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Letter from the Session Clerk
Dear friends,

breath, of God’s energy blowing
through the cosmos. They show
God as one with a passion for
seeing life return again and
again, not just after a harsh
winter but to wherever hope has
been lost in a cruel world. But
there are challenges for us in
the Pentecost story.

Isn’t it amazing, after that
winter, to feel the slightly
warmer air, to watch the
blossom on the trees and to
hear the birds singing?
It’s
spring! And while I really don’t
like cutting the grass or fighting
(and losing) the annual battle
with weeds, it is wonderful to
feel the turn of the seasons and
to know that a slightly gentler
few months are in store.

What do these stories ask of us
as God’s people in the world?
Do we have to change our
behaviours and attitudes, and
how? As we encounter the Holy
Spirit, are we too encouraged
and
strengthened
in
our
spreading of the good news of
Christ’s resurrection?

We will be celebrating Pentecost
in May this year, the day known
as the ‘birth day’ of the church,
when God comes among his
people in the Holy Spirit. For
us, perhaps it is a ‘rebirth’ day,
when, as in spring, we feel a
new life force and realise the
scope for growth. The stories in
the
book
of
Acts
about
Pentecost paint pictures of the
nature and activity of God’s

Why not take time during May
to re-read chapter 2 of Acts and
see if you too are inspired to
dream dreams and see visions?
With every blessing,
Pauline
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To Be A Pilgrim
“Hobgoblin nor foul fiend can daunt
A friend of mine has just returned
his spirit.” John Bunyan wrote his
from walking the pilgrim way from
famous hymn and his even more
Pied-de-Port in France to Santiago
famous “Pilgrim’s Progress” after
de Compostela in Spain. And those
spending 12 years in
of us who still watch
prison for his religious
BBC television will
beliefs. His story of
have been entertained
Christian’s
journey
by “The Road to
from
the
City
of
Santiago” in which
Destruction
to
the
seven
minor
Celestial City has not
celebrities spent a
been out of print since
fortnight
of
tough
it was first published
walking and tough
in 1678.
It’s a
talking about their
metaphor
for
own
spiritual
everyone’s
spiritual
journeys.
journey through life –
As Pope Benedict put
though written in the
it
in
an
article
lurid,
somewhat
published in 2010:
terrifying style of 17th
Courtesy of Jim Ware at
“To go on pilgrimage
-century England.
Pilgrimagination.com
is not simply to visit a
There are lots of
unsavoury characters trying to pull
Christian off the “straight and
narrow”
Obstinate,
Pliable,
Hypocrisy, Timorous – as he passes
through the Slough of Despond and
the Valley of Death.

place to admire its
treasures of nature, art or history.
To go on pilgrimage really means to
step out of ourselves in order to
encounter God.”
We Protestants have not been much
in favour of these mass pilgrimages
– seeing them as “Popish” carnivals
of pleasure for the wealthy and the
guilty. Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales”
do little to dispel that impression.
But at last year’s General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland, the Kirk’s
official policy changed. We now see
some merit in banding together for a
spiritual journey.

It’s very much a personal journey
and typical of the individualism of
those post-Reformation times. But
pilgrimage doesn’t have to be like
that. There is a much jollier tradition
in which we go on a journey in the
company
of
others.
Christian
pilgrimages have been going on
since the 4th century. Indeed every
major
world
religion
has
its
pilgrimages – Buddhists to Lumbini,
Hindus to the Kumbh Mela, Muslims
to Mecca.

Indeed, there are now half a dozen
“pilgrim
ways”
criss-crossing
Scotland – Iona to St Andrews, St
Cuthbert’s Way from Melrose to Holy

2

Island, St Mungo’s and St Ninian’s
Way from Glasgow to Whithorn, the
Deeside Way in Aberdeenshire and,
to open for business next year, the
Fife Pilgrim Way from Culross to St
Andrews.

middle and its end. Also I like to
think of every journey as a
pilgrimage. It’s an encounter with a
place, or a person, or a task to be
done and, yes, an encounter with
God.

I find it useful to think of life as a
journey, with its beginning, its

John Knox

Pentecost Prayer
Lord our God, it is by Your breath that we live.
It is because of Your Spirit that we exist.
Your kiss of life is our daily revival.
You are the wind beneath our wings.
Come and make Your presence felt,
like a breeze against our skin,
refreshing, invigorating, disturbing.
Come and cause ripples
in our ponds of preoccupation.
Stir up what has become static,
move across the face of our chaos,
let deep call to deep,
for we long to be in company with You.
Breathe on us, wild wind of God!
Be in our faces and at our backs,
never at our beck and call,
but beckoning, calling us as You lead the dance.
Amen
(Prayer by Joanna Love, Development Worker for the Wild
Goose Resource Group)
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Daffodil tea photos

