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As many of you may 

know, I have been 

appointed as Locum 

Minister here at 

Craigmillar Park. I am 

looking forward to us 

getting to know one 

another whilst you, 

together with Reid 

Memorial, seek God's 

guidance to appoint a 

minister to the new 

linked charge. 

During my years in the 

ministry I served in 

Drumchapel : St 

Mark's, Glasgow and then 

Fauldhouse : St Andrew's in West 

Lothian from where I retired in 

2009. 

I moved to Prestwick and eventually 

(as most retired ministers do) found 

myself actively involved again in 

ministerial duties. For the past two 

years I was Associate Minister at 

Troon : St Meddans 

where I had spent a 

year, twenty years 

previously, as a 

probationer for the 

ministry. 

When I moved to 

Edinburgh in December 

2016, I thought God 

was showing me my 

time of being actively 

involved again in 

ministry was finished 

and it was now time to 

help out with my 

grandchildren. Imagine 

my surprise when quite the opposite 

has happened! 

Our God is indeed a 'God of 

surprises' and I am so thankful that 

He has led me to Craigmillar Park 

where I see, very clearly, the love of 

Jesus being shared among you. 

With every blessing, 

Betty 

Letter from Our Locum Minister 
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Choir 

Every Sunday, over the 

past sixteen months, our 

small choir has sung an 

anthem during the 

uplifting of the 

offering  and I'm 

delighted that this has 

been much appreciated by the 

minister and congregation. We have 

five or six ladies and two men, one 

tenor and one bass; they do a great 

job, but it is tough singing a part 

entirely on one's own and therefore, 

I would be so pleased if I 

could encourage another 

two men to join and help 

strengthen the balance 

of the choir - even more 

would be a huge bonus! 

The practice starts at 

9.30am on a Sunday morning 

and  is a very happy and friendly 

group. PLEASE come and have a 

word with me after the service, if 

you would like to "have a go". 

John Cranston 

Appointment of Locum Minister 

Over the last few weeks, we have 

had time to get to know the Rev 

Betty Smith, who has been leading 

our worship.  I am delighted now to 

be able to confirm that Betty is to be 

our Locum Minister for the duration 

of our vacancy.  She will start 

officially on 24 September and will 

work, as is normal in these 

situations, for two days a week in 

addition to leading Sunday worship.  

It is likely that Betty will work 

flexibly rather than dedicate two 

particular days to us but that will no 

doubt evolve over time.  She will 

take over prime responsibility for 

pastoral care, supported by the 

elders and others, so do, please, let 

her know of any members who need 

a visit.  

Her 

contact 

details are 

included 

on the 

back page 

of Prism. 

We cannot expect a Locum to do as 

much as a full-time minister might 

do so it will still be necessary for 

elders and others to be alert to 

pastoral needs and to play a part in 

the many tasks that are needed to 

keep the congregation operating 

smoothly.  Thank you to all of you 

for your help with this! 

Pauline Weibye 

Session Clerk 



3 

 

After retiring from Street Pastors I 

decided to volunteer for the Silver 

Line, a point of contact for elderly 

lonely people within the UK. 

My first contact was a 

lovely lady somewhere 

in Pottery country. 

We chatted once a 

week and both 

enjoyed it. We spoke 

about common interests 

of family etc, without going 

into any details such as providing 

addresses or phone numbers. 

However over the months I noticed 

quite a deterioration in her mental 

ability. I also felt she was getting 

very vulnerable to cold callers as she 

lived alone and appeared to be quite 

wealthy. I passed my concerns to 

the Silver Line head office who in 

turn contacted her family and the 

outcome was her admission to a 

nursing home. 

My new contact is a gentleman living 

somewhere in Hertfordshire and my 

conversations with him are a totally 

different kettle of fish. He is a 

widower, very set in his 

ways with few friends 

and family apart from 

his gardener. He has 

some physical 

handicaps and suffers 

from a bipolar condition 

which can make for very 

animated conversation especially 

when it concerns politics. I know the 

signs now and when I realise he is 

on a "high" I agree with him (even if 

I don't) as he can get quite verbally 

aggressive.  All in all I feel he gets 

some benefit from our weekly 

conversation and I shall continue to 

speak to him until there is some 

dramatic change in his 

circumstances. 

