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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear friends,

about the St Andrew’s and St
George’s West Christian Aid book
sale.

The May issue of the Church of
Scotland’s magazine Life and
Work is now out. You
may think it strange to
begin an issue of our
local church magazine
by talking about the
national
church
magazine. It’s good,
however, sometimes to
take time to think
about how we as a local
parish church connect with the work
of the Church of Scotland across the
nation and also with the work of
other denominations in Scotland and
around the world.

May also sees the
General
Assembly
meet for a week from
Saturday 17 May. This
month
and
next
month, Life and Work
summarises some of
the main reports to the
Assembly.
These
reports cover many
vital concerns for the church locally,
nationally and further afield.
For
instance,
the
Ministries
Council is bringing proposals to
address the ‘looming shortfall’ of
ministers:
some
500
parish
ministers are expected to retire by
2025 and fewer than 20 per year
(on average 13, since 2008) are
being accepted for training for fulltime parish ministry. Even with
agreed reductions in posts, they
anticipate a shortfall of over 200 in
the early 2020s, with only 600

In May, we will be engaged locally in
door-to-door collecting for Christian
Aid Week. (We are looking for new
volunteers, so if you would like to
help, please call Elizabeth McLeod on
667 1475.) Life and Work has a
snapshot of what some other parish
churches are doing for Christian Aid
and an article by Mary Davidson
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parish ministers. They call for prayer
to ask God to bring people to
respond and serve in this way and
ask us all to be open to new forms
of ministry. They outline new ways
of encouraging people to come
forward and new models of training,
which would allow candidates to
work in one context during most of
their formation.

agencies
across
Scotland
and
beyond to Princes Street Gardens
(some perhaps by the new trams) to
join together in celebrating this
year’s theme: Hands Across the
World. You can find out more in Life
and Work and from the website:
www.heartandsoul2014.org.uk.
The world
magazine
describes the
chaplain, the
works with

In another article, the Principal of
New College in Edinburgh, David
Fergusson, looks at ways we can
help reduce the financial burden
on many ministry students (and
often their families): a consideration
which may deter some people from
training to be ministers.
The magazine is not all about
ordained ministers and their
training. Martin Fair has an article
on how ‘everything that is done for
God is a ministry’. The report to the
Assembly of the Social
Care
Council (CrossReach) is covered.
There are articles on an appeal to
support refugees from Syria, a trust
for Palestinian students at St
Andrews
University,
and
a
befriending scheme for homeless
people in Dundee run by the
Salvation
Army
and
Scottish
Churches Housing Action.

church is in the
too.
One
article
ministry of a Scottish
Rev Sheena Orr, who
women in Kenyan

prisons. She is supported by Falkirk
Presbytery and the Presbyterian
Church of East Africa. Another piece
deals with the work of Christian Aid
partners in Colombia, establishing
‘humanitarian zones’, where no
weapons and only civilians are
allowed, and where people can feel
safe and supported..

Life and Work also previews Heart
and Soul 2014, which is to take
place on Assembly Sunday (18 May
from 1pm). The event brings people
from
churches
and
Christian
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There are also opinion pieces,
features, news items, letters to the
editor, photographs from around
Scotland, book reviews, and not
one, but two, crosswords.

part of our financial stewardship
focus this year. More details will
follow later.
Our giving not only supports the
work of our local parish church, but
part of it sustains and enables a
variety of Christian service, locally
and nationally, in Scotland and
beyond.

You will be wondering by now, if I
am on a drive to boost circulation
figures for Life and Work. It’s not
just that. We hope soon to have at
Craigmillar Park Church a season
focusing on the wider work of
the Church of Scotland in
Scotland and beyond. This will be

Thank you for taking a brief look at
some of that wider work.
John

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

NEW

Introducing our New Members

First up in our new feature are Peter and Ann Thanisch who we
are really pleased have joined our congregation. Many of us have already got
to know Peter and Ann—if you don’t know them yet, seek them out and say
hello!
Peter Thanisch: “Until last year, I was a professor of computer science at a
university in Finland. (There's no point in moaning to me about cold weather
as I am used to -30 degrees.) I am now working part-time as an IT
consultant for the World Health Organization in Geneva and I am still actively
engaged in my research field of looking at how computing can be done with
better energy efficiency. (At present, computing has a larger carbon footprint
than the environmentalists' bête noire, aviation.)”
Ann Thanisch: “I am told that as a new member of Craigmillar Park I should
write a few words about myself for the magazine so here they are. I was
brought up in Pitlochry, studied at London University, moved to Edinburgh in
1978, had two sons now in their early twenties, and until recently was a
management accountant for surgical services in NHS Lothian. I am truly
grateful for the warm welcome from the Craigmillar Park congregation and am
very much looking forward to continuing worshipping here.”
In the next edition; another new face introduces themselves!
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CROSSWORD

