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SEPTEMBER  2017  

We are a community of Christians and a parish church in the Church of Scotland. 

We welcome you to any of our activities. 

 Photo: Mark Gwynn 
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Coming along to church 

You don’t have to have faith or sign up to anything to come along. You can explore 
what Christians do and believe and take things at your own pace.  

What we do on a Sunday 
We begin at 10.30am. We sing hymns accompanied by our church organist. You can 
listen or participate in prayers. A volunteer reads from the Bible and the minister 
gives a talk on it. We sometimes have dramas and other activities. 

We try to make the first part of Morning Worship suitable for all ages 
For the next part, if there are young children in church, we provide a Crèche, or you 
can stay in the main service if you prefer.  There are soft play bags in church and 
children are welcome to use them.  

After Morning Worship, we serve refreshments in the hall 
You are welcome to join us and get to know a few people. 

Once a month, we join in Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper/Eucharist) 
On the first Sunday of March, June, September and December this is at 10.30am and 
at 3.15pm the following Thursday (except September) at St Margaret’s Care Home. 
On Easter Day it is at 10.30am only.  

On the first Sunday of other months, it is after Morning Worship in the chapel at the 
back of the church.  Everyone is welcome.  

Parents and Toddlers Group  
Our Parents and Toddlers Group meets on Saturday afternoons and runs from 2pm 
to 4pm.  We sometimes have to cancel it if there is another hall booking so do call to 
check if you are planning your first visit.  There are plenty of exciting toys for children 
and the chance of a cup of tea or coffee and a chat for their parents.  

Contact: Susan Wong (toddlers@craigmillarpark.org or 07711 265 758) 

 

Baptism and Church Membership 

If you are thinking of baptism for yourself or a younger family 

member, please speak to Pauline, our Session Clerk (0131 668 

3545, session@craigmillarpark.org). 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the church please 

speak to Pauline for more information. 
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 No 458 September 2017      

News & views from Craigmillar Park Church, Edinburgh 
A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 

www.craigmillarpark.org 

Dear friends 

On 1 August 2017, Craigmillar Park 

became a linked charge with Reid 

Memorial and you will soon begin 

your new journey together.  A new 

beginning?  Not really, perhaps 

more the next stage of a journey 

well underway for this congregation 

and for Reid Memorial. 

Today I call you, the people of 

Craigmillar Park to renew your call 

from God and to review, and 

perhaps even renew, your vision 

together with Reid Memorial. 

Over the years, ministry has 

changed at Craigmillar Park and Reid 

Memorial. Now is the time to move 

on together, to realise your dreams 

and visions. Now is the time to 

interpret your lives given the 

situation you are in.  For we can 

either interpret our lives with God or 

without God.  

When we interpret our lives with 

God then we are responding to that 

call of Jesus that says, “Follow me”. 

When we start to follow Jesus then 

our lives take on a new meaning and 

we start to find God in the everyday 

details of the ordinary things around 

us. These situations are often a folly 

to the world but to God they are the 

very essence of life itself.  

Open your eyes, ears, hearts and 

minds to the presence of God with 

us now. For the fishermen Peter and 

Andrew, James and John, it was a 

call to “catch men”.  For us, it will 

hopefully soon be the induction of a 

new minister – yet more evidence 

that God is among US.  WE can yet 

again hear that call – the call of God 

saying “Whom shall I send? Who will 

be our messenger?” And we can 

answer “We will go, send us!” 

Dr Hazel Hastie 

Acting Presbytery Clerk 

(Based on a sermon given in CPC on 

13 August 2017.) 

Letter from the Acting Presbytery Clerk  
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The decision by Presbytery to link 

the two congregations of Craigmillar 

Park and Reid Memorial meant that 

our reviewable tenure was 

terminated.  Rev John Urquhart 

therefore ceased to be our minister 

and pastor on 31 July 2017 – but 

thankfully remains our friend and 

colleague in God’s service.  It was 

with considerable relief that we 

heard that John had been called to 

the congregation of Penicuik St 

Mungo’s and it was a joy – albeit a 

bittersweet one – to share in their 

happiness at John’s induction on 10 

August, almost seven years to the 

day since his ordination and 

induction to Craigmillar Park.  John, 

Rebeca and David were clearly made 

very welcome by their new 

congregation and we left them all 

with the prayers of our own folks for 

a happy and successful ministry. 

We’d had the chance to say goodbye 

to the manse family at an afternoon 

tea in the hall at the end of July.  It 

was a splendid feast, thanks to the 

efforts of the accomplished cooks 

and bakers in the congregation.  