Renate Breadon 

The Silver Line 

The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline providing information, 

friendship and advice to older people, open 24 hours, every day of the 

year.  Call 0800 4 70 80 90. 

 5 million people aged over-65 in the UK live alone – and over half 

(51%) of all over-75s live alone 

 Just over 1 million people over-65 in the UK say they are always, or 

often feel, lonely 

 About 5 million older people consider the TV their main form of 

company 

The Silver Line receives around 10,000 calls every week from lonely and 

isolated older people; with 53% of callers saying they have literally no-

one else to speak to.  Over 3,000 volunteer Silver Line Friends are making 

regular weekly friendship calls to older people.   

For more information or to volunteer see www.thesilverline.org.uk  
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This Guild session starts again 

on Tuesday 17 October at 

2.15pm in the church hall. We 

are privileged to have the Rev 

Neil Gardener, who is our 

Interim Moderator, to speak on 

our theme, Go In Love. 

It would be lovely to see former 

Guild members and anyone 

else who would like to come 

and join  us on our first 

meeting of the session.  

Julia Yarker 

The Guild 

Knitting for Charity 

Morag Insley, who arranges the 

delivery to Mary’s Meals of blankets 

made by members and friends of 

Craigmillar Park church, has passed 

on a recent letter from the charity. 

It says: “Thank you so much for the 

kind donation of beautiful hand 

knitted blankets…to Mary’s Meals”. 

She goes on to stress the 

importance of voluntary work of all 

kinds for the charity, noting that “in 

Malawi alone there are around 

65,000 volunteers who donate their 

time to provide…daily school meals”. 

However soon after this letter 

arrived Morag was told that Mary’s 

Meals was discontinuing their 

despatch of knitted blankets to 

Africa, and so they are no longer 

required.  

At the moment we have enough 

squares to make up into about three 

blankets; I hope it will be in order 

for us to do this, and donate them 

instead to Edinburgh Direct Aid, to 

send to the Syrian refugee camp in 

Arsal in Lebanon. Here 60,000 

refugees are facing their fifth winter 

of snow in flimsy tents at an altitude 

of 1,500 metres. Last week 10,000 

of them received text messages 

from the UNHCR saying they will be 

removed from its cash assistance 

program from November, because of 

a lack of international aid. These 

families are already living under the 

poverty threshold and have no other 

resources. 

So if anyone wants to continue to 

knit squares or clothes, or indeed to 

donate winter clothes, they will be 

greatly appreciated by Edinburgh 

Direct Aid; there is a collection box 

at the back of the church near the 

box for the foodbank. 

Thank you very much! 

Ann Thanisch 
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If you know of anyone in the church or the neighbourhood who might 

appreciate a lift to church on Sunday, Lunch Club on Tuesday, or for any 

other similar trip, there are several willing volunteer drivers happy to help.  

Please contact Ann Thanisch on 0131 477 2430. 

Transport at Craigmillar Park Church 

Vacancy Update 

I promised to keep the congregation 

informed of progress on our vacancy 

business so this is the latest update.   

The Kirk Session has completed the 

Electoral Register and it has been 

approved by Presbytery.  The next 

stage is to read an edict confirming 

the arrangements for a 

congregational meeting to elect six 

people to serve on our joint 

Nominating Committee with Reid 

Memorial; only those members and 

adherents whose names are on the 

Register can stand for election, and 

vote.  The Interim Moderator must 

preside at this meeting so we are 

currently waiting for possible dates 

from the Rev Neil Gardner.  He has 

to find a date for the Reid too.  For a 

minister with his own congregation 

and many other commitments, this 

is no small challenge. 

At the same time, the Session is 

working on a draft Parish Profile, the 

document that we will make 

available to interested ministers 

once we start advertising the 

vacancy.  We are also working with 

representatives from the Reid on 

this joint document.  Once both we 

and the Reid have elected the 

Nominating Committee, the 

committee will start work on the 

recruitment, using the Parish Profile.  

