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Minister’s Letter
Dear friends and neighbours,
This is a special issue of Prism, our
church magazine, where we try to
give you a flavour of life at
Craigmillar Park Church and to
distribute the magazine more widely
in the local area.
Welcome to Craigmillar Park
Church. You are welcome on any
Sunday at 10.30am, but sometimes
it feels better to be specially invited
and expected. You are welcome
even if you have not been to church
for what seems like ages, or, indeed,
if you have never been to church at
all. We have a number of people
who have come recently or come
back after a long time away.

other, a talk or a video, and then
time to discuss or ask questions. It
takes place, once a week, usually for
about seven sessions and one
Saturday.

You might like to come to one of
our special services:

 Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday
9 October, 10.30am

There is no charge for the course,
but we normally ask for a small
contribution towards the cost of the
meal, around £3 or £4.

 Cameron Toll Sunday on Sunday
30 October, 10.30am

 Remembrance
Sunday
10.30am

 And
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there are
around Advent
Christmas....

Sunday
on
November,

Again,
you
are
welcome
to
come
yourself or to invite a
friend to come with
you. If you don’t want
to
invite
a
friend
without trying Alpha out
for yourself first, then by
all means come and try it out.

more
and

We would also like to
invite you to an Alpha
course. Alpha gives you
an opportunity to explore
(or re-visit) the basics of the
Christian faith in a friendly, informal
atmosphere: there is a meal so you
can chat and get to know each

If you are interested in Alpha, please
call me on 0131 667 1623 or email
me at minister@craigmillarpark.org
to let me know or to find out more.
John
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Remember that Christianity is not, first and foremost, a religion; it is first
and foremost a revelation. It comes before us chiefly not with a declaration
of feelings we are to cultivate, or thoughts we are to develop; it comes
before us, first and foremost, with the announcement of what God is, as he is
proved in what he has done.
William Temple. Christian Faith and Life. 1936, p. 34
This is how the love of God is revealed to us: God has sent his only Son into
the world so that we can live through him. This is love: it is not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son as the sacrifice that deals with our
sins.
First Letter of John, chapter 4, verses 9-10 (Common English Bible)

Parents and Toddlers
Saturdays, 2-4pm
in the church
tea/coffee & biscuits
play & chat
Contact Susan and Mark Wong for more info
toddlers@craigmillarpark.org 07711 265 758

We will be holding a Coffee Morning on Saturday 29 October
in the Church Hall from 10am to 12 noon
Make a note in your diary!
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Church Family News
Hanna Weibye and Jon Sanders were married
on 17 September 2016 in Little St Mary's
Church, Cambridge, where they are active
members. They want to thank members of
the congregation for the gifts and good wishes
that were conveyed to them - it added to the
happiness of the day. (Incidentally, Hanna
will, of course, be keeping her own name.)

Edinburgh Telephone Choir
As a member of the Edinburgh
Telephone Choir I thought I would
ask Ruth to put an intimation in the
next issue of Prism about the
choir’s
annual
Christmas
carol
service
on
Wednesday
14
December at 7.30pm
in
Morningside
Parish
Church, Cluny Gardens.
This event is open to all
and includes lots of carol
singing.
No ticket is needed,
there’s no charge for admission,
but at the end of the service there
will be opportunity, should you wish,
to give in a free will offering, the
proceeds of which go to the funds of
the
Disabled
Men’s
Club
at
Morningside Parish Church.
This
helps with the cost of outings for the
men over the year.

