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Am I alone in feeling that we are 

being rushed from summer straight 

to Christmas? I must confess 

(curmudgeonly though it may be) 

that I rather resent the way in which 

the advertisers push us on to their 

next ñbig thingò (i.e. the 

commercialism of Christmas), 

leaving us no time to appreciate the 

glories of autumn. I can still recall, 

after so many years, the gentle 

rebuke I would receive when I 

ñwishedò for the speedy arrival of 

some much anticipated event (or 

season!). My mother would say, 

ñYou are wishing your life away!ò 

It seems now that we are being 

encouraged increasingly to keep our 

eyes fixed on the next ñbig thingò 

and so to ignore the joys and 

opportunities of the present or more 

immediate future. The Welsh poet, 

William Henry Davies, wrote: 

 ñWhat is this life if, full of care 

 We have no time to stand and 

 stare?ò 

As we enter October we might be 

well advised to pause and reflect. 

Summer is over but the next 

important date/event is not 

Christmas. Autumn is not to be 

ignored for its beauty, its changing 

colours, its opportunities for 

reflection, and, yes, itôs time for 

planning. In the life of the church I 

have always thought of October as a 

time of important beginnings and 

renewal ï a time when the 

organisations of the congregation 

begin a new and exciting 

programme of activities ï a time 

when we renew regular week-day 

contacts with our fellow Christians 

and engage increasingly in the 

outreach and fellowship of the 

church which so complements our 

worship and provides opportunities 

to put faith into action. 

I have been with you now for two 

months and I have enjoyed the 

warmth of your welcome and the 

dignified enthusiasm of worship. It 

has been a great pleasure to lead 
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worship and to get to know so many 

of you. Sadly, I fear I have never 

been very good at remembering 

names ï a 

weakness that 

is now 

exacerbated by 

advancing 

years. So 

please forgive 

me if I canôt 

always address 

you by name!  

Now, as we 

enter this 

ñseason of 

mists and 

mellow 

fruitfulnessò there is increased 

activity in the life of the church and I 

wish you and all the various groups 

and organisations of the 

congregation and of the community 

a successful season of fellowship and 

service. 

Moreover, I am delighted that your 

minister is now making such strides 

in his recovery. It is still early days 

in his return to duty ï I know he 

may be reluctant to admit that, so it 

is all the more 

important that 

you continue 

the patient 

understanding 

that has been 

so evident in 

your care for 

and about him 

and his family. 

I will be with 

you for a little 

time yet ï 

though in 

October I will be 

absent for a couple of Sundays, 

fulfilling an obligation I had entered 

into before my time with you was 

arranged ï and I look forward to 

your continued friendship and 

companionship in the life and 

worship of Craigmillar Park. 

Ian G Scott 

Locum Minister 
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Now the summer is over, start planning ahead for the autumn nights... 

Opera Camerata are performing "Tales of Hoffman" at the Churchill Theatre 

from 7 to 10 October at 7.30pm. Tickets Ã12.  It promises to be an exciting 

performance! 

Tickets available from: 

¶ Opera Camerata, 0131 228 2304 

¶ Usher Hall box office, 0131 228 1155 

¶ Or contact Julie Read (who is performing in this) at church  

 or on 0131 667 4089 

Tales of Hoffman 
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Jared Hay, the minister of Priestfield 

Church, has started a series of 

fortnightly discussions on the Book 

of Revelation. I attended the first 

discussion and much to my relief it 

was an introduction to the book for 

folk who know next to nothing about 

it (in other words folk like me).  

Jared started off by asking the 

audience (about a dozen of us) what 

images and words come to mind 

when we think about the Book of 

Revelation. Revelation seems to be 

an extreme case where few 

understand the structure, yet 

everyone can recite lots of such 

images and phrases, the four 

horsemen, the number of the beast 

and so forth. (It is interesting how 

the word óapocalypticô has come to 

be completely misused in our 

everyday parlance.) Dr Hay pointed 

out that John speaks in cartoons, for 

example ñthe beast with nine headsò 

is generally thought to be a coded 

reference to the Roman Empire. Dr 

Hay stated that, contrary to the 

bookôs popular image, it is more 

about ethics than theology. 

Of course, you can always spend a 

bit of time looking at Wikipedia to 

discover some aspects of Revelation, 

but Jared has made a special study 

of the structure of Revelation and by 

attending his discussions you have 

the opportunity of hearing, at first 

hand, the fruits of his endeavours. 

The structure of Revelation does 

require some thought! Dr Hayôs 

approach might be described as 

ñscroll-orientedò: the book is 

structured around what strikes me 

as a post-modernist interplay 

between the scroll that John is 

commanded to write and Godôs 

scroll (i.e. the one with seven seals), 

which was partially revealed to John 

before John was commanded to eat 

it (!) so that he might reveal its 

contents to us.  

The next session is on 8 October, 

7.30ï9pm. It will be held in the hall 

at Priestfield Church.  

You can view Jaredôs blog at 

jaredhay.wordpress.com.  He has a 

lot of interesting Revelation-relevant 

content, images and links.  

Peter Thanisch 

Drawing Back the Curtain 
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What Price the Harvest? 

We city folk hardly ever think about 

the countryside.  An occasional 

Sunday afternoon drive or a harvest 

thanksgiving service do give us a 

pleasant glow about our agricultural 

past.  But they should also prompt 

concern about the uncomfortable 

present.  

The six big supermarket chains have 

made it too 

easy for us to 

separate food 

on the shelves 

from the fields 

in which it is 

grown.  