It is for the Nominating Committee 

to decide how and where to 

advertise and how and when to 

select a minister.  They are required 

to work in confidence – prospective 

ministers have the right to expect 

that their applications will be 

handled discreetly and confidentially 

– so we will probably not hear much 

at that stage about their progress.  

Their job is to find a minister whom 

they think will suit our requirements 

– a Sole Nominee.  That individual 

will then preach and those people on 

the Electoral Register can vote on 

whether they wish to call the Sole 

Nominee as the minister of the new 

linked charge. 

As I have said before, it is difficult at 

this stage to predict how long this 

might take.  But we will keep you as 

well informed as we can. 

Pauline Weibye 

Session Clerk 
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Together We Pray 

How, why and when we pray aren't 

usually topics that we chat about 

with our friends and family.  This 

year, the Church of Scotland wants 

to change this and bring prayer to 

the forefront with the launch of a 

brand new initiative, Together We 

Pray.  The campaign, which will run 

until next May, is being launched by 

the Moderator of the General 

Assembly, Rt Rev Dr Derek 

Browning, and Rev Dr Martin Scott, 

Secretary to the Council of 

Assembly.  It will encourage 

members of the Church of Scotland 

to join together in prayer, and will 

provide resources which will be 

made available online over the next 

few months. 

National Day of Prayer 

On Saturday 25 November there will 

be a National Day of Prayer which 

people all 

over the 

country can 

take part in.  

Explaining 

the 

background 

to the 

project, Rev 

Dr Martin 

Scott said: 

"The 

General 

Assembly 

issued a call 

for the 

church to pray, specifically for God 

to renew us and to pray about the 

future of the Church.  We hope that 

you will join us in this event of 

prayer across the whole year." 

In a video to mark the beginning of 

Together We Pray, which was filmed 

in the suitably idyllic location of 

Duddingston Kirk, Dr Browning 

spoke about how prayer is essential 

to everything that he does.  “I find 

what prayer does is give me a 

steadying point at the beginning and 

at the end of the day," he added.  "I 

can look to the future and I can also 

review what has happened."  

The call to prayer grew out of last 

year's On the Road meetings, which 

were held around the country to 

listen to the hopes and concerns of 

church members and to explore the 

challenges of ministry and 

discipleship in the 21st century.  

Other events which will tie in with 

Together We Pray include the How 

we Pray video series, a prayer diary, 

and further On the Road dates when 

folks can see how plans for the 

future are shaping up.   

 

“I find what 

prayer does is 

give me a 

steadying point 

at the 

beginning and 

at the end of 

the day” 

You can view the launch video 

and find out more on the 

Church of Scotland website at: 

www.churchofscotland.org.

uk/news_and_events/

news/recent/together_we_ 

pray_launched_with_video 
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The Lost Tribe 

It’s 70 years since Thor Heyerdahl 

and his crew set out on their balsa 

raft to follow the lost Inca tribe 

across the Pacific to the islands of 

Polynesia. “The Kon

-Tiki Expedition“ 

was an adventure 

story which really 

captured my  

imagination when 

my father read it to 

us, back in the 

1950s.  I’ve just 

finished reading it 

again and it set me 

thinking about the whole business of 

tribes and tribal behaviour.  

Heyerdahl wanted to test his theory 

that a fair-skinned tribe fled 

persecution in Peru around 500AD 

and sailed in rafts across the ocean 

to start a new life in the South Sea 

islands. They brought with them 

their Stone Age skills in road 

building, pyramid construction and 

the famous carvings of huge stone 

heads which still stand on Easter 

Island to this day.  But the people 

who worshipped the sun-god Kon-

Tiki were eventually absorbed into 

the other tribes which dominated the 

Polynesian islands and disappeared 

from history.  

It’s just like ten of the twelve tribes 

of Israel mentioned in the Bible.  