A little background information – the
choir was formed in 1947 by Mollie
Scott, a supervisor in the then Rose
Street Telephone Exchange. It
started as a ladies
choir but gentlemen
were invited to join
in the 1950s enabling
the
group
to
undertake a wider
range of music. Our
annual concerts have
become a ‘must’ for
our many supporters
and friends.
We are
delighted to be preparing
for our 70th anniversary year with
our musical director, Jerry Gregson.
Look out for details of our annual
concerts, during April 2017, in a
future issue of Prism.
Christine Sloan
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Opera Camerata:
Dido and Aeneas & Gianni Schicchi
Opera Camerata are putting on two
operas this year in the Church Hill
Theatre; Dido and Aeneas, and
Gianni Schicchi. The performances
are at 7.30pm on Wednesday 12 to
Friday 14 October, and at 2.30pm
on Saturday 15 October. Tickets
(£15) are available from Julie Read
through church or from the Usher
Hall box office.

Knitting blankets for Mary’s Meals
to send to Africa

Just a note to say that the next
pickup of blankets by the Mary’s
Meals rep will be December, so if
you want to knit any squares, or
sew/crochet any together, this
autumn that would be very much
appreciated.

things to make, there is absolutely
no obligation!
If you need the pattern, or more
details, let me know, or see the
December 2015 edition of Prism:
www.craigmillarpark.org/wpcontent/uploads/2012/08/PrismDecember-2015.pdf

However if you have had enough of
them for a while, or have other

Ann Thanisch
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Presbytery Review
Having considered the case made by
Reid and having listened to the
feedback from the other two
congregations, DRC has in the last
few weeks made a new proposal:
that the congregations of Reid
Memorial
and
Craigmillar
Park
should share a minister in a linkage
(not a union) and that Priestfield
should have its own minister. In
addition, it is proposed that the
three congregations would share a
Ministry Development worker, to
focus on mission across the three
parishes; that postholder would be
based at Priestfield but would work
closely with all three congregations.
All of this would be subject to review
after five years.

As members of the congregation will
recall, the future of the Craigmillar
Park, Reid Memorial and Priestfield
congregations
has
been
under
review
by
the
Presbytery
of
Edinburgh for some months. The
declining number of ministers in the
Church of Scotland is forcing all
presbyteries and congregations to
consider seriously how best to
organise and group themselves to
ensure that Christ's work continues
smoothly – even if congregations are
ageing and there are fewer people
around to arrange and carry out our
mission
activities.
Edinburgh
Presbytery's
Deployment
of
Resources Committee suggested at
the start of the summer that the two
congregations of Priestfield and
Craigmillar Park should unite to form
a
new
congregation,
probably
worshipping
in
the
Priestfield
building. That suggestion was made
after it became apparent that Reid
Memorial wished to withdraw from
the joint conversations temporarily
while they explored with Presbytery
the option of calling a minister of
their own.

The Kirk Session has discussed this
new proposal and is of the view that
it
presents
opportunities
for
Craigmillar Park. We would continue
to exist as a separate congregation
and would worship in our own
buildings. Although we would not
have a full-time minister, we would
have leadership and support as well
as some mission expertise from the
new post which is to be created.
There would be practical matters to
resolve but these can be tackled in
due course, with good will on all
sides. And we would continue to
work closely with our friends in
Priestfield and Reid to offer and
provide support and encouragement
to each other and to ensure that,
together, we fulfil God's mission in
this area of the city. Members were
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given an opportunity after worship
on 11 September to ask questions.
It seemed to the Session that the
proposal
met
with
general
acceptance, in the circumstances,
and we have now reported this to
DRC. We have also reported the
Session's willingness to put energy
and commitment into the new
arrangements.

timetable for this but expect some
progress within the month of
October.
I
know
that
many
of
the
congregation are concerned for our
minister, John Urquhart. He was, of
course, called to a congregation
which had only a five year
reviewable tenure so he has always
known that there could be change at
the end of it. He is in conversations
with Presbytery over the situation
and we all hope that a resolution will
be found which suits him, the family
and the various congregations. I
know John would appreciate our
continuing prayers.