Speeches were kept to a minimum 

but there was a chance to express 

our sincere thanks to John for all he 

has done for Craigmillar Park and to 

wish him and the family well in their 

new home and congregation.  We 

also presented them with gifts from 

the congregation. 

Pauline Weibye,  

Session Clerk 

Rev John Urquhart 

Above: David, Rebeca and John 

at the farewell afternoon tea 

Above: The farewell afternoon tea 

in the church hall 

Right: The induction social at 

Penicuik St Mungo’s 
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Down 

1 Baulk, left out, for Caucasus  

   capital (4) 

2 Siberia, south left out, for Spanish  
   peninsula (6) 

3 Ham grub from German city (7) 

4 Single malt - a treat on this  
   island (5) 

5 City named after "Origin of  
   Species" author (6) 

6 Pig inn we found in the  
   Wheatlands (8) 

12 Where many great runners come  
   from (8) 

14 Golf mecca in Georgia (7) 

16 Hordes found on Greek island (6) 

18 Along a twisty route in Africa (6) 

19 Gene Pitney was "only 24 hours"  
   from here (5) 

22 Generic term for a beach resort,  
   etc (4) 

Across 

7 Mia and Baz fell out here in Africa (6) 

8 Pure-bred horses, oil and Lawrence  

   found here! (6) 

9 The Dam Busters visited this  

   valley! (4) 

10 Where you might meet Precious  
   Ramotswe! (8) 

11 Her veal chopped up for French  
   port (2,5) 

13 It might be found in 10 Across (2,3) 

15 Sounds as if this Somerset town  
   has been burnt! (5) 

17 Run a dog around this city in  
   Colorado (7) 

20 Lulu and Hoon - an unlikely couple  
   to find in this island paradise! (8) 

21 You will find this coast in Africa or 
   Australia (4) 

23 They consider themselves a  
   separate kingdom within Scotland! (6) 

24 Looted this sword in Spain (6) 

Answers on page 20 

Crossword 

with a world  

geography theme 

by Roger Paton 



6 

 

Parish and Community Hall 

A parish church hall has long been a central resource in every community: it’s 

where the scouts and guides meet on weekday evenings, and the 

congregation have their tea and coffee after morning service on a Sunday.  

Children from nursery and Sunday School gather in the hall, as do the choir 

for singing rehearsals, and members meet for social evenings, ceilidhs, parties 

and celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our regular events are given below: if any of these are of interest 

then please visit at the stated time and speak to the organisers. 

Monday:  5.45pm Elite Taikwon Do Scotland 

   7pm  Mandy Black School of  Dance 

Tuesday:  12.30pm Craigmillar Park Lunch Club 

   6.30pm Brownies (101st City of Edinburgh) 

   7.30pm Girl Guides 

Wednesday: 10am  Tai-Chi 

   7.30pm Scouts (85th Braid) 

Thursday:  4pm,5pm Brenda Ronnie School of Highland Dancing 

Friday:  10.15am Stewart House Retired Men’s Club 

Saturday:  10am  Mandy Black School of  Dance 

   2pm  Craigmillar Park Parents & Toddlers 

We also rent out our hall for individual events such as concerts, orchestra 

rehearsals, meetings and children’s parties; and we have some slots available 

for regular events.  Contact the Hall Keeper for more information: 07799 71 

61 51 or lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

www.craigmillarpark.org/hall-hire 
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Christmas Fair 

Need to buy Christmas gifts?  Want 

to browse books and crafts?  Like 

listening to live music?  Do you 

enjoy bacon rolls, soup, coffee and 

cake (and home baking to take 

away)? 

Then our Christmas Fair will suit you 

down to the ground.  Pencil in the 

date: Saturday 2 December 2017, 

from 10am-4pm, in the hall.  We 

extend a particular welcome to our 

neighbours in the wider community. 

We are still finalising the details but 

we hope to have local crafts 

available for purchase and a good-

quality bric-a-brac stall as well as 

home-baking and books.  There will 

be activities for children and live 

music at various points in the 

programme.   Food will be available 

throughout the day.  Watch out for 

full details later in the year. 

In the meantime, you might want to 

start looking out books or good-

quality bric-a-brac to donate, (things 

that you would not object to 

receiving as a gift yourself – please 

don’t give us stuff that would be 

better in the tip!).  You will be able 

to drop things off to the church the 

week before the fair, or you can call 

Pauline to arrange collection (668 

3545).  Nearer the date, we’ll be 

seeking donations of home baking 

and also people to help on the day.   

