Aawye an aawye.  

Sae lat it be.  

 

bi David Ogston 

Meet Jamie,  

Julia’s new 

Guide Dog 

trainee.  We’re 

delighted to 

welcome him to 

church as he 

learns how to 

become a Guide 

Dog.   
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March 

Sun 4 Mar, 10.30am – Holy Communion 

Sun 4 Mar, 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St 

Margaret’s Care Home 

Wed 7 Mar, 7pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room 

Thu 8 Mar, 11.30am – Service of thanksgiving for Roger Paton in the  

   church 

Fri 9 March, 11am – World Day of Prayer service Salvation Army Citadel,  

   East Adam Street (postponed from 2 March) 

Sun 11 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Stated Annual Meeting  

   afterwards 

Mon 12 Mar, 7pm  – Richard Holloway in Conversation (see p. 7) 

Sun 18 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

Tue 20 Mar, 7pm – Presbytery meets St Catherine's Argyle Church  

Thu 22 Mar, 7-8pm – Edinburgh Churches Together AGM Augustine  

   United Church, George IV Bridge 

Sat 24 Mar, 1-11pm – Bridgend Farmhouse opening (see p. 3) 

Sun 25 Mar, 10.30am – Morning Worship for Palm Sunday 

Mon 26-Fri 30, 7.45am – Holy Week Meditations at CPC with breakfast  

Thu 29 Mar, 6.30pm – Maundy Thursday short service at Reid Memorial  

Fri 30 Mar, 7.30pm – Good Friday Evening Service at Craigmillar Park  

April 

Sun 1 Apr, 10.30am – Holy Communion for Easter Sunday  

Sun 1 Apr, 7.30pm  – Resurrection praise event in the Usher Hall 

Sun 8 Apr, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

Dates for Your Diary 

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club… 

9 Mar—In the Deep Around Mexico, Alan Gill 

16 Mar—Model Engineering; Building and Operating Miniature Railways,  

 David Neale 

23 Mar—Loch Leven and the River Leven, David Small 

30 Mar—No meeting (Good Friday) 

6 Apr—American Railroads, Kenneth Williamson 

13 Apr—Closing meeting 

Fridays at 10.15am in the church hall.  Coffee £1.50.  Visitors welcome.  
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Congregational Register 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Mar 2018    

4th Christopher McLeod John Kelly Ian Breadon  

11th Colin Aitken John Humphrey Norman Weibye  

18th Gordon Braidwood Norman Weibye Julia Yarker  

25th Ruth Longmuir John Kelly Norman Weibye 

Apr 2018    

1st Julie Read Norman Weibye Norman Weibye  

8th Miriam Weibye John Humphrey Ian Breadon  

4th March is Communion 

11th & 18th Mar – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 

Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, 

John Humphrey 

25th Mar & 8th Apr – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 

Brenda Humphrey, John Kelly, Ruth Longmuir, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann 
Thanisch 

1st April is Communion (Easter) 

15th & 22nd Apr – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408) 

Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia 
Yarker, Colin Aitken 

Duties 

Deaths:  

Mrs Elsie Barnes, Macdowall Road, Edinburgh, died February 2018.  

Mr Roger Paton, Alnwickhill Road, Edinburgh, died 23 February 2018. 
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Locum Minister Rev Betty Smith 
0131 441 5858 

smithrevb44@gmail.com  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer &  

Depute Session 

Clerk 

Christopher McLeod 
0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational 

Board 

John Kelly 
0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website 
www.craigmillar 

park.org 
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 18 March.   

Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297. 

Easter Sunday    1 April    7.30pm    Usher Hall    Free tickets 

Join with more than 2,000 people in celebrating the raising of Jesus from the dead.  

Led by Origin's choir, band and orchestra.  

Music    Worship    Praise    Seeking God   
 

 