It was encouraging to hear that the
other
two
Kirk
Sessions
and
congregations reached a similar
decision. DRC will now consider the
matter formally and, if they agree,
place the matter before Presbytery.
DRC will then arrange to meet each
congregation's office-bearers and,
separately, the congregations. They
will explain the proposal, answer any
questions and then take a formal
vote. I am not quite sure of the

Do feel free to ask me or any elder if
you need more information.
Pauline Weibye
Session Clerk

We produce nine editions of Prism, our church magazine, each year.
If you’ve enjoyed reading this issue and would like to receive
an electronic copy of future editions of Prism then send us an email
and we’ll add you to the distribution list:

prism@craigmillarpark.org
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Faith groups’ response to migration crises

Wednesday 12 October, 6.30-9pm – Quaker Meeting House Edinburgh
Part of the Edinburgh World Justice Festival (1-17 October)
Supported by the Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees and Quaker Social
Responsibility Group.
An opportunity for people of faith and no faith to share perspectives and
concerns about the causes of forced migration, the global response to those
fleeing injustice and the local responses to date. Hear about the many faithbased initiatives in Edinburgh and see how you might participate in supporting
and working with refugees arriving in the city as well as those already here.
Please register online at www.faiths-migrants12oct.eventbrite.co.uk

Stewart House Men’s Club
in Craigmillar Park Church on Fridays at 10.15am
All welcome – bring a visitor
Opening meeting on 7 October 2016
A different speaker every week
See further details on page 17
or contact David Small on 667 5874 for more info
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Lunch Club
12.30pm on Tuesdays
The Lunch Club has continued over
the
summer
months
with
our
members enjoying the lunches and
the chat. We are happy to have Jenny
and Dorothy who have joined the
catering team. New members would
be made most welcome. Contact:
Flora Paton on 664 2877.

Lifts to church
If you would like to come to a
Sunday service (10.30am, at 2A
Craigmillar Park, Edinburgh EH16
5LZ) but have problems getting to
the church, then please contact Ann
Thanisch on 0781 494 9468.

The Guild
The Guild starts again on
Tuesday 4 October at 2.15pm
in the Church Hall.

the theme
meeting.

at

our

opening

We look forward to welcoming
existing members back and
new faces as well. Everyone is
made welcome at any of our
meetings so do come along and
join us. Contact: Julia Yarker on
664 7302.

Our title this year is Go in
Joy. We will have a varied
group of speakers over the
session, the first of whom is
Ian
Whyte,
Guild
General
Secretary. He is going to speak on
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101st City of Edinburgh Brownies
www.girlguidingscotland.org.uk/
members-collect-5000-pairs-shoesrefugees-time-refugee-week/
We also had 8 Brownies and a leader
(with help from some parents) who
took part in the Ridings Parade on 2
July in the official opening of the
Scottish Parliament - each of the
Brownies carried the flag during the
route
and
were
a
great
representative of themselves, the
Pack and their parents!

We meet weekly during term time
and currently have 27 girls in our
busy pack! We are about to embark
on an exciting Brownie Holiday &
Camp in West Lothian with a Disney
theme (as chosen by the girls). We
are hoping to try our hand at crate
climbing/trikes/labyrinth, spend an
evening on a bat detection walk,
hunt for a geocache, do some
cooking, play games and make
crafts!
Before the summer we held a NSPCC
Big Board Games evening where
several of the girls worked for their
Hostess badge. They invited parents
and friends to come along and play
board games for a small fee to raise
funds for the NSPCC. The Brownies
were delighted to raise £200 for this
good cause. We also took part in
the Girlguiding Scotland's project
Step in my Shoes where each
Brownie donated a used (but
wearable) pair of shoes and socks
suitable for a refugee. We managed
to collect 30 pairs from our unit
which was a drop in the ocean. You
can read more about the Scotlandwide project here:

There is a waiting list for Brownies
to join - and we recommend that
interested parties register their
names promptly at the following
link:
www.girlguiding.org.uk/
get_involved/
register_your_interest.aspx
Anyone who would like to have an
informal chat about Brownies is very
welcome to do so by calling me June Savage, Brown Owl - on 0131
664 4017.
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Edinburgh