Scottish 

agriculture is 

not in good 

shape, nor is 

the global food-

growing 

industry, beset 

as it is by climate change, unfair 

trading, subsides and changing 

technologies.  And, above all, by our 

unwillingness to pay a higher price 

for our food.  

Fifty years ago, 33 per cent of the 

average familyôs weekly spending 

went on food.  Now, itôs just 12 per 

cent, or Ã60 a week.  Even that is 

subsidised, to the tune of Ã500m a 

year paid to farmers in Scotland 

through the European Common 

Agricultural Policy.  This policy has 

had to change over the years 

because it encouraged over-

production - remember milk lakes 

and beef mountains. Instead 

farmers are given basic payments 

based on what they produced in the 

years 2000-2002, along with some 

environmental incentives.  This 

December the system is changing 

again with payments made on the 

basis of how many hectares is 

actually in production now.   

Without subsidies, the average farm 

in Scotland would have made a loss 

of Ã16,000 in 

2013/14. As it 

is, the average 

profit was just 

Ã31,000, the 

lowest level for 

five years and a 

scant return for 

all the hours of 

labour the 

farmer puts in 

and the risks he 

takes.  The 

scandal of milk 

prices is a famous example.  Dairy 

farmers are paid an average of 24p 

a litre for their milk at the farm 

gate, but it actually costs them 30-

32p to produce and it is sold in the 

supermarkets at around 80p.      

You could argue that there should 

be fewer farmers in Britain and we 

should import more of our food from 

cheaper sources abroad ï already 

40 per cent of our food comes from 

overseas.  But do we really want our 

food to come from thousands of 

miles away and to be grown by 

cheap labour, with animals kept in 

unregulated conditions and subject 

to the volatility of international 

markets?   
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At the end of May I attended a 

commissioning service for 16 new 

Street Pastors in Edinburgh. This 

seemed to be a good time for me to 

pass on my blue uniform to a 

younger person. 

Being a Street Pastor for nearly 3 

years made a vast difference to my 

life. Being recently widowed, 

everything seemed a bit empty and 

pointless, in spite of having a very 

caring and supportive family. 

I met the most amazing people - 

both out on the streets of Edinburgh 

and amongst my colleagues. The 

motto of the Street Pastors is to 

care, help and to listen - a perfect 

way to try to put something back 

into society and at the same time 

get my own life back on track. There 

were very happy moments but also 

very sad ones - the loneliness 

amongst young people, British as 

well as immigrant, can be very 

upsetting. I hope that my time was 

just a small step towards making life 

on the streets of Edinburgh a little 

bit safer for the youngsters and 

partygoers on a Friday night. A 

young man just a bit worse for wear 

described me as "a shining light in 

the wilderness", a good thought to 

hold on to! 

But now to the earphones! Silver 

Line is a voluntary service to help 

and provide friendship to lonely 

older people in this country by 

keeping in touch on a regular basis 

by telephone. I am half-way through 

the training period and hopefully by 

the end of October I shall be up and 

doing my bit from my own sitting 

room. So watch this space! once it's 

official I shall let you all know how 

it's going. 

Renate Maria Breadon 

I know Iôd rather pay more, say 

double, for Scottish labelled food 

and know that I am supporting 

30,000 full time agricultural 

workers, and the same number of 

part-timers, not to mention the 

quarter of a million who work in the 

processing and supply businesses.  I 

think we have a duty as consumers 

to care for our countryside and for 

those who work and live in it.  To 

lose our connection with the land is 

to lose our way as a people.  So as 

we sing the old hymn ñCome ye 

thankful people come, raise the song 

of harvest-homeò, let us pray that 

our farmers get a decent return for 

their labours. 

John Knox 

Off with the Flip-Flopsðon with  

the Earphones 
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Situations such as the current 

refugee crisis can bring up lots of 

questions that can make it difficult 

to pray. As we are faced with issues 

of suffering and human tragedy, we 

can often struggle to find God in the 

midst of it all. 

The Church of Scotland recognises 

that its members and adherents are 

very keen to be part of a meaningful 

response to the needs of millions of 

refugees seeking shelter from 

conflict and unrest.  The Church is 

committed to taking action in 

response to the crisis and is putting 

resources and 

staff into an 

ecumenical 

initiative that 

will see the 

churches and 

other faith 

groups in 

Scotland work 

together both 

to support 

refugees who 

come to 

Scotland and 

to work with our partnership 

churches and aid agencies to 

support refugees overseas, 

particularly those in the countries 

which border Syria.   Did you know 

that Lebanon, which is about the 

size of Cornwall, currently is housing 

1.5 million Syrian refugees?  This is 

an international catastrophe which 

demands a radical and generous 

international response and the 

Church of Scotland is determined to 

play its part.   

You may have read of the Out of 

Africa Project being run by the 

Church of Scotland congregation in 

Malta (see 

www.saintandrewsmalta.com).  Our 

congregation in Budapest (did you 

know we had one?) is also working 

directly with vulnerable refugees in 

Hungary, providing overnight 

accommodation in the church 

buildings for those refugees who 

have small children and are 

particularly vulnerable (see 

www.reformatus.hu/mutat/11346/).  

The Church of 

Scotland 

continues to 

support A 

Place at the 

Table ï an 

appeal for 

funds for the 

work of the 

National 

Evangelical 

Synod of 

Syria and 

Lebanon as 

they reach out to the refugees to 

provide food, shelter and hygiene 

supplies.  They are asking us to set 

an extra place at our tables and to 

donate the cost of that meal to the 

appeal.  How about setting an extra 

place at your Christmas dinner this 

year and making a donation to the 

project?  You can get information 

from me on how to do this. 

And the Church has prepared 

Refugee Crisis: Church of Scotland Response 