Some people even think the Scots 

are descended from one of these 

lost tribes. Indeed the Declaration of 

Arbroath (1320) makes this very 

claim.  

All this may seem a very long time 

ago but I think there is still a lot of 

tribal behaviour about – and not just 

in Africa or Asia or the Middle East. I 

hate to disagree 

with Karl Marx but 

the history of all 

hitherto existing 

society is not the 

history of class 

struggle but of tribal 

struggle. And the so

-called religious 

wars are not 

religious at all but 

tribal wars.  In fact, the world’s 

great religions temper these wars 

and point to the common good of all 

people.  

It’s so easy to settle down in one’s 

own tribe and get caught up in its 

pursuit of happiness and then get 

carried away in its arrogance, its 

indifference to the suffering of 

others and sometimes its violence.  

And yes we can point to  tribalism in 

Syria, or Iraq or Myanmar but it is 

still there in Northern Ireland and, 

dare I say it, in our various divisions 

in Scotland -  Protestant and 

Catholic, Muslims and Jews,  East 

and West, Highlands and Lowlands, 

rich and poor.  

I’m glad our ancient tribes did get 

lost in the general intermingling of 

peoples. But let’s not allow our 

modern communities or interest 

groups to fall back into tribal 

behaviour.    

John Knox 
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In Craigmillar Park Church we are in 

a time of change with our minister 

having just left and a new chapter 

about to unfold with the linkage with 

Reid Memorial Church. At this time 

we should be optimistic and see 

opportunities ahead of us. 

Although we will be linking with 

another congregation, we will still be 

operating out of our own buildings 

and running all our own 

organisations and finances and it is 

regarding the latter that I’m 

addressing you today. 

The Church of Scotland requires 

each congregation to consider how 

we use our time, talents and money 

on a three-yearly cycle. This year 

we, in Craigmillar Park, must 

consider the money aspect. We have 

to think about our income, where it 

comes from and how it is spent. 

The majority of our income comes 

from you, the members, by way of 

your offerings through the Weekly 

Freewill Offering Scheme, Bankers 

Order payments and the open plate. 

It also helps when we can reclaim 

monies from the Inland Revenue 

through the Gift Aid Scheme. Other 

income comes from hall lets and 

investments. Details of these can be 

seen in the annual accounts. 

On the matter of our expenditure, 

the largest item, and the one we 

receive most questions about, is the 

annual Ministries and Mission 

Contribution and what it is used for.  

In the June edition of Prism you will 

see a letter from The Stewardship 

and Finance 

Department 

detailing 

how our 

Contribution 

is 

distributed.  

Pauline 

Weibye also 

included the 

following note indicating “that for 

the very first time, our contribution 

of £41,833 (the ‘ministries’ part of 

the Contribution) is below the level 

required to meet the full costs of our 

ministry, albeit marginally. That 

means we are now being supported 

by the givings of members of other 

congregations”. As we have always 

met our commitments in full it is 

therefore regrettable that we are on 

the verge of being considered to be 

an “aid receiving” congregation. 

Before leaving this subject I would 

advise that, although we will be 

sharing a minister, there will be no 

reduction in our annual Ministry and 

Mission Contribution. The level of 

Contribution, as for all 

congregations, is calculated by 

taking the average of the previous 

three years’ income. No cognizance 

is taken of the number of members 

on the roll of the individual 

congregations. 

Now turning to you and how you can 

help. We are asking each and every 

one of you to consider your current 

givings to the Church and whether 

you could see your way to increasing 

the amount you give. As costs 

Stewardship 2017 
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Gardeners 

increase regularly it would be good if 

you could consider reviewing your 

givings on a regular basis. In this 

regard we are issuing a leaflet giving 

you more information on how your 

money is spent and how you can 

assist. You will also receive a reply 

card and envelope addressed to me. 

If it is more convenient for you I 

shall be available to discuss matters 

with you directly.  

Lastly, the leaflets will be delivered 

to you when your elder calls prior to 

the December communion. 

