SEPTEMBER 2015
We are a community of Christians and a parish church in the Church of Scotland.
We welcome you to1any of our activities.

Coming along to church
You don’t have to have faith or sign up to anything to come along. You can explore
what Christians do and believe and take things at your own pace.
What we do on a Sunday
We begin at 10.30am. We sing hymns accompanied by our church organist. You can
listen or participate in prayers. A volunteer reads from the Bible and the minister
gives a talk on it. We sometimes have dramas and other activities.
We try to make the first part of Morning Worship suitable for all ages.
For the next part, if you are a child, you are invited to attend our crèche, or you can
stay in the main service if you prefer. There are soft play bags in church and children
are welcome to use them.
After Morning Worship, we serve refreshments in the hall.
You are welcome to join us and get to know a few people.
Once a month, we join in Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper/Eucharist)
On the first Sunday of March, June, September and December this is at 10.30am and
at 3.15pm at St Margaret’s Care Home. On Easter Day it is at 10.30am only.
On the first Sunday of other months, it is after Morning Worship in the chapel at the
back of the church. Everyone is welcome.

Children’s activities on Sundays
Each Sunday, children can come to the All-Age Part of the Service at 10.30am, where
we often have a story, a talk or a drama involving people. Children can go out during
or after the hymn before the sermon. If there are young children in church, we
provide a Crèche.
Contact: Katy Ruggeri (667 1350)

Parents and Toddlers Group
Our Parents and Toddlers Group meets on Saturday afternoons and runs from 2pm
to 4pm. We sometimes have to cancel it if there is another hall booking so do call to
check if you are planning your first visit. There are plenty of exciting toys for children
and the chance of a cup of tea or coffee and a chat for their parents.
Contact: Susan Wong (toddlers@craigmillarpark.org or 07711 265 758)

Baptism and Church Membership
If you are thinking of baptism for yourself or a younger family
member, please speak to John, our minister
(minister@craigmillarpark.org or 667 1623).
John will invite you to an Alpha course to help you decide if you
want to commit yourself or your family to be followers of Jesus in
the Christian church.
(If you are already baptised, you may want to join our local church.
Please ask about this.)
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Minister’s Letter
More than fifty years ago, when I
was a student in New York, a friend
gave me a copy of “Selected Essays,
Lectures and Poems of Ralph Waldