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No 433 November 2014        Minister: Rev John Urquhart  

News & views from Craigmillar Park Church, Edinburgh 
A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 

www.craigmillarpark.org 

Dear friends 

On Friday 2 January at 7pm, 

Craigmillar Park Church is to host a 

concert by the African Children’s 

Choir. This is one of the ideas that 

the Rev Alan Gibson challenged us 

to take up in our Mission 

and Stewardship 

conference in September. 

The choir is the latest in a 

series of around 40 choirs 

since the start of the choir 

programme in 1984. Over 

a thousand orphaned and 

vulnerable children have 

been through the choir 

programme since then. 

The experience has not 

only benefited these children, who 

have grown in confidence and 

learned life skills: the funds they 

have generated have provided 

opportunities for education and hope 

for many thousands like them in 

some of the neediest areas of Africa. 

I’ll be looking for people to help with 

the event. We need a co-ordinator 

to identify nine households in the 

local community to accommodate 

the children and their chaperones for 

two nights from the evening of 

Thursday 1 January to the morning 

of Saturday 3 January. We’d like to 

involve the local community and not 

just people from the 

church in the experience 

of hosting the choir, to let 

more people know about 

this life-transforming 

project and to build up 

relationships with people 

in our parish. 

I’ll keep this month’s 

letter short, to leave 

space for an article on 

fraud awareness, which 

was circulated to 

Edinburgh Presbytery last month. 

Please don’t forget to sign up with 

Norman to help with the 

Blythswood Care shoebox 

sorting, if you are able to do so. 

Continually updated details of needs 

and requirements will be on our 

church website. 

John 

Minister’s Letter 
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The Poppies Still Blow 

I bought my red poppy again this 

year with a heavy heart. Not just 

because it’s a hundred years since 

the start of the First World War but 

because we are virtually at war 

again, this time with the Islamic 

State.  To me the astonishing thing 

about 1914 was that at the 

beginning of the year almost no one 

saw the war coming and even in 

November they thought it would be 

over by Christmas.   

But wars always have their 

desperate surprises, as our 

generation has discovered, over and 

over again - in Korea, Malaya, 

Vietnam, Iraq (twice), Bosnia, 

Afghanistan and now Syria and 

northern Iraq.  Wars never go to 

plan and they turn out to be more 

terrible than we ever thought 

possible.  Yet we are drawn into 

them time after time, and for the 

best of intentions.  

Some people say wars are the result 

of our “original sin”, the wickedness 

in all of us because of our fall from 

grace in the Garden of Eden.  Other 

people say it’s because of religion, 

which divides mankind.  I disagree 

with both of these explanations. I 

think it’s because we don’t work 

hard enough at maintaining peace.  

We have allowed the Palestinian 

question to fester for decades. 

We’ve allowed the United Nations to 

be ignored or defied. We’ve 

tolerated cruel tyrants like Saddam, 

Gaddafi, Ceausescu, Mobutu, 

Pinochet, who have stamped on 

their people and robbed them of 

their wealth. We’ve allowed regimes 

in the Arab world, China and Russia 

to deprive people of their human 

rights.  And we don’t do nearly 

enough to support international 

organisations, like our own European 

Union, which bring people together 

for trade, economic prosperity, jobs 

and protection of the environment.  

It is tempting to say that all this is 

too difficult or that it’s imposing our 

western values on others or that we 

should withdraw from this violent 

and wicked world altogether into a 

backwater of peace.  But this has 

never worked, we always find 

ourselves drawn in, with no 

alternative to war, as in 1914, 1939, 

1990 (Iraq), 2001 (Afghanistan), 

2003 (Iraq), 2014 (Islamic State).   

The tragedy of war is that we never 

learn its lessons, to be able to avoid 

the next war.  We have lost faith 

with those who died in Flanders 

Fields and in every blood-soaked 

battlefield since.   

John Knox 
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TASK: Twenty-four hour Anniversary  

Sponsored Knitting 

Since their first convoy of two 

vehicles to refugees in Croatia in 

1992, Edinburgh Direct Aid has 

delivered aid directly and in person 

to those in desperate need in many 

parts of the world, including Bosnia, 

Kosovo, Kashmir, Pakistan, Kenya, 

Sri Lanka, Palestine, and, most 

recently, Syrian refugees in 

Lebanon. As an all-volunteer 

organisation, it keeps expenditure to 

a minimum, but depends on 

donations to meet the cost of 

transport and delivery of goods, and 

to provide on-going support of the 

essential facilities which it has 

helped to establish.  

One of EDA’s most hardworking 

supporters was Sister Margaret 

Duncan of the Holy Family Convent 

in Leith, who collected many tons of 

aid for victims of the war in Bosnia, 

visited people there, left disabled or 

destitute after the war, and took an 

active role in many fundraising 

events at home.  

Casting around for some means of 

continuing to raise money for EDA 

while in a retirement home, Sister 

Margaret, at the age of 92, decided 

to get herself sponsored to do a 

‘knitathon’. On the 16 November 

2009 she knitted and crocheted for a 

whole 24-hour period, taking only a 

5-minute break every hour. In so 

doing she raised over £12,000 for 

the Christine Witcutt Memorial 

Centre for disabled children in 

Sarajevo. 

Sister Margaret died last November 

at the age of 96. In commemoration 

of her achievement, and to enable 

the continued support of the causes 

she cared about, EDA is asking 

knitters to raise funds as she did, by 

knitting for 24 hours, from 10am on 

Saturday 15 November to 10am on 

Sunday 16 November. 50% of the 

proceeds will go to the Christine 

Witcutt Centre, and 50% to other 

areas served by EDA.  

I will be having a go at this, and if 

anyone would like to join me, or 

sponsor me, it would be much 

appreciated. You can do either on-

line, at www.edinburghdirectaid.org, 

which gives all details of the event, 

or just ask me to add your name to 

my list.   

Ann Thanisch  

Sister Margaret smiling through her 
marathon 
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Down 

1 Lionel, musical composer (4) 

2 Music not written in any particular 
 key (6) 

3 Bond film from risky fallout (7) 

4 Stringed instument found in cell of 
 prisoner (5) 

5 What the conductor did with his 
 baton? (6) 

6 Popular place to listen to folk music 
 etc. (8) 

12 Essential instrument for pop 
 group (8) 

14 Captain famed for his mandolin (7) 

16 "Anchors _ _ _ _ _ _ " U.S. band 
 tune (6) 

18 Kerry, X-factor singer (6) 

19 Famous U.S. composer of 
 marches, etc (5) 

22 Popular boy band of 80s/90s (4) 

Across 

7 Hungarian composer and pianist (6) 

8 Use (6) 

9 _ _ _ _ Getz, jazz player (4) 

10 Let fatso be a high-pitched singer
 (8) 

11 Luke Lee played around with this 

 instrument (7) 

13 She sang the theme tune for 3 
 Down (5) 

15 Folk singer found on Magic 
 Roundabout (5) 

17 "Manufactured" pop group of the 

 60s/70s (7) 

20 Elvis was this to-night! (8) 

21 Brass wind instrument of the 
 saxhorn family (4) 

23 They had a hit with "Wild 
 Thing" (6) 

24 One half of greatest song-writing 
 duo of the 60s (6) 

Crossword 
 

Musical Theme 

by Roger Paton 

Answers on page 11 
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Joint service with Reid Memorial on Sunday 26 October 

Fresh Start Coffee Morning, 25 October 

The coffee morning was very successful with a good number of people 

enjoying coffee, home baking and plenty of chat.  There were many donations 

of household goods for Fresh Start. 

The amount raised so far was £313.  A big thank you to all who attended and 

those who helped to make 

it such an enjoyable coffee 

morning. 