Sheena Stenhouse, 

Giving Coordinator 

0131 667 4520 

A very big thank you to Sheena, 

Susan and Kathleen for all the hard 

work they are doing in the garden.  It 

is looking really bonnie. 

Many thanks from the CMP members. 

Brownies 

By the time you read this, the 101st 

Brownies will have been away on our 

annual Brownie Holiday at Netherurd 

near Peebles.  Hopefully we will 

have had a great weekend!  Our 

theme this year was 'Old Canadian 

Frontier' and the girls were getting 

the chance to try archery, Canadian 

canoeing and ziplining!  Plus 

cooking,  crafts and the chance to 

meet up with some other Brownies 

from Murrayfield who are staying at 

the same time as us. 

We are planning a Hostess Badge 

and Photo Show of our Brownie 

Holiday evening on Tuesday 21 

November at 7pm in the hall.  All 

interested parties are welcome to 

attend - just drop us an email to let 

us know for catering purposes or 

leave us a note on our noticeboard.  

We currently have 26 girls and a 

waiting list, so if you know of 

anyone who would like to join us 

please ask them to get in touch. 

June Savage, Brown Owl 

0131 664 4017 or 07792528188 

edin_101st_brownies@yahoo.co.uk 
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I spent a busy two weeks this 

summer in Leipzig, Germany, where 

I was on the staff team for the 

General Council of the World 

Communion of Reformed Churches.  

The WCRC is not well known among 

church folks in Scotland, which is a 

pity. It is comprised of 80 million 

Christians in Congregational, 

Presbyterian, Reformed, United, 

Uniting and Waldensian churches. 

Working with its 225+ member 

churches, it is active in supporting 

theology, justice, church unity and 

mission in over 100 countries.  It 

has a small office in Hannover, 

Germany, and a very small staff but, 

every seven years, representatives 

from the member churches come 

together in General Council to 

discern God’s will for the work and 

future of the Communion.   

This General Council took as its 

theme: Living God, renew and 

transform us!  Almost 1,000 people, 

both lay and ordained, gathered at a 

conference complex on the outskirts 

of Leipzig for nine intensive days of 

worship, prayer, Bible study, 

listening, discernment, debate and 

decision-making.  Each day started 

at 8.30am and usually finished 

around 8pm or sometimes later.  We 

heard superb presentations from 

theologians and pastors, academics 

and mission workers and were 

challenged in debates on sexuality, 

the ordination of women (not all 

member churches in the Communion 

ordain women to the ministry) and 

especially on the yawning gap 

between the rich Global North and 

the poor Global South – very evident 

even among delegates at the 

Council.  It was a great opportunity 

to meet and speak to people from all 

over the world – I worked out that I 

had conversations with people from 

at least 26 different countries, 

including Morocco, Indonesia, 

Cameroon, the Congo, Lesotho and 

Brazil.  There were six official 

languages for the event – English, 

German, French, Spanish, 

Indonesian and Korean.  Thankfully, 

my Korean being what it is (non-

existent), there was simultaneous 

translation. 

Highlights included a trip to Berlin 

for a televised service of worship in 

the Berliner Dom and a reception in 

the German Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs (although, to be honest, I 

was less keen on the 4.30am start 

that the trip entailed…).  We also 

had a splendid service in the 

Stadtkirche in Wittenberg, a church 

that Martin Luther preached in, 

during which the Wittenberg Witness 

was signed in the presence of 

representatives of the Roman 

Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran, 

Methodist and Mennonite churches; 

it commits us all to strengthen 

cooperation and joint action.  2017 

is the 500th anniversary of Luther’s 

nailing of his 95 theses to a church 

Living God, renew and transform us! 
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door in Wittenberg, thus sparking 

the Reformation; there was an 

opportunity to wander through the 

Reformation 

Exhibition mounted 

by the churches in 

and around 

Wittenberg and to 

speak to many local 

Christians about 

their life and work.  