Congregational Register
Death
James Grozier died on 24 April 2018.
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Vacancy business
The
Nominating
Committee
has
been
unable to identify a sole
nominee for the new
linked charge from the
first
round
of
recruitment
and
will
shortly be re-advertising
the vacancy. The new
closing date will be 31
May
2018
and
the
Committee hopes that it
will be possible to make
significant progress after
that date.
We do realise that it
means a delay and therefore a
longer vacancy, and we hugely
regret that. But we all felt that it
was vital to get the right minister for
the two congregations – we hope
you agree!
We will continue to

report progress as we
can. In the meantime,
the
current
locum
arrangements
will
continue.
This means, of course,
that
there
is
no
immediate
need
to
change the time of our
worship on a Sunday
morning or to sort out
manse arrangements but
we’ll continue to keep
the need for both of these things in
our minds so that they don’t hold up
progress at a later stage.

31
MAY

Your prayers and patience would be
much appreciated.
Pauline Weibye

Saturday 20 May from 12.30pm in Princes Street Gardens
4 stages of quality entertainment, worship, conversation and fun
all-new format, more acts & performances than ever before
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St. Margaret's Singers
Under the directorship of John
Cranston, St. Margaret's School,
Edinburgh, was renowned for its
music in general and its choral
singing in particular. The Senior
Choir distinguished itself at festivals
throughout the country and is the
only Scottish school choir to have
won first prize at the Llangollen
International Eisteddfod. It gave
numerous broadcasts on BBC radio
and television, a series of concerts
in the USA and performed with the
Scottish Chamber Orchestra.

repertoire and lifelong friendships
week after week.
Recently, after singing at the 75th
anniversary service, St. Margaret's
Singers were invited to become
corporate members of the St.
Margaret's
Chapel
Guild
(www.stmargaretschapel.com).
More information at
www.fortitervivamus.co.uk

TICKETS

St. Margaret's Singers is a small
group of St. Margaret's School
former pupils who continue to meet
weekly and sing a wide range of
choral music under the direction of
John Cranston. All members learned
to sing and appreciate their love of
music at St. Margaret's School
(school leavers between 1980 to
1995 approx) and continue to
develop
their musical abilities,

£10/£8 (concession)/children free
Available via the following:
• Canongate Kirk (0131 556 3515)
• Contact us via choir members or
• www.fortitervivamus.co.uk/
contact-us/
• or available on the door
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News from the Church of Scotland
General Assembly 2018
May sees the General Assembly of
the Church, meeting this year from
19-25 May. All sessions are open to
the public and local church members
are warmly invited to attend – there
are usually plenty of seats in the
public gallery, entered from the back
door of the Assembly Hall in the
Lawnmarket.
Daily papers are
available there for visitors so that
you can follow what is going on.

be discussed and the Church’s
position
will
be
decided
by
representatives
(‘Commissioners’)
from congregations across the
country and beyond. The theme of
this year’s Assembly is Peace Be
With You!
That will also be the
theme of the Heart and Soul event
in Princes Street Gardens on Sunday
20 May, to which all members are
also welcomed.

Why is it important? Mainly, I think,
because this is the Church’s decision
-making body. It will be wrestling
with problems and issues that will
affect not just the lives of members
of the Church but of people across
the country and the world. Climate
change and war in Syria, the future
of ministry, what it means to be
‘church’ in Scotland today – all will

50 years of the ordination
of women celebrated

prominent church campaigner for
equality, academic and one of the
Kirk’s first women parish ministers,
is one of the keynote speakers at
the conference, to be held at New
College in Edinburgh on Saturday
28th April. She will be joined by Rev
Canon Dr Emma Percy, an academic
who is chair of Women and the
Church (WATCH) as well as Welfare
Dean and Chaplain of Trinity
College, Oxford. With expert panels,
an exhibit, and open discussions, the
event will celebrate the contributions
of women to the church as well as
considering how far the church, as

This year during the annual General
Assembly, the Church of Scotland
will celebrate the historic 50th
anniversary of the decision to ordain
women as ministers of word and
sacrament.
The momentous vote will be
recognised with special events
including a pre-Assembly conference
and a women-led procession on 22
May, the exact date of the
anniversary.
Rev

Dr

Margaret

Forrester,

a
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well as the wider world, has come in
the last 50 years.

During the General Assembly on
Tuesday 22 May all women in
ministry, as well as friends, family
and
colleagues,
will
walk
in
procession up the Mound into the
quadrangle of New College to pay
tribute to women’s role in the
church.

The day is being hosted by the
University of Edinburgh Centre for
Theology and Public Issues, and New
College,
in
partnership
with
Ministries Council.

Climate Change

the target
reduction.

The Moderator of the General
Assembly, the Rt Rev Dr Derek
Browning, joined faith leaders from
across Scotland on Wednesday 18
April to call for the passing of a
“strong and ambitious” new Climate
Change Bill.

to

a

90%

emissions

However, faith leaders are calling for
“a net target of 100%” to be
introduced, saying that it “might
appear very difficult to achieve but
with rapid decarbonisation of the
economy envisaged in the draft
Scottish Energy Strategy there is no
reason to dismiss it”.
The Moderator, Bishop Joseph Toal
and Mr Ameed Versace were among
the faith leaders speaking at a
special event held at the Dynamic
Earth centre in Edinburgh, hosted by
Claire Baker MSP and coordinated by
Christian Aid, the Scottish Catholic
International Aid Fund, Tearfund and
Islamic Relief.
Dr Browning strongly believes that
faith groups hold the key to reaching
out and engaging with communities
across Scotland on climate justice.

“We share the earth, our common
home gifted to us, with seven billion
others whose descendants depend
on getting our response to climate
change right,” he said. “We have
faith that this is possible.”

“We recognise that this is a
tremendous challenge and here is a
second reason why faith groups are
important and can play a growing
role.

The Climate Change (Scotland) Act
2009 originally set a world-leading
target of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by 80% by 2050. The
Scottish Government now intends to
introduce a new Bill which increases

“Working
with
Eco-Congregation
Scotland we can reach out to over
400
eco-congregations
across
Scotland to help give them the
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confidence to make changes in their
lives and in their communities to
respond to this challenge.”

communities to advocate for global
change and to deliver practical steps
locally. You can find out more about
the Church of Scotland’s work at
http://churchofscotland.org.uk/
speak_out/caring_for_creation.

Over the last decade, the Church
has played a significant role in
advocating for climate change and
encouraging
congregations
and

In this month’s Life and Work
50 Years of Women in Ministry
The Rev Dr Margaret Forrester reflects on the
journey which led to the ordination of women
to the ministry in the Church of Scotland; and
four female ministers reflect on their journey.
General Assembly 2018
Lynne McNeil meets the Moderator-Designate,
the Rev Susan Brown.
Reports, Assembly and Fringe timetables,
Heart and Soul preview.
Dark Saturday
Ron Ferguson explains why there is much to
learn in the journey from Easter to Pentecost.
Mission Mavericks
The Very Rev Albert Bogle appeals to readers
to inspire others to walk through ‘open doors’.
Generosity is Still Remembered
John R Hume considers the history of a well-known church in central Glasgow.
Two Halves
The Rev Scott McKenna considers the creation narrative of Genesis.
Minute Vacations
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers appeals to readers to arrange ‘holy
moments’.
Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords.
Online visit www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive features,
find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork.
Subscribe online from £12, download a digital copy for £1.99, or speak to
your church’s Life and Work coordinator.
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How long, O Lord, how long?
Last month saw the seven
-year anniversary of the
start of the Syrian war. It
was marked in Edinburgh
by a vigil of cold people,
including
refugees,
standing at the Mound
around seven candles (the
usual symbol of hope)
that refused to light in the
pouring rain. Periodically
we hear dreadful stories in the news
as the war drags on. Those who are
steadily winning control of the
country seem to have no incentive
to work for a speedy solution to ease
the suffering of the people.

by jihadists and Free Syrian Army
rebels and is under increasing
bombardment since the fall of
Eastern Ghouta.
It is likely to
become the next humanitarian
disaster, involving so many innocent
families who did not know which
way to turn.

In Arsal, Lebanon, where Edinburgh
Direct Aid has been supporting
60,000 refugees since 2013, there is
relative peace since the militants
camping around the town were
cleared out by Hezbollah and the
Lebanese army last summer. But so
many pressures remain. The UNHCR
continues
to
cut
basic
food
allowances as pledges of aid from
western
governments
fail
to
materialise.
So
many
children
remain out of school, and work is
hard to find for adults. Most still
have friends and relations in Syria,
so are in constant worry for their
wellbeing and safety, often with
good cause. Many have lost friends
who took the chance to leave when
the militants granted safe passage
to Idlib in northern Syria, in the
hope of thereby getting into Turkey,
and finding better conditions there
than in Arsal. Idlib is now controlled

In Arsal, Edinburgh Direct Aid
continues to try to send supplies,
build schools, provide vocational
training, run workshops and support
the day centre for young disabled
refugees. In so doing, the bonds of
friendship between volunteers and
refugees strengthen, helping to
remind at least a few of this
apparently doomed nation that they
are not forgotten. As a small charity,
it is a constant struggle to fund it all.
Ann Thanisch
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Knit2018
Within the 160 tons of supplies that Edinburgh Direct
Aid has sent to the refugees in Arsal have been many
hand-knitted clothes, blankets and toys, the product
of many hours of work by knitters from all over the
country. But shipping the product of their labours out
to Arsal is expensive. Every container costs us £3,500
to send, once port charges and transport from Beirut
are included. We would hate to ask our knitters to
slow down because we could not pay the costs of
getting their work to those who need it! And all the other supplies in the
containers – shoes, boots, baby things, stationery, medicines, other clothes –
are such a help to families trying to cope from day to day.
So Edinburgh Direct Aid is having a grand sponsored knit, from 14 May to 30
June. We are asking knitters to make a realistic but challenging commitment
to any knitting target they choose and to seek sponsorship for achieving it.
They can donate the knitting to us or not, as they please.
This may sound rather “woolly”, but here are some ideas:

 As an individual, set yourself to complete a number of items – eg 20
hats, 10 teddy bears etc.

 Finish (or maybe unravel and re-knit) that project that has been half
done for years.

 Form a group, or get together as an existing group, to make a set of
items – eg sweaters for every age of child, or in every colour.

 Knit non-stop for a certain period, as an individual or a group.
 See if your partner, children, or grandchildren might be willing to be
sponsored to learn to knit. Fine them for every dropped stitch!

 Have an afternoon with knitting, coffee and cakes and charge an entrance
fee.

 Simply make something for us, and add a pound coin or two, in the same
way as you might contribute something with your Blythswood shoebox.

 Commission something from a knitter, who can donate us your payment.
For more details, pick up a leaflet and sponsor form from the back of the
church. Or see www.edinburghdirectaid.org, or contact Ann Thanisch (email
annthanisch@gmail.com or tel 0781 494 9468).
Thank you!
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From my journal
A series of extracts by David Cargill
“I sought my soul,
My soul I could not see.
I sought my God,
My God eluded me.
I sought my brother
And I found all three.”
William Blake

“It is no accident that the chief and characteristic act of the Church, Holy
Communion, brings us a mingling of our lives with the life of Christ. Just as
the Incarnation can helpfully be seen as describing the entire life of our Lord,
so his words ‘This is my Body’ and ‘This is my Blood’ can be regarded as the
equivalent of ‘This is my life’. When we hear the words ‘This is the body of
Christ’, it might be good for us to hear a Fuller Form, like ‘Here is the whole
life of Christ offered to you. In receiving this you are offered his whole
experience to flow into your experience and mingle with it.’”
Taken from A Workable Belief: Thoughts on the Apostles Creed
by Rev Gilleasbuig Macmillan

Reader

Sound

Church Officer

May 2018
6th

John Kelly

John Kelly

Ian Breadon

13th

John Humphrey

John Humphrey

Julia Yarker

20th

Norman Weibye

Norman Weibye

Norman Weibye

27th

Elizabeth McLeod

John Kelly

Gordon Braidwood

3rd

Colin Aitken

John Humphrey

Ian Breadon

10th

Ruth Longmuir

Norman Weibye

Gordon Braidwood

Jun 2018
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Dates for Your Diary
May
Sun 6 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship followed by
Communion in the chapel
Sat 12-Fri 18 May – Christian Aid book sale St Andrew’s and St George’s
West (see back page)
Sun 13 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship followed by a soup lunch for
Christian Aid
Sat 19-Fri 25 May – General Assembly meets
Sun 20 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 20 May, 12.30pm – Heart and Soul Princes Street Gardens
Sun 20 May, 8pm – Brave: A classical music concert for human rights
defenders St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Palmerston Place (see page 11)
Thu 24 May, 2.30pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home
Sun 27 May, 10.30am – Morning Worship

June
Sun 3 Jun, 10.30am – Holy Communion
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm – Kirk Session
Sat 9 Jun, 3pm – St Margaret’s Singers concert Canongate Kirk
Sun 10 Jun, 10.30am – Morning Worship

Part-time administrator vacancy
20 hours per week
Closing date Friday 18 May
Apply online: www.edinburghcitymission.org.uk

Duties
6th May – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, John Humphrey, John
Kelly, Flora Paton
13th & 20th May – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
Ruth Longmuir, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson,
Miriam Weibye
27th May & 10th Jun – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773)
Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon,
Renate Breadon
3rd June is Communion
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BOOK SALE
at St Andrew’s and St George’s West Church
13 George Street, Edinburgh
Sat 12 May 10am-4pm
Mon 14 to Fri 18 May 10am-3.30pm
Thurs 17 May late opening until 7pm

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 20 May.
Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Locum Minister

Rev Betty Smith

0131 441 5858
smithrevb44@gmail.com

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer &
Depute Session
Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational
Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillar
park.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061
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