Flora Paton and the team 
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Norman and I are slowly but surely 

(well, slowly anyway) adding new 

content to the church website 

(www.craigmillarpark.org). Even if 

you are not yourself an internet 

user, I hope you will appreciate that 

the website may actually be the 

initial way in which a potential new 

member might find out about us. 

I would like to improve the web 

page which deals with the charity 

fundraising activities with which we, 

as a congregation, are involved. 

Firstly, I want to make sure that I 

have a reasonably complete list. 

These are the charities currently in 

the list: 

Blythswood Care, British Heart 

Foundation, Christian Aid, Church of 

Scotland HIV Programme, Fresh 

Start, Glasgow the Caring City, 

Mary's Meals, Send-a-Cow, 

Tearfund, Tools for Self Reliance and 

WaterAid. 

I am aware that this list is 

incomplete, so please let me know 

of the other charities that we, as a 

congregation, support. Also, let me 

know if we are no longer fundraising 

for any of them. 

Finally, several members of the 

congregation work or volunteer for 

charities. If you would like us to 

mention such activities on the same 

web page, please let me know. It 

would be good to give a reasonably 

comprehensive picture of our 

charitable activities to those who 

visit the church's website. 

Peter Thanisch 

Charity Fundraising Activities 

Marriage 

Renate Maria Butler and Samuel Ian Breadon were joined in marriage 

on Friday 3 October 2014 at the Hotel du Vin, Edinburgh.  The service was 

conducted by the minister. 

Congregational Register 
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Don’t be a Victim of Fraud 

In the past couple of years it has 

become evident that the tactics of 

the fraudster are changing. No 

longer are they relying on the card 

reader device in ATMs. Instead they 

are using the channels that make 

our lives easier: the internet, 

smartphones and 

doorstep deliveries. Every 

year more than three 

million people in the UK 

fall victims to scams, 

losing hundreds, 

sometimes thousands of 

pounds. And this is only 

the tip of the iceberg: it is 

estimated that only 5% of 

scams are reported 

because victims feel 

embarrassed at being caught out. 

It’s only through spotting the signs 

of scams and spreading the word as 

widely as possible that we can help 

to stop scams. 

CURRENT SCAMS 

Calls from a ‘Computer 

Company’ 

You receive a call from a fraudster, 

using a computer company name, 

saying that you have a problem with 

your computer and they can fix it for 

a small fee. They will ask you to 

click on a link on a website or email 

them. This allows them to take 

control of your computer. It’s at this 

stage they can put a virus on your 

computer. You will have handed 

over your bank card details to make 

the payment. Unfortunately, they 

will take more than one payment 

from your account. They may keep 

you on the phone for a couple of 

hours to prevent you from stopping 

your bank cards while they use 

them. 

If you receive a call, say ‘no thank 

you’ and hang up. Beware! They are 

persistent and persuasive. 

Courier Scams 

You will receive a call 

from a fraudster 

pretending to be from the 

bank, police, government 

department or other large 

organisation, saying they 

are looking into fraud on 

your account. They may 

even suggest that you call 

the number on the back of your card 

to verify the call. They keep the 

telephone line open and play a 

recording of the dialling tone, so you 

are in fact still on the line to them. 

You think you have called the bank 

and therefore feel comfortable in 

providing all the necessary 

information they require to use your 

bank cards or online banking. On 

occasion they may send a courier 

round to collect your bank cards 

and/or ask you to withdraw 

considerable sums of money. 

If you receive a call, tell them you 

will call a known bank number and 

hang up. Yes, do use the number on 

the back of the card, but wait for a 

period of time to ensure the line is 

closed or use another phone, 

landline or mobile. 
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Dating Scams 

Fraudsters use dating websites to 

build online relationships. Once they 

have gained your trust they will use 

emotional circumstances to get you 

to part with your money. It could be 

that a family member is ‘seriously ill’ 

and that they need money to buy a 

flight to visit them. They may ask 

for a bank transfer to their account. 