We also had 

services in the 

Thomaskirche in 

Leipzig, where Bach and 

Mendelssohn both worked, and in 

the Nikolaikirche, famous for the 

‘peace prayers’ of 1989 which are 

commonly held to have led directly 

to the peaceful collapse of the 

former East Germany and to 

reunification with the West. The 

music in both churches was 

sensational.  The real highlight for 

me, though, was the election of the 

Rev Najla Kassab as the President of 

the WCRC for the next seven years.  

Najla was ordained as a minister of 

the National Evangelical Synod of 

Syria and Lebanon only a few 

months ago, one of only two women 

to be ordained in that church.  She 

has been a theologian and preacher 

for decades but, although offered 

ordination in other churches, she 

refused and waited 

until her home 

church felt able to 

ordain women.  The 

WCRC acclaimed its 

first female 

president for her 

vision, insight, 

spiritual strength 

and grace and very 

much looks forward 

to her time in office.   

After all of that, there wasn’t much 

time for personal sightseeing but I 

did manage to sample both ice-

cream and beer and can recommend 

both!  I was also deeply impressed 

by Leipzig’s amazingly efficient tram 

system; it went everywhere and ran 

unfailingly to time.  Oh, and in case 

you’re wondering, the minutes I was 

there to produce did get done – all 

56 pages of them.   

It was a great experience and a 

reminder, again, of just how strong 

and widespread our faith is.  Living 

God, renew and transform us! 

Pauline Weibye 

We have two recent birthdays to celebrate this month; 

Mrs Maud Stevenson turned 100 years old on 18 

September and Mrs Betty Yore turned 99 the following 

day on 19 September.  Congratulations to you both!   

Church Family News 

Painting by Ferdinand Pauwels of 

Luther posting his 95 theses in 1517 
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Down 

1 Aid mob in this E. Sussex castle (6) 

2 Is this river in crisis? (4) 

3 Most towns have an annual one (1,4) 

4 Allen got to go to this safari park (8) 

5 Find ma hero in N. Yorkshire  

   village (6) 

7 Flower of London? (6) 

12 Nowt long about this border  
   town? (8) 

14 A famous protest march to London  
   started here (6) 

16 Best way to tour round  
   England? (2,1,3) 

18 'Ere Tex, going out west? (6) 

19 Clone a river and town! (5) 

21 Examine this river in Hampshire (4) 

Across 

6 Sorted out this county (6) 

8 Famous dance from Cornwall (6) 

9 Partly dissatisfied with this Norfolk  
   town (4) 

10 Spiritual home of the M.G. sports  
   cars (8) 

11 He was usually working beside a  
   river (1,6) 

13 Slew east for Sussex town (5) 

15 You will find these at 4 Down (5) 

17 You will find these in every  
   county (7) 

20 Daphne Du Maurier set Jamaica  
   Inn here (8) 

21 N. of England river found on a  
   golf course? (4) 

22 A warden going round this  
   town (6) 

23 Go wisely out to find these  
   gardens (6) 

Answers on page 19 

Crossword 

with an English 

holiday theme 

 

by Roger Paton 
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Sometime back in July amid all the 

disturbing news of 2017 there was 

an item about the recovery of Mosul 

from the control of ISIS. This was 

rightly reported as a cause for 

celebration, and it is good to hear of 

many similar military victories that 

are steadily reducing its territory in 

Iraq and Syria.   

Just as it is with natural disasters 

and terrorist attacks, the news 

reporters move on to the next story, 

but the long-term suffering remains. 

This was certainly my overwhelming 

impression in August, when I had 

the opportunity to visit Mosul with 

two fellow volunteers from 

Edinburgh Direct Aid. On the way to 

the city, and in many parts of the 

eastern side, there were empty 

ruined houses but markets and 

shops were active and busy. It was 

not possible to go to the west, which 

was utterly destroyed, with no water 

or electricity, and danger from 

unexploded devices. Through an 

interpreter we heard from people 

from that part who were coming 

east to find somewhere to live, get 

work, while trying to cope with the 

memories of their experiences, and 

the loss of relatives, friends, and 

whole communities. It was difficult 

to hear their stories, as we could do 

nothing to help; they talked of their 

government having no money to 

rebuild their city, and asked that at 

least we told their story, so they 

were not forgotten. 