Direct Aid

Winter Clothes Appeal for Syrian
Refugees in Lebanon
For each of the past three winters, EDA has shipped containers of supplies to
75,000 Syrian refugees in Arsal, a town in Lebanon over 5000 feet above sea
level that has bitterly cold winters.
Funds for container transport and
distribution have been a limitation; but this year, supported by Quatar’s Red
Crescent organisation, we will be able to send many more to high altitude
locations in the Northern Bekaa as well as to Arsal.
So between now and Christmas we need as much as we can (in good
condition) of the following:
WINTER COATS – PADDED JACKETS – WATERPROOFS – FLEECES –
WOOLLIES -THERMALS – MOUNTAIN BOOTS – WELLY BOOTS –
PADDED BOOTS - GOOD SHOES – SOCKS – GLOVES – WOOLLY HATS (FOR
YOUNG AND OLD, BOYS AND GIRLS, MEN AND WOMEN, BABIES TOO, BUT
ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN AND TEENAGERS)
ALSO: NEW UNDERWEAR - TOILETRIES (SOAP, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE,
SANITARY TOWELS, RAZORS) – SIMPLE FIRST AID ITEMS (PAIN KILLERS,
PLASTERS, ANTISEPTICS)
AND FOR OUR SELF-HELP WORKSHOPS AND SCHOOLS: STATIONERY,
KNITTING MATERIALS, FABRIC, HABERDASHERY, SEWING MACHINES,
HAND-TOOLS, CASH

Please bring donations to:
EDA Warehouse, 16a West Harbour Road, Edinburgh, EH5 1PN
Opening times (for now – may be increased later) are Wednesdays,
Saturdays, Sundays 11:00-3:00
Craigmillar Park Church – there is a collecting box at the back of the
church beside the Basics Bank food box
Or if you need items to be collected, call Ann on 07814 949 468.
And if you would like to volunteer to pack or sort at the warehouse, do just
turn up in opening hours. For more details, see the website
www.edinburghdirectaid.org, call 0131 552 1545, or check the Edinburgh
Direct Aid Facebook or Twitter pages.

THANK YOU!
And thank you for all the very generous donations already made this year.
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Got some free time?
Like painting and decorating?
A volunteer is being sought to help with
painting and decorating the Gracemount
Parish Centre. For more information contact:
Douglas.Robertson@churchofscotland.org.uk

NCT Praying Together on the first Wednesday of the
month, at Reid Memorial Church, 7.30pm
Join us on Wednesday 5 October—all welcome!

Milk Bottle Tops
4.3 tonnes of plastic milk bottle tops donated by churches
in Edinburgh & the Borders have been recycled by CK
Polymers from 2012 to 2015.
In return for the bottle tops CK Polymers has donated
£3,690 to the Galashiels Rotary Club.
This has funded:

 2012/3: the Margaret Kerr Unit at the Borders General
Hospital £1,200

 2014: Marie Curie Palliative Care £1,080
 2015: Marie Curie & Macmillan Palliative Care at Home £1,410
Please bring your bottle tops (milk only, no juice etc) to Craigmillar Park
church and leave them by the Basics Bank food box at the back of the church
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Where do we go from here?
The great migration is under way.
Not just the human march from the
troubled parts of the Earth but the
annual flight of our migrating
birds….the geese,
the swallows, the
ospreys.
We’ve
known
about
these movements
from
the
beginning of time
- there’s a hint of
them in the Bible
(Job 39:26) - but
we’ve
only
recently begun to
understand how amazing their long
journeys are.

steps, moving south with the sun,
flying an average of 160 miles a
day, stopping occasionally to feed.
They are even able to sense the
magnetic field of
the Earth and, as
they grow older,
they form a map
in their memory
of the coast line
or
mountain
range
they
should follow.
I
wonder
if
there’s a parallel
here with how
we humans behave. Do we sense
there is a time to move on? Do we
have an inner compass that hints at
the direction we should head in? Do
we just take each step as it comes
without knowing exactly where we
are going to end up? And as we
grow older, do we follow the familiar
coastlines we have stored away in
our memories?