Renate Butler Breadon 

Pauline Weibye 

 

 

Craigmillar Park Church has the 

oldest surviving Guild in 

Edinburgh but we continue to 

grow and change with the 

times. 

Next session we are going to 

meet once a month on the 

third Tuesday of the month 

instead of fortnightly.  We are going 

to continue our Guild for longer with 

meetings running right through until 

June. 

Our theme for next session is 

"Go in Love."  Our first 

meeting is on Tuesday 17 

October at 2.15pm in the 

church hall.  We welcome 

anyone along; you don't have 

to worship at Craigmillar Park 

Church or have a connection 

with any of our local churches. We 

happily welcome everyone into our 

fellowship.  If you would like any 

information do ring Julia on 664 

2288.   

The Guild 
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Members know that, with our 

minister’s departure, we are moving 

into a new stage of 

church life in this area 

of the city.  The two 

congregations of 

Craigmillar Park and 

Reid Memorial will 

share a new minister in 

a linkage; both 

buildings will remain in 

full use and our work 

for God’s mission will 

continue, strengthened by 

cooperation and resource sharing 

with each other and with Priestfield 

Church, shortly also to be looking for 

a new minister.   

We have started on the process for 

appointing a joint Nominating 

Committee – a group of 13 people 

who will advertise the vacancy and 

then seek to identify someone with a 

strong sense of call to this ministry.  

The first stage is to prepare an 

Electoral Register; once this is done, 

we’ll call a congregational meeting 

to elect our six representatives on 

the Nominating Committee.  Once 

Reid has done the same, the 

Committee will meet and things will 

start moving.  The two Kirk Sessions 

are already working on the Parish 

Profile, the document which explains 

the kind of ministry we are seeking 

and describes the people and life of 

the church in this area.  We are 

being guided in all of this by our 

joint Interim Moderator, the Rev Neil 

Gardner, and by the three members 

of Presbytery’s Vacancy Advisory 

Committee.    

We are close now to 

appointing a Locum 

Minister to lead 

worship and provide 

pastoral support 

during the vacancy 

and details will be 

shared with the 

congregation as soon 

as possible.  In the 

meantime, please 

contact the Session Clerk if you 

require pastoral support and she will 

make the necessary arrangements. 

We are sometimes asked how long it 

will be before we get a new minister.  

That’s a really hard question to 

answer.  There is some anecdotal 

evidence that Edinburgh church 

vacancies are easy to fill and 

sometimes that is true.  But there 

are several vacancies on the south 

side at the moment (Greenbank, 

Fairmilehead and shortly both St 

Michael’s at Slateford and Priestfield, 

as well as ourselves) and this means 

that it may take longer.  We were 

vacant for 16 months the last time 

and managed pretty well so please 

don’t despair.  We have to trust that 

God has a plan and a minister in 

mind for us! 

Don’t hesitate to ask if you have any 

questions about this process. 

Pauline Weibye,  

Session Clerk 

Linkage 



9 

 

I must admit I was against the 

building of the new Queensferry 

Crossing back in 2007 when the 

Scottish government first embarked 

on the project.  I thought the £1.3bn 

could have been better spent on 

other things. I thought it was a sign 

of our greed and extravagance that 

we wanted another bridge when the 

one we had was only half-way 

through its lifespan. I thought the 

heavy lorries which had pounded the 

existing bridge beyond its capacity 

should be made to go round via 

Stirling.  I thought all this road and 

bridge-building  wasn’t doing much 

to reduce our carbon footprint.  

But the sheer elegance of the new 

bridge has almost won me over. It is 

a lovely structure, with its slim 

200m concrete towers and its 

glistening white overlapping stays. 

From a distance it looks like three 

floating pyramids connected by a 

ribbon on which tiny creatures in 

their buggies make their way across 

the mighty river beneath.  At 1.7 

miles long, we’re told it’s the longest 

three-tower, cable-stayed bridge in 

the world. It was built on budget, 

only a little late and not all the steel 

came from China. We should be 

proud.    

I remember a similar proud moment 

in 1964 when the Queen opened the 

suspension bridge. It was hailed as 

one of the great achievements of the 

age, as this new bridge is, and we 

traced our civilisation’s progress 

from the medieval pilgrim ferry 

crossing, to the Victorian railway 

bridge, to the triumph of the petrol-

driven motor car and now the new 

crossing for the electric age.  

I wonder too, in a deeper sense, if 

our lives can be measured by the 

bridges we build.  Not just the 

physical bridges but the connections 

we make with other people, with 

congregations up the road, with the 

underclass, with nations across the 

Channel, with religions in other 

continents. Like projects when they 

first begin, these bridges can be 

easily misjudged.    