The main reason for our visit to Iraqi 

Kurdistan was to open a small 

children’s centre funded by 

Edinburgh Direct Aid in a large 

refugee camp run by local charity 

the Barzani Foundation, which 

houses about 8,000 people from 

west Mosul. This centre is for 

children who became separated 

from their immediate families in the 

turmoil of the fall of the city; here 

they are looked after while their 

future care is arranged. Often, with 

large extended families being the 

norm, some relatives can be found, 

even if they are not their parents, 

and child protection specialists do 

what they can to ensure that they 

are properly cared for.   

There are 14 such camps for people 

from Mosul between Erbil, the 

capital of Iraqi Kurdistan, where we 

were staying, and Mosul. They are 

strangely quiet places with people 

just occasionally moving slowly from 

tent to tent – understandable at 45 

degrees centigrade on a hot dusty 

plain, with nothing to do anyway, 

except queue once a week for basic 

rations. We heard of one rather 

different camp, nearby, where 

anyone suspected of being an ISIS 

After the Victory… 

Mosul 
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militant is taken, where even such 

basic care is unlikely. The problem 

is, of course that it is not easy to 

distinguish, even assuming a will to 

do so, between committed terrorists, 

apparent sympathisers simply 

seeking self-preservation, and the 

totally innocent who happened to be 

in the wrong place. 

One morning while I was there, in 

the luxury of the air-conditioned 

hotel, I did some reading on the 

history of ISIS, and similar earlier 

movements. There seems to be a 

simple universal rule – whenever a 

power vacuum is allowed to develop 

after some sort of conflict, then 

extreme fundamentalism will 

flourish. So even if military victories 

continue to take the territory of 

ISIS, and destroy this particular 

Hydra’s head, what hope is there for 

the future in the ruins of Iraq and 

Syria?   

This is an extreme and frightening 

example, but it illustrates the idea 

that at any level the real danger for 

religion is not those who disown it, 

but those who distort it. Or, as I 

read more recently in Richard 

Holloway’s How to Read the Bible 

(courtesy of the church library), “the 

God of the Bible often seems to be 

less concerned with those who deny 

his existence than with those who 

confidently claim to know what he is 

up to”. 

Ann Thanisch 

Hassan Sham camp 

Official opening of the children’s centre 

The new children’s centre; a bedroom (left) 

and classroom (below) 
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What happens when a respected 

Christian journalist decides to set 

aside  his preconceptions and take a 

long look at the Jesus described in 

the Gospels?  How does the Jesus of 

the New Testament compare to the 

Jesus we think we know so well?  

Yancey offers a new and different 

perspective on the life of Christ and 

his work, who he was and why he 

came. He presents “a complex 

character who generates questions 

as well as answers”. 

Reading this book is a delight with 

its new insights and fresh 

expressions. Yancey starts with the 

misconceptions he had from Sunday 

School and even Bible College and 

finds a Jesus who is “far less tame”. 

“Other people affected Jesus deeply: 

obstinacy frustrated him, self-

righteousness infuriated him, simple 

faith thrilled him. Indeed he seemed 

more emotional and spontaneous 

than the average person, not less. 

More passionate, not less.” 

One fact I had forgotten was that 

about three miles north of Nazareth 

was the Romano-Greek metropolis 

of Sepphoris which was being 

rebuilt. “It had colonnaded streets, a 

forum, a palace, a bath and 

gymnasium, and luxurious villas, all 

constructed in white limestone and 

colored marble.”  Yancey continues, 

“In an imposing theatre that seated 

four thousand, Greek actors, or 

hypocrites, 

entertained 

the 

multinational 

crowds.” 

People from 

Nazareth, 

including 

perhaps 

Joseph, were 

employed 

there. It 

served as the 

capital of 

Galilee, second in importance to 

Jerusalem, yet neither this city nor 

Tiberias on the lakeside, are 

mentioned in the New Testament. As 

Yancey says of Jesus, “he gave 

centres of wealth and political power 

a wide berth.” 