Answers on page 10

with a world geography theme by Roger Paton

Across
1 Leone or Nevada? (6)
4 Canadian city o.t.t. away out! (6)
9 Host Leo found in African kingdom
(7)
10 No age limit for visiting this
Italian city? (5)
11 Austin I drove round N. African
country (7)
12 Arab/USA aid I find in Middle-East
(5,6)
16 English town found in east-nor'east direction (7)
19 London's river (singular) identifies
English town (5)
21 English city famous for its
‘Rows’ (7)
22 English writer sounds like oil-city
(6)
23 Famous tribe from the Wild West
of USA (6)

Down
1 Re-cycled stuff on a farm (6)
2 Common sense will lead to German
city (5)
3 Smallest county in England (7)
5 I turn round in this Italian city (5)
6 Use a book of maps to find these
mountains? (5)
7 Maybe where Noah's ark came to
rest (6)
8 Mandella was its most famous son
(5,6)
13 Wren Pat went round this Belgian
city (7)
14 Famous for Shahs and rugs ! (6)
15 Scottish Fort, third in line for the
throne (6)
17 Nation famous for its cuckoo clocks
(5)
18 Scandinavian language group (5)
20 Famous race in Mexico? (5)
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LIFEBOATS SUNK!

I am very disappointed to tell this
congregation that the RNLI Lifeboat
Week has been abandoned by the
organisers.

2009: Hilda Dacker, Kay Chrichton,
Molly Fulton, Alison Samuel, Rena
Brizell and Margaret Carrie.
Also
Olive Milewska, at the age of 101:
an Orcadian by birth, she never lost
those islands' love and enthusiasm
for the RNLI and was generous in
every way supporting the work in
Edinburgh.

It is relevant to us because support
for the RNLI lifeboat collection has
been
notable
within
our
congregation. This goes back to the
days when Marjorie Smith was the
convenor of Lifeboat Week for the
Newington district and continued
when she passed that responsibility
to me. Members of CPC have made
up one third or more of the
collectors in this area.

Their loss, especially that of Pauline,
has had a profound impact on the
lifeboat organisation, such that no
one else has been able to provide
the time and energy necessary to
keep it all going. In the past 4 years
the amount raised in the Edinburgh
collection has declined by almost
half, although not
in Newington, and
the RNLI is raising
funds by other
events; I was told
that a lunch in
Glasgow
raised
£400,000, which is
certainly
impressive.
Perhaps corporate
and
political
sponsorship
is
better suited to modern times, when
it becomes more and more difficult
to get people involved in voluntary
and charitable work.

The mainstay of RNLI efforts in the
whole
of
Edinburgh
was
the
Edinburgh Ladies'
Lifeboat
Guild
which for almost
60
years
organised Lifeboat
Week as well as
street collections,
a permanent shop
in Raeburn Place
(which was RNLI's
only
full-time
charity shop in the
UK),
bric-a-brac
stalls, a Christmas shop and many
other events. The driving force of
the (RNLI) Guild in turn was its Hon.
Secretary Pauline Hodge who sadly
died 4 years ago; in the words of
Lady Wylie, then President, Pauline
had “...given her life developing
Lifeboat Week into the large and
successful operation that is today.”
Other stalwarts of her team died
within months of each other in

Even so, we shall miss Lifeboat
Week; but let me thank for a final
time all the past helpers from this
church who have worked hard every
year for a very worthwhile cause.
Norman Weibye
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DO WE HAVE RIGHTS OR DUTIES?
The guiding season at the National
Trust’s house at Newhailes, on the
road to Musselburgh, begins this
month. We try to tell the story of
the Scottish Enlightenment and the
part the Dalrymple family played in
it. The founder of the
dynasty was James
Dalrymple who wrote
the book on which the
current
system
of
Scottish law is largely
based.
And,
interestingly,
he
begins not from a
basis of human rights,
but
from
our
obligations in society.