John Knox 

A Bridge to the Future 

Jim and Diana Grozier celebrated their 65th wedding 

anniversary in July!  Congratulations to them both on reaching 

a remarkable milestone.   

Church Family News 
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I spent four weeks in July living in a 

Christian community called Servants 

in the Downtown Eastside (DTES) in 

Vancouver, Canada.  It was a great 

experience and I loved every minute 

of it!   

The neighbourhood has a high level 

of homelessness, people with drug 

and alcohol addictions and those 

who suffer with poor mental health.  

Every night I would see tents in the 

park and people bedding down in 

doorways and I regularly came 

across the emergency services 

attending to another overdose victim 

of the fentanyl crisis that is wreaking 

havoc in Vancouver and other North 

American cities at present.  For me 

the most heart breaking sight was a 

car pulling up beside a girl who was 

way too dressed up for the middle of 

the afternoon and see her climb in 

after a short negotiation of price 

with the driver.    

The Servants live in two houses, one 

behind the other, with a yard in 

between that has a palm tree and a 

massive table which is great for 

hosting community meals.  In July 

there were nine of us living there 

including a lovely German couple 

who were doing a four-month 

internship, a great girl from New 

Zealand who was half-way through a 

one-year internship and five others 

who, after a period of discernment, 

had each committed to at least three 

years living there.   

I learned a lot in only one month.  I 

work for Bethany Christian Trust in 

Edinburgh and so have come across 

all the same issues that people face 

in the DTES (although nothing 

prepared me for the sight of people 

injecting heroin in the street as I 

walked past).  I spent a lot of my 

time just hanging out with people, 

whether in the community garden  

or at Jacob’s Well, another 

community space in the 

neighbourhood.  One lady I met 

would spontaneously burst into 

prayer, thanking God for the good 

things that He had provided and 

asking Him for help with the things 

she struggled with.  I realised that I 

often take God’s gifts for granted 

and forget to bring Him the thanks 

and praise that He deserves.  And I 

struggle on in the tough times 

instead of stopping right where I am 

and handing everything over to Him.    

I read Freedom of Simplicity by 

Richard Foster while I was there and 

Servants Vancouver 

Graffiti by artist Smokey D encouraging 

people to carry Narcan, the drug that 

reverses the effects of opiate overdose 
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learned a lot about centring my life 

on Christ, the need to leave behind 

my earthly desire for possessions 

and instead live in simplicity and 

give all I can to others.  I work for a 

charity and don’t earn a huge 

amount but I’m 

still counted in 

the top 1% of 

earners in the 

world—a statistic 

which disgusts 

me.  I’ve also 

come to realise 

that it’s not 

possible for all the 

inhabitants of the 

world to live as 

we do—the earth 

simply can’t 

sustain that.  

Therefore I feel the need to make 

changes to  my lifestyle to reflect 

this.  It’s not easy but with time, 

and God’s help, I’ll get there.   

One of the Servant’s values is rest 

and I learned how important this is.  

I’m typically a very busy person with 

barely a minute to spare and I think 

a lot of people live like this 

nowadays.  I came back from 

Vancouver more rested than I’ve 

been in years and determined to set 

aside time each week to rest, do 

something fun and spent time with 

God.  What could be better for your 

soul?  I also found time to go to the 

beach to read, go hiking with new 

friends and catch up with old friends 

I had made during my last stay in 

Canada in 2009/10.   

I also really enjoyed living in 

community; rising in time for prayer 

each morning at 8.30, sharing food 

that was leftover from supermarkets 

and would have ended up in landfill, 

sharing chores and hosting 

community meals of 30+ people 

each Tuesday.  The community 

meals were the highlight of my 

week.  Our neighbours came round 

and we all cooked 

together, ate 

together and 

shared the 

washing up.  We 

had a women only 

community dinner 

on a Wednesday 

evening that 

usually had an 

activity 

afterwards—a trip 

to play games in 

the park or a spa 

night complete 

with homemade face masks!  I’m 

used to working for a service 

provider and being governed by 

professional boundaries—things that 

dictate the nature of your 

relationship with those who use the 

service. I really liked the freedom of 

building up genuine two-way 

friendships with those I met in the 

neighbourhood.   

Whilst in the DTES I visited First 

United Church which no longer has 

an active congregation; they saw 

the need in the neighbourhood and 

transformed the church into a 

shelter and drop-in centre. It was 

inspiring to see people putting the 

needs of others before their own and 

following God's call to serve those 

living in poverty.  