Once the money is in their account, 

they will quickly withdraw it to 

prevent retrieval. 

There are genuine people on dating 

websites but be aware that some 

people are not what they seem. 

Investment Fraud 

A fraudster will phone you and try to 

sell you investments that will lead to 

huge financial gains. In fact they are 

worthless or do 

not even exist. 

They use 

information that 

may sound as if 

they are from a 

genuine 

investment 

company and 

may even use a 

genuine company 

name. They can also phone you on 

several occasions to build a 

relationship and gain your trust. 

Always seek independent / legal 

advice before making an 

investment. 

Phishing Emails 

An email apparently from a bank 

arrives requesting you to update 

your details. A genuine bank will not 

ask you to put passwords, PIN 

numbers or 

personal 

information in 

an email. The 

scammers 

normally 

request you 

click on a 

link. By doing 

so you may be downloading a virus 

onto your computer. Or there might 

be emails about a ‘purchase’ that 

you are alleged to have made. They 

ask you to click on a link to see 

more details about the purchase. As 

you don’t recognise the purchase, 

you want to know more. So you click 

on the link and download a virus. 

These emails will always quote a 

high street company to lure you into 

thinking they are genuine requests. 

If you receive any emails that you 

are not sure about, do not click on 

any links. Do not open any 

suspicious email in the first instance. 

Run your virus software to ensure 

that no viruses have been 

downloaded. 

These are 

some of the 

newer 

common 

scams, but 

there are 

more which 

have been 

around for a 

long time. 

You can find out more about these 

in the Metropolitan Police Little Book 

of Big Scams which can be found on 

their website: www.met.police.uk 
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AVOIDING FRAUD: POINTS TO REMEMBER 

If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 

If in doubt, don’t reply. Bin it, delete it, hang up. 

Contacted out of the blue? Be suspicious. 

Never send money to anyone you don’t know. 

Your bank and the police will never collect your bank card. 

Your bank and the police will never ask for your PIN. 

Computer firms do not make unsolicited phone calls to help fix your 

computer. 

Tell others about scams and report if you are targeted. 

Keep your computer virus-checking software up to date. 

Keep in mind that fraudsters are professionals and they will have done 

some research, so may have information that would imply they 

know a lot about you, when in fact they do not. They will also be 

very persuasive and may contact you again. 

If you are a victim of a scam relating to bank matters, report it to your 

bank. 

Acknowledgement: The author is a member of Jim’s church, 

employed by a major bank in their anti-fraud department, and wishes 

to remain anonymous.  

Jim Byers, Treasurer of the Edinburgh Presbytery, October 2014 

Lunch Club 

It was decided that there should be a 
committee of four formed to oversee the 
running of the Lunch Club.  They are Liz 
Philp, Jan Lyon, Ian Breadon, Flora Paton.   

The decision was taken to increase the price 
of lunch to £4 from January 2015.  We 
would be pleased to welcome new members 
and helpers.  Please contact any of the 
above committee members for more 
information. 

Flora Paton 
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November  

Sun 2 at 10.30am – Morning Worship (No Holy Communion till next week) 

Sun 2 – Soup lunch and talk by Julie Read on the Inca trail in the hall 

Sun 2 at 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home  

Wed 5 at 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together St Columba’s Hall, Upper Gray St 

Sun 9 at 10.30am – Remembrance Holy Communion after in chapel 

Mon 10-Fri 21 – Blythswood Shoeboxes sorting Up-to-date helpers’ guide:  

www.craigmillarpark.org/shoebox-appeal or Norman (07799 71 61 51) 