Dalrymple looks at all this from a
totally different angle, and a more
useful one. He asks not what our
rights are but what our duties are.
So while we might have a right not
to be burgled, the burgler has an
obligation to respect
our property, and if he
fails in that duty he
should be punished. A
child might have a
right to an education
but we also have a
duty to provide it. The
Dalrymple system is a
more pro-active and
communal approach to
how we should live in
society.

We are hearing a lot at
the moment, both in
England
and
in
Scotland, about “rights” and written
constitutions guaranteeing them.
The English system of law stems
from the Magna Carta which the
barons forced wicked King John to
sign at Runnymede in 1215. It’s a
minimalist document, containing a
list of negative rights….the right not
to be arbitrarily arrested, the right
not to have your property taken
away from you without due process
of law.

It’s a typical example
of
how
the
Enlightenment
changed
our
perspective
about
so
many
things….the age of the Earth and
how we came to be here, the role of
reason and science, how man relates
to God and nature and to his fellow
human beings. I like to think of it as
a continuation of the Reformation,
but without the bad temper,
destruction and witch-hunts!
James Dalrymple was a product of
both the Reformation and the
Enlightenment.
He came from
Covenanting stock in Ayrshire. His
father owned a small estate near the
village of Stair. He had a pretty
exciting life, as a student, soldier,
university lecturer, judge, diplomat
and author of The Institutions of the
Law of Scotland (1681), by which

Today, right-wing politicians want to
keep this minimalist perspective
while left-wingers want to move
onto positive rights, such as the
right to work, or the right to an
education or the right to a decent
home.
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time he’d become Viscount Stair. At
one point he had to flee for his life
to Holland but came back in triumph
a few years later in the same ship as
William of Orange.

David, bought Newhailes house in
1709 just after he’d played a key
role in what Burns called “the parcel
of rogues” who took us into the
United Kingdom. He had the wisdom
though to keep his father’s distinct
system of Scots Law.

He also founded a dynasty of
Dalrymples, five sons, all politicians,
judges and soldiers, one of whom,

John Knox

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Sunday 11 - Saturday 17 May 2014
Our Parish door to door collection will take
place between 11 and 17 May 2014. We
are once again grateful to our team of
volunteers who collect around our Parish
each year. For further information please
speak to Elizabeth McLeod, 667 1475.

GUILD OUTING
We are planning an outing in the summer that is open to
everyone to join us.
We are hoping to visit the newly
renovated Abbotsford House near Melrose. The date for this trip
is Thursday 12
June
leaving
around 12 noon
and stopping for
lunch at the Carfraemill Hotel
on the way down. The cost of
the trip is £33 which includes
the coach, lunch and entrance
to Abbotsford.
We need 30 people to come
along so please let me know if
you would like to come on this
trip.
Julia Yarker, President
tel. 664 7302

Abbotsford House: image courtesy of Fingalo /
commons.wikimedia.org
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LIVING IN THE EDINBURGH SUBURBS AROUND 1950
Part 5: Edinburgh’s Trams
Rest assured, this does not refer to
the present, scandalously expensive
project but to the previous tram
system operating in the 1950s, the
times covered by these articles. We
travelled to school by tram, actually
two, one up to Salisbury then a 5 to
Morningside on a penny-halfpenny
(1,1/2d) transfer! The tram system
operated throughout the city and
was reckoned to be very good. I will
not comment on why it was
abandoned in the early 60s or why
we are now trying to re-instate
them.