Thanks for your prayers while I was 

away.   

Ruth Longmuir 

The yard between the two Servant’s 

houses—great for hosting! 
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Neighbouring Church Activities 

You can read on earlier pages of how Craigmillar Park Church will be working 
with two other Churches of Scotland in Newington – Reid Memorial and 
Priestfield. You can also find details of activities and services in Craigmillar 
Park Church. Here are some in the other two, to which all are very welcome. 

Services: 

The main weekly service of worship for both Reid and Priestfield is 
currently 10.30am on Sundays 

There is an evening service at Reid four times a year – Sunday at 6.30pm 

Priestfield has an informal time of prayer & singing after tea/coffee on 
Thursday, every fortnight at 7.30pm 

Church for children: 

Messy church, for primary school aged children, centring around play, is 
periodically on Sundays at Reid, and on the last Saturday of each 
month, from 4-6pm at Priestfield  

Sunday Club for 3-15 year olds runs 10.30–11.30am at Reid during 
school terms  

Snacks & meals: 

Soup lunch at Priestfield every Thursday 12.30-2.30pm 

Café on the first Saturday of the month at Priestfield; 10am-noon 

Regular charity events: 

A Fair Trade stall is held at Reid on the second and fourth Sundays of the 
month, at 11.30am after the morning service  

Home baking in aid of local charities is sold at Reid on the first Sunday of 
the month, after the service 

Hobbies etc: 

The walking group walks in and around Edinburgh on the second Sunday 
of the month, starting around 12 noon from Reid 

A bookstall and library are available on the second Sunday of the month 
at Reid after the morning service 

There are two weekly craft groups – at Reid on Tuesdays 10am-noon, and 
at Priestfield - knitting, crochet and nalbind - on Wednesdays 7-9pm 

And there are many other groups using their halls throughout the week for 
children’s activities, sports, music and other hobbies, all open to anyone in the 
area. 

Contact details: 

Priestfield church: 2 Marchhall Place, www.priestfield.org.uk  

Reid Memoiral church: West Savile Terrace, tel 0131 662 1203, 
www.reidmemorial.org.uk 

http://www.reidmemorial.org.uk
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Newington Churches Together 

Charities Supported at Craigmillar Park 

This is a group of representatives of Christian churches and groups in 

the Newington area: 

Cameron Toll chaplaincy 

Community Church Edinburgh, King’s Hall 

Craigmillar Park Church, Church of Scotland 

Mayfield Salisbury Church, Church of Scotland 

Methodist Church, Nicolson Square 

Priestfield Church, Church of Scotland 

Reid Memorial Church, Church of Scotland 

St Columba’s Catholic Church, Upper Grey Street 

St Peter’s Episcopal Church, Lutton Place 

Salvation Army, East Adam Street 

Current ecumenical activities include: 

Regular prayers at Costa coffee shop in Cameron Toll 

A joint service for Christian unity in January 

Holy Week morning services and breakfasts at Craigmillar Park Church 

A walk of witness from church to church on Good Friday morning 

Bible study groups during Lent and hopefully also Advent 

Besides having the facility of a large hall with catering facilities for one-off 

fundraising events for charities, Craigmillar Park Church is very active in its 

regular charitable work. 

Three annual events:  

Craigmillar Park Church is the main sorting centre for Blythswood 

Christmas shoeboxes containing gifts for poor families in Eastern 

Europe. Any volunteers are welcomed to check and pack several 

thousand boxes over a two week period every autumn. See page 16. 

At Christmas a selected charity receives the proceeds of festive services, 

a carol concert, and a unique exhibition of nativity scenes. 

During Christian Aid week in the spring, volunteers visit the parish door-

to-door collecting funds, which are augmented by a collection at a 

special soup lunch.   
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The following donations can be made at any time at the back of the 

church: 

Food and household goods for the Basics Bank at Community Church at 

King’s Hall 

Green milk bottle tops to be recycled for funds for palliative care in the 

Borders 

Clothes, stationery, toiletries, wool, fabric and haberdashery for 

Edinburgh Direct Aid to send to Syrian refugees in Lebanon 

Other regular charity work: 

The Guild supports six sponsored projects over a three-year period  

There is an annual Fresh Start coffee morning and collection of household 

items for previously homeless folk setting up homes 

The Dunedin Wind Band donates the proceeds of one of its regular 

concerts to a selected charity 

Dear members of Craigmillar Park 

Church, 

It has been a great joy and privilege 

to worship with you, in your warm 

and welcoming community on three 

Sundays in July and on one in 

August. I was spending nearly two 

months in Edinburgh as part of my 

study leave from Budapest. The aim 

of my staying in this beautiful city 

was to write a book on Bible 

translation theories since 1950, a 

subject very important to me both 

as the General Secretary of the 

Hungarian Bible Society and as 

Assistant Professor of New 

Testament Theology at the Károli 

Gáspár University of the Reformed 

Church in Hungary.  As I was 

spending my working days at the 

library of New College, it was very 

refreshing to be part of the faith 

community of the Church of 

Scotland through Craigmillar Park 

Church on these Sunday mornings. 

The time I spent at Craigmillar Park 

Church brought back good memories 

of my time serving as Associate 

Pastor of the Scottish Mission (St 

Columba’s Church of Scotland) in 

Budapest, in the years 2005-2009. I 

wish this community, its previous 

and former ministers and elders 

God’s rich blessings for the future. 

With brotherly love in Christ Jesus, 

Rev Dr Ottó Pecsuk  

A Message From Rev Dr Ottó Pecsuk  
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Stewart House Retired Men’s Club 

We restart on 5 January after the Christmas/New Year break.  

For more information contact; David Small – tel. 0131 667 5874 

                                                                 mob. 07757 085 188   

Our Men’s Club was started in the 1960s by men from Craigmillar Park 

Church and men from Craigmillar Park Bowling Club. Since then it has 

expanded to include men from all walks of life who meet every Friday 

morning from October to April for a social get together over tea/coffee 

and a biscuit. Each week we have an entertaining illustrated talk or 

other form of presentation very similar to a Probus Club but more 

informal. Whilst we maintain a list of members there is no official 

membership and you can come along on mornings that suit you either 

because you want to meet friends or are interested in the subject of our 

presentation. We charge £1.50 to cover the cost of refreshments on the 

day.  

 

Programme until Christmas  

6 Oct.  Opening meeting and presentation of the 2017-18 programme 

13 Oct.  The Edinburgh and Glasgow Union Canal – Richard Allen 

20 Oct.  Golden America – Colorado to New Mexico – Fred Daniels 

27 Oct.  Duddingston – A Village Within a City – Ian Rintoul 

3 Nov.  A Balanced Diet for the Elderly - Dr Gregorio Torchia  

10 and 17 Nov.  Activities days at the Bowling Club 

24 Nov.  The Southside of Edinburgh – Eric Melvin 

1 Dec.  Ceilidh Caleerie – Music for St Andrews Day 

8 Dec.  Flowers and Forests of Chile – John Graham 

15 Dec.  Christmas Party – buffet and music with the Mouth Organ Band 
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Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 

Monday 6 to Friday 17 November 2017 

We are looking for volunteers to help with shoebox sorting in the hall 

at Craigmillar Park Church.  There are two shifts each day, from 

9.30am-12.30pm and 1pm-4pm 

and we need at least 10 sorters per shift. 

The Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal sorting centre is at 

Craigmillar Park Church, Craigmillar Park, Edinburgh.  In 

recent years we have sorted over 7,000 boxes during each 

appeal period; the effort made by all the helpers is 

fantastic, and we thank everyone who takes part, but we 

are always looking for more volunteers, especially from 

among local residents. 

The sorting work is necessary so that the shipments pass unobstructed across 

international borders.  Customs offices in each country will accept the lorries 

unchecked only if Blythswood Care can state that every box has been 

examined by its volunteer staff. 

It's not hard work, nor is it dull, in fact it's good fun, it's social and it's very 

rewarding, but to be manageable it needs lots of volunteers each doing a 

three-hour shift; the light work of checking shoeboxes can be done by anyone 

and we have sixth-year school pupils, students, pensioners and people with 

disabilities helping.  Look for more information on our website, details are 

given below. 

OR...if you are not able to help with the sorting, why not 

donate a filled shoebox?  Find an ordinary shoebox, not 

too big, wrap the lid and base separately in Christmas 

paper, and fill it for a child or adult: hats, gloves and 

scarves, a toothbrush, crayons, small toys, small 

clothing, sweets (but not chocolate), even soap. Details 

of ages and the correct items to put in a shoebox are 

given on our website, together with a packing list to go 

in the box. 

The Shoebox Appeal Sorting Centre at Craigmillar Park Church is only a part 

of the Blythswood Care operation across the whole of Scotland.   