There is a freshness about 

descriptions too. About the birth he 

describes how in the wrinkled hills of 

Bethlehem “two worlds came 

together at a dramatic point of 

intersection. God, who knows no 

before or after, entered time and 

space. God who knows no 

boundaries took on the shocking 

confines of a baby’s skin, the 

ominous restraints of mortality.” 

Then the few eyewitnesses saw an 

infant “struggling to work never-

used-before lungs”. 

Reading the book again I am not 

surprised that Yancey’s books are 

Book Review: 

The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey 
(1995, Zondervan) 
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widely acclaimed and win awards. 

The publishers say the book 

“uncovers a  Jesus who is brilliant, 

creative, challenging, fearless, 

compassionate, unpredictable and 

ultimately satisfying”. Yancey says, 

“No-one who meets Jesus ever stays 

the same.  Jesus has rocked my own 

preconceptions and has made me 

ask hard questions about why those 

of us who bear his name, don’t do a 

better job of following him.” 

Jean Walker 

Tickets are £15 and can be purchased directly or 

through Julie Read 
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October 

Sun 1 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship followed by  

   Holy Communion 

Fri 6 Oct, 10.15am – Stewart House Men’s Club resumes in the hall 

Sun 8 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship Harvest Thanksgiving 

Wed 11-Sat 14 Oct – La Belle Helene by Opera Camerata Church Hill  

   Theatre 

Sun 15 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Tue 17 Oct, 2.15pm – the Guild resumes in the church hall 

Sun 22 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Sun 29 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

 

November 

Sun 5 Nov, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Mon 6-Fri 17 Nov – Blythswood shoebox sorting in the church hall  

   www.craigmillarpark.org/shoebox-appeal-2017 

Sun 12 Nov, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Dates for Your Diary 

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club  

in October… 

6th—Opening meeting and presentation of the 2017-18 programme 

13th—The Edinburgh and Glasgow Union Canal, Richard Allen 

20th—Golden America; Colorado to New Mexico, Fred Daniels 

27th—Duddingston; A Village Within a City, Ian Rintoul 

Fridays at 10.15am in the Church Hall.  Coffee £1.50.  Visitors welcome.  
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 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Oct 2017    

1st Miriam Weibye Christopher McLeod Roger Paton 

8th David Cargill John Kelly Norman Weibye  

15th Elizabeth McLeod John Humphrey Julia Yarker 

22nd John Kelly Norman Weibye Roger Paton  

29th Pauline Weibye Christopher McLeod Norman Weibye 

Nov 2017    

5th Astrid Gracie John Kelly Ian Breadon  

12th Norman Weibye John Humphrey Julia Yarker  

1st Oct – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 

Kathleen Cockerell, Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey, John Kelly, Betty 

Laing, Harry Laing 

8th & 15th Oct – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408) 

Ruth Longmuir, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, 

Miriam Weibye 

22nd & 29th Oct – Convener: Roger Paton (664 2877) 

Flora Paton, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, 
Kathleen Cockerell 

5th & 12th Nov – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336) 

Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey, Betty 

Laing, Harry Laing 

Duties 

Clues Across: [6] Dorset, [8] Floral, [9] Diss, [10] Abingdon,  
[11] A miller, [13] Lewes, [15] Lions, [17] Castles, [20] Dartmoor,  
[21] Tees, [22] Darwen, [23] Wisley 

Clues Down: [1] Bodiam, [2] Isis, [3] A fair, [4] Longleat, [5] Harome, 
[7] Thames, [12] Longtown, [14] Jarrow, [16] In a Car, [18] Exeter, 
[19] Colne, [21] Test 

Crossword Answers 
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Locum Minister Rev Betty Smith 
0131 441 5858 

smithrevb44@gmail.com  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer &  

Depute Session 

Clerk 

Christopher McLeod 
0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Roger Paton 
0131 664 2877  

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational 

Board 

John Kelly 
0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website 
www.craigmillar 

park.org 
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 22 October.   

Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297. 