Interestingly, being reminded of
going to school by tram, I cannot
recall ever going by the South
Suburban
line
to
Morningside
Station which would have been a
very quick way to go. The line still
exists, of course, but at present is
used only for freight.
As we got older, we were allowed to
cycle to school, the most direct way
being through the Grange district. It
was a relatively safe way to go as
there were few cars, vans etc. on
the roads at that time.
Roger Paton

A double decker tram in Edinburgh in 1947
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DEBATING THE ISSUES:
Referendum on Scottish Independence
Sunday 11 May at 4pm
Community Church Edinburgh (King’s Hall), 41a South Clerk St
YES SCOTLAND: Owen Dudley Edwards & Dr David Stevenson
BETTER TOGETHER: Ian Murray MP & Sophie Sandor
Chaired by the Rev Scott McKenna, Mayfield Salisbury Church

Guild Daffodil Tea on Sunday 27 April

CHRISTIAN AID LUNCH
We are holding a soup and roll lunch on Sunday 25th May
straight after the morning service
There will be a box for donations to Christian Aid
Free tickets will be available from Julia Yarker or Molly Longmuir
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DUTIES
4th & 11th May – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
John Kelly, Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra Lamb, Elizabeth McLeod, Julie
Read
18th & 25th May – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773)
Katy Ruggeri, Isabel Smith, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman
Weibye, Pauline Weibye
1st June is Communion

- 40th Anniversary -

BOOK SALE
St Andrew’s and St George’s West Church
13 George Street
Saturday 10 May 10am-4pm
Monday 12-Friday 16 May 10am-3.30pm
Thursday 15 May late opening till 7pm
Undercroft Café open all day
Books of every kind  Paintings  Photographs
Sheet Music  Antiques  Stamps and Postcards
Records  Maps  Toys  Baking

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
Clues Across: (1) Sierra, (4) Ottawa, (9) Lesotho, (10) Genoa,
(11) Tunisia, (12) Saudi Arabia, (16) Eastnor, (19) Thame, (21) Chester,
(22) Austen, (23) Apache
Clues Down: (1) Silage, (2) Essen, (3) Rutland, (5) Turin, (6) Atlas,
(7) Ararat, (8) South Africa, (13) Antwerp, (14) Persia, (15) George,
(17) Swiss, (18) Norse, (20) Aztec
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
May
Sun 4 at 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy Communion after in the
chapel
Tue 6 at 7 for 7.30pm – Newington Churches Together Committee in
CPC chapel
Wed 7 at 7.30pm – Newington Churches Praying Together St Columba’s
Hall, Upper Gray St
Thu 8 at 2.30pm – Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Sun 11 at 10.30am – Joint Morning Worship at Reid Memorial Church
(no service at CPC)
Sun 11 at 4pm - Newington Churches Together Referendum Debate
King’s Hall
Sun 11-Sat 17 – Christian Aid Week
Sat 17-Fri 23 – General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
Sun 18 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sun 18 from noon – Heart and Soul celebrating the church’s life, Princes
St Gardens
Sun 25 at 10.30am – Morning Worship with Public Profession of Faith
and Confirmation, followed by a Christian Aid soup lunch. Free
tickets: Molly or Julia. Donations invited.

June
Sun 1 at 10.30am – Holy Communion (Ascensiontide)
Sun 1 at 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home
Wed 4 at 7.30pm – Newington Churches Praying Together St Columba’s
Hall, Upper Gray St
Thu 5 at 7.30pm – Congregational Board
Sun 8 at 10.30am – Morning Worship for the Day of Pentecost
Tue 10 at 7.30pm – Kirk Session
Thu 12 at noon – Guild Outing to Abbotsford House with lunch (£33)
Contact Julia Yarker
Sun 15 at 10.30am – Morning Worship (Trinity Sunday)
Sun 22 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Thu 26 at 2.30pm – Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Sun 29 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
New Member by Transference: Mrs Margaret Paton, 7 Heinsberg House,
John Street Lane, Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 8NH
Change of Address: Mrs Betty Martin, Lussielaw Road, now at Glencoe Unit,
Room 22, Clovenstone House, 27 Clovenstone Gardens, Edinburgh EH14 3EX

Reader

Sound

Sunday School

May 2014
4th

John Kelly

David Topping

Rebeca Topping

11th

Gordon Braidwood

Danny McQueen

Katy Ruggeri

18th

John Humphrey

Norman Weibye

Rebeca Topping

21st

Miriam Weibye

Christopher McLeod

Katy Ruggeri

Roger Paton

John Kelly

Rebeca Topping

June 2014
1st

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish charity No: SC 017061
Minister

Rev John Urquhart

14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623
minister@craigmillarpark.org

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer & Depute
Session Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Roger Paton

0131 664 2877
rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Caring Service

Christine Thomson

0131 667 5145

Organist

Edward Cuthbert

organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillarpark.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org
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