For more information about Blythswood, see:  www.blythswood.org  

Details of our part in the Shoebox Appeal, and what you can do to help, are 

given here and will be added to regularly from now till November. 

www.craigmillarpark.org/shoebox-appeal-2017 

https://www.blythswood.org/
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The Celtic Church was the first to 

successfully evangelise the British 

Isles.  What can it teach the 

Christian Churches today 

and how can its message 

be applied in local 

situations?  In exploring 

answers to these 

questions, Mitton tells the 

story of some Celtic saints 

(Aidan, Columba, Brigid 

and others) and discusses 

themes associated with 

them; the Bible, children, 

the ministry of women, 

community, creation, 

death, evangelism, 

healing, prayer, prophecy 

and spiritual warfare. 

Way back in 1982, when John Stott 

and friends started the LICC 

(London Institute for Contemporary 

Christianity) there were two wrong 

ideas about God that were shackling 

his people and inhibiting his mission, 

says Mark Greene the Executive 

Director (in a letter). 

1  God is not really interested in 

every aspect of his people’s lives. 

2  Ordained Christians are more 

significant to God than Christians 

who aren’t ordained. 

Of course Greene doubted whether 

there was any pastor actually 

teaching such ideas but “they were 

nevertheless potently shaping 

Christian identity and church 

mission.” 

It may be a reaction to this culture 

that has seen the growing interest in 

Celtic spirituality in recent years. 

Mitton describes what he 

sees happening:  

Simple cells of Christian 

life are challenging the 

powerful institutions; 

charismatic, intuitive 

giftings of lay people are 

challenging the tight grip 

of clerical and ministerial 

hierarchies; personal 

commitment to Jesus is 

challenging cold 

nominalism;  creation 

affirming spirituality is 

challenging the little 

world of private piety; genuine 

holiness and  authenticity are 

challenging the artificial glitz of 

commercial Christianity - and so 

on. (p. 170) 

This may seem a bit ‘over the top’ 

but a lot has been changing since 

Mitton wrote in 1995. Even before 

then the Iona Community was 

developing new ways of worship, 

and their worship songs and liturgies 

(published by Wild Goose 

Publications) were used in Iona 

Abbey and many small groups in 

Scotland and elsewhere.  The 

Northumbria Community and the 

Community of Aidan and Hilda have 

grown since the 1990s, both 

associated with the Holy Island of 

Lindisfarne in Northumberland, with 

community groups meeting across 

Book Review:  
Restoring the Woven Cord: Strands of Celtic Christianity 

for the Church Today by Michael Mitton (1995) 
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the UK and overseas. These are not 

new denominations but rather 

movements of the Spirit. 

Mitton ends by explaining: 

The Celtic way was not to abolish 

but to change and transform. 

Rather our quest is to see the 

strands of our Christian faith once 

again woven into a strong cord so 

that the church at every level 

might be renewed by the power of 

the Holy Spirit in order that it may 

share Christ boldly and lovingly to 

a very needy world, to the glory of 

God the Father. (p. 170) 

Iona Community: www.iona.org.uk 

Community of Aidan and Hilda:  

www.aidanandhilda.org.uk 

Northumbria Community:     

www.northumbriacommunity.org 

Thank you to Ann Thanish who has 

offered to help with the library. 

Jean Walker 

A call to pray 

Circle me Lord, let love be my reason, 

Let hate be a stranger. 

Circle me Lord, let joy be my comfort, 

Let sadness be no more. 

Circle me Lord, let peace be my aim, 

Let conflict be resolved. 

Mary Fleeson in Life Journey: A Call to Christ-centred Living, Lindesfarne 

Scriptorium 

Lunch Club 

Every Tuesday in the church hall at 12.30pm 

All welcome! 

At a loose end on a Tuesday lunchtime,  

why not join us?   

 

https://iona.org.uk/
https://www.aidanandhilda.org.uk/index.php
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September  

Sun 3 Sep, 10.30am – Holy Communion  

Tue 5 Sep, 7pm – Presbytery of Edinburgh St Catherine’s Argyle  

Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm – Finance Committee meets in the Church (note  

   change of date)  

Sat 9 Sep, 7.30pm – Concert: The Østenstad Sangeri, Norway St Peter's  

   Church, Lutton Place 

Sun 10 Sep, 10.30am – Morning Worship led by Rev Betty Smith The  

   Congregational Board meets after the service  

Wed 13 Sep, 7pm – Kirk Session meets in the Chapel (note change of  

   date)  

Sun 17 Sep, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Sat 23 Sep, 11.30am-2pm – Richmond Hope’s Mile of Memories Portobello  

   Promenade www.richmondshope.org.uk 

Sun 24 Sep, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

 