Thousands of Barnacle geese arrive
at this time of year on Islay, flying
all the way from
Greenland.
Swallows are gathering for their
6,000 mile flight to South Africa.
And young ospreys, flying on their
own, have already made their way
down the Spanish coast to West
Africa.

Yes, of course we do. But the
trouble is that we also know what
we are doing. We are not just
operating
by
instinct.
Our
“migrations” - across continents,
communities,
families,
careers,
friendships, generations - carry with
them a responsibility to be kind to
each other and careful of the planet.
We are also on a spiritual mission, in
the words of the old Catechism, “to
glorify God and enjoy him forever.”

At the beginning of August I was
lucky enough to see “Lassie” the
famous mother osprey at the Loch
of Lowes in Perthshire just before
she took off for Africa. She was
fattening herself up for the journey
after successfully rearing three
chicks. They were being taught to
fish by their father before he too
would leave for Africa. Then the
chicks would be left to find their own
way to the winter feeding grounds.
We’ve found out, by satellite
tagging, that they do this in small

John Knox
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Parents and Toddlers
Parents and Toddlers has started up
again having had a few weeks
break over the summer.
Our numbers vary from
one week to the next. A
Saturday, we are told, is
a good day as it gives the
option of mum or dad (or
both) to come along and
have a coffee and chat
while the children play.
Unlike a week day though,
Saturday is a good day to
catch up with family
members, an outing if the weather is
good or attending another child's
birthday party and so it is not such a
regular day for parents & toddlers.
Ultimately, it's not about numbers

and it has, and continues to be, a
real pleasure getting to know
parents, grandparents and, of
course, the children.
If you've not been before, do
come along with your little
ones and try us out.
There is no charge and
we
have
a
good
selection of toys for
babies through to young
children. Tea/coffee and
biscuits are also provided.
Hope to see you there!
Susan and Mark Wong
toddlers@craigmillarpark.org
07711 265 758

Joint Evenings for Prayer and Praise
Wednesday 26 October
7.30pm at Craigmillar Park

Tuesday 29 November
7.30pm at Reid Memorial
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Crossword
with a theme
of living
creatures
by Roger Paton

Answers on page 17
Across

Down

7 Rupert's best friend Bill (6)

1 Bass Rock is a sanctuary for it (6)

8 No calf could fly like this bird (6)

2 Do they come before the
chickens? (4)

9 You get them in pants! (4)

3 Inhabitant and horse from Middle
East (7)

10 Sounds as if this bird has a diet
of an insect (3-5)

4 You might get one in your ear (1,4)

11 A male feline (1,3-3)

5 Dog running at a snail pace (8)

13 Mink goes south for capital of
Belarus (5)

6 Shorts or dogs! (6)
12 River bird hard of hearing? (4,4)

15 Fulica, like rails and
moorhens (5)

14 V.S.T/O.L 'plane or bird (7)

17 No brawl by this night bird (4-3)

16 Shapes of 2 Down (6)

20 Smears go to make web (8)

18 Wee vile insect that damages
crops (6)

21 Complain about this meat? (4)
22 Raked a strange duck (1,5)

19 Colour a bream might change
into (5)

23 I grew a sort of insect (6)

21 Where you might find 17 Across (4)

15

Dates For Your Diary
October
Sun 2 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy
Communion after
Tue 4 Oct, 2.15pm – The Guild resumes (Theme: Go in Joy)
Tue 4 Oct, 6.45pm – Edinburgh Presbytery meets in Juniper Green PC
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together Reid Memorial Church
Thu 6 Oct, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Sat 8 Oct, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 9 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship Harvest Thanksgiving service
Mon 10 Oct, 5pm, Cameron Toll Chaplaincy Prayer Meeting Costa Coffee
Wed 12 Oct, 6.30-9pm – Faith groups’ response to migration crises
Quaker Meeting House Edinburgh
Wed 12-Fri 14 Oct, 7.30pm, Sat 15 Oct, 2.30pm - Opera Camerata
perform Dido & Aeneas and Gianni Schicchi at the Church Hill Theatre
Sat 15 Oct, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 16 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sat 22 Oct, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 23 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm – Praise and Prayer for the churches’ future
Craigmillar Park
Sat 29 Oct, 10am-noon – Fresh Start coffee morning in the church hall
Sat 29 Oct, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 30 Oct – End of Summer Time: clocks go back
Sun 30 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship for Cameron Toll Sunday

November
Tue 1 Nov, 6.45pm – Edinburgh Presbytery All Saints
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together Reid Memorial Church
Sat 5 Nov, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
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Sun 6 Nov, 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy Communion after
7-19 Nov, weekdays 9.30am-4.00pm – Blythswood Care Shoebox
Appeal Sorting Centre in the church hall
Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm – Kirk Session meets
Thu 10 Nov, 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Thu 10 Nov, 7pm for 7.30, Cameron Toll Chaplaincy AGM, FM Centre;
Speakers: David Bradwell, Sc Faiths Action for Refugees; David Hart, Work
Place Chaplaincy Scotland (Edinburgh)
Sat 12 Nov, 2-4pm –Parents & Toddlers in the church hall
Sun 13 Nov, 10.30am – Morning Worship for Remembrance

Stewart House Men’s Club
The Stewart House Men’s Club meets on Fridays at 10.15am in the
Church Hall for coffee and a talk.
They have a wide and varied
programme of speakers as can be seen from their October programme
below. Coffee and biscuits cost £1.50. New members & visitors welcome.
October
7th—Opening Meeting
14th—Pearl Harbor on a Table Top, Ian Rintoul
21st—Golden America—Part 1 Chicago to Yellowstone, Fred Daniels
28th—On Top of a Bus, Part 3 Richard Phillips

Crossword Answers
Clues Across: [7] Badger, [8] Falcon, [9] Ants, [10] Bee-eater, [11] A
tom-cat, [13] Minsk, [15] Coots,[17] Barn-owl, [20] Gossamer,
[21] Beef, [22] A drake, [23] Earwig
Clues Down: [1] Gannet, [2] Eggs, [3] Arabian, [4] A flea, [5] Alsatian,
[6] Boxers, [12] Mute swan, [14] Harrier, [16] Ovoids, [18] Weevil,
[19] Amber, [21] Byre
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Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Oct 2016
2nd

Roger Paton

Peter Thanisch

Norman Weibye

9th

Christopher McLeod

Norman Weibye

Julia Yarker

16th

Gordon Braidwood

Christopher McLeod

Roger Paton

23rd

Ruth Longmuir

John Kelly

Ian Breadon

30th

Julie Read

David Topping

Norman Weibye

6th

Colin Aitken

Peter Thanisch

Julia Yarker

13th

John Humphrey

Norman Weibye

Roger Paton

Nov 2016

Duties
2 & 9 Oct – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408)
David Cargill, Kathleen Cockerell, John Kelly John Knox, Betty Laing, Harry
Laing
16 & 23 Oct – Convener: Roger Paton (664 2877)
Sandra Lamb, Flora Paton, Julie Read Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Peter
Thanisch
30 Oct & 6 Nov – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye Pauline Weibye, Seonaid
Wilson, Julia Yarker
13 & 20 Nov – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon David Cargill, Kathleen Cockerell,
John Kelly
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Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev John Urquhart

14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623
minister@craigmillarpark.org

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer & Depute
Session Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Roger Paton

0131 664 2877
rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillarpark.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is
Sunday 23 October. Please send items to Ruth by email—
prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297

We hope to see you at our

Harvest Thanksgiving service
on Sunday 9 October at 10.30am
CPC is a registered Scottish charity,
20 Scottish Charity No: SC 017061