Wed 12 at 7.30pm – The Kirk Session meets in the chapel 

Sun 16 at 10.30am – Morning Worship   

Sun 13 at 10.30am – Morning Worship  

Tue 25 Nov at 2.15pm – The Guild To Machu Picchu with Julie Read 

Thu 27 at 7 for 7.30pm – Cameron Toll Chaplaincy AGM Faith Mission, 

548 Gilmerton Rd 

Sun 30 at 10.30am – Morning Worship for Advent Sunday  

(with proposed ordination and admission of elders) 

December 

Wed 3 at 7.30pm – NCT Praying Together St Columba’s Hall, Upper Gray St 

Thu 4 at 7.30pm – The Congregational Board meets in the Session Room 

Sat 6 from 10am to noon – Guild Christmas Coffee Morning All welcome 

Sun 7 at 10.30am – Holy Communion Second Sunday in Advent 

Sun 7 at 3.15pm – Holy Communion for Advent St Margaret’s Care Home 

Tue 9 at 2.15pm – The Guild meets in the hall 

Sun 14 at 10.30am – Morning Worship Third Sunday in Advent 

Tue 16 at 12.30pm – The Guild Christmas Lunch with the Lunch Club 

Sat 20 from 2 to 4pm – Nativity Scenes Exhibition in the church 

Sun 21 at 10.30am – Lessons and Carols with St Margaret’s Singers  

(and later at St Margaret’s Care Home) 

Sun 21 from 2 to 4pm – Nativity Scenes Exhibition in the church 

Wed 24 at 11.30pm – Candlelit Watchnight Service Carols from 11.15 

Thu 25 at 10.30am – Christmas Morning Service 

Sun 28 at 10.30am – Morning Worship First Sunday in Christmas 

Dates For Your Diary 
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2nd & 9th November – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520) 

John Kelly, Betty Laing, Harry Laing, Sandra Lamb, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri 

16th & 23rd November – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 

Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Seonaid 
Wilson, Julia Yarker 

30th Nov & 14th Dec – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 

Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Butler, David Cargill, Kathleen Cockerell, 
John Kelly 

7th December is Communion 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

Clues Across: (7) Bartok, (8) Employ, (9) Stan, (10) Falsetto,  

(11) Ukelele, (13) Adele, (15) Dylan, (17) Monkeys, (20) Lonesome, 

(21) Tuba, (23) Troggs, (24) Lennon 

 

Clues Down: (1) Bart, (2) Atonal, (3) Skyfall, (4) Cello, (5) Upheld,  

(6) Hostelry, (12) Keyboard, (14) Corelli, (16) Aweigh, (18) Katona,  

(19) Sousa, (22) Bros 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Nov 2014    

2nd Julie Read  Danny McQueen Julia Yarker  

9th David Cargill  Norman Weibye Roger Paton  

16th Roger Paton Christopher McLeod Norman Weibye  

23rd John Humphrey  John Kelly Ian Breadon  

30th Miriam Weibye  David Topping Julia Yarker  

Dec 2014    

7th John Kelly  Danny McQueen Norman Weibye  

14th Gordon Braidwood  Norman Weibye Ian Breadon  

Duties 
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Minister Rev John Urquhart 
14 Hallhead Road, 0131 667 1623 

minister@craigmillarpark.org  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer & Depute 

Session Clerk 
Christopher McLeod 

0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Roger Paton 
0131 664 2877  

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational Board 
John Kelly 

0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Caring Service Christine Thomson 0131 667 5145  

Organist Edward Cuthbert organist@craigmillarpark.org  

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website www.craigmillarpark.org webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is  

Sunday 23 November.  Please send items to Ruth by email— 

prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297 

Coming up at Stewart House Men’s Club in November… 

7th—Journey Latin America, Derek Wilkinson 

14th—Life Under the Surface, Alan Gill 

21st—Edinburgh and the Act of Union, Eric Melvin 

28th—Ceilidh Caleerie – Music for St Andrew’s Day, Peter Worling 

Fridays at 10.15am in the Church Hall, except 14th and 21st which are in 

Craigmillar Park Bowling Club.  Coffee £1.50.  Visitors welcome.   