October 

Sun 1 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Sun 8 Oct, 10.30am – Morning Worship 

Dates for Your Diary 

Clues Across: [7] Zambia, [8] Arabia, [9] Ruhr, [10] Botswana, [11] Le 

Havre, [13] An ape, [15] Chard, [17] Durango, [20] Honolulu, [21] Gold, 

[23] Fifers, [24] Toledo 

Clues Down: [1] Baku, [2] Iberia, [3] Hamburg, [4] Malta, [5] Darwin, 

[6] Winnipeg, [12] Ethiopia, [14] Augusta, [16] Rhodes, [18] Angola, 

[19] Tulsa, [22] Lido 

Crossword Answers 

http://www.richmondshope.org.uk/


21 

 

Congregational Register 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Sep 2017    

3rd Ruth Longmuir Christopher McLeod Julia Yarker 

10th Colin Aitken John Kelly Ian Breadon  

17th Julie Read John Humphrey Norman Weibye  

24th John Humphrey Norman Weibye Julia Yarker 

Oct 2017    

1st Miriam Weibye Christopher McLeod Roger Paton 

8th David Cargill John Kelly Norman Weibye  

3rd Sep is Communion 

10th & 17th Sep – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 

Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, 

Renate Breadon 

24th Sep & 1st Oct – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 

Kathleen Cockerell, Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey, John Kelly, Betty 

Laing, Harry Laing 

8th & 15th Oct – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408) 

Ruth Longmuir, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, 

Miriam Weibye 

Duties 

New Member 

Dorothy Simpson, 31/36 Braidburn Court, Liberton Road EH16 6AH. 

Deaths 

On 14 June 2017, Mrs Evelyn Hutchison, late of Craigmillar Park, Edinburgh. 

On 18 June 2017, Miss Jean Thomson, late of Crawfurd Road and latterly of 

Braid Hills Nursing Home, Edinburgh. 
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Interim  

Moderator 
Rev Neil Gardner nng22@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer &  

Depute Session 

Clerk 

Christopher McLeod 
0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Roger Paton 
0131 664 2877  

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational 
John Kelly 

0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website 
www.craigmillar 

park.org 
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 17 September.   

Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297. 
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Life points 

Weddings A church wedding is an opportunity to involve God in your lives as you 
make your promises to each other and ask God’s blessing on your marriage.  

Funerals A funeral director will arrange this with us, if you or the deceased person is 
from our parish or have links with us. Age Scotland’s fact sheet, Arranging a funeral, 
is at www.agescotland.org.uk or via 0800 4 70 80 90. 

Spiritual care Life can be tough. If you have a life issue you want to bring to God, or 
you want to know God more in your life, we offer prayer and help from the Bible. We 
believe that, because of Jesus, you can pray to God yourself (please look at 
www.trypraying.org.uk) but it can help to have someone help you with this. Please 
let Pauline, our Session Clerk, know (0131 668 3545, session@craigmillarpark.org). 

Prayer for wholeness, peace and well-being This is a Christian service in which 
trained volunteers will pray quietly with you if you are sick, anxious or troubled. We 
can’t promise you a particular answer to prayer, but we do trust in God’s love, 
wisdom and power.  

 How to find us 

The church is north of Cameron Toll Centre on Craigmillar Park 
between East Savile Road and Mentone Gardens. 

Buses that stop outside the church: 3, 7, 8, 29, 31, 37, 47, 49 

 How to contact us 

You can reach our Session Clerk, Pauline Weibye at  

session@craigmillarpark.org, 0131 668 3545. 

A list of other contacts is usually included with this leaflet. 

 
 A large-print version of this leaflet  

is available on request from 0131 668 3545.  

 Hall lets 
You can hire parts of our premises for suitable activities.  
Please contact Norman Weibye.  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org or 0131 668 3545.  

www.craigmillarpark.org • a registered Scottish Charity (No. SC 017061) 
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Accessibility Our church has access for someone using a wheelchair 

via the side door, an accessible toilet, a loop system for people with 

hearing aids and large-print service sheets and hymn books.  

If you have young children, they are welcome at church.   If you 

need to retreat at any point, there is a glazed, soundproof chapel at the 

back where you can see and hear what is going on. Toilets and baby 

changing facilities are in our halls.  

 

 

 

 

TryPraying  

The desire to reach out to God is 
known to many, many people. 
The trypraying booklet and 
website offer a 7-day prayer 
guide with the invitation: Why 
don’t you try praying for a week 
and see what happens in your life? 

Check it out at www.trypraying.org or ask us for a booklet 

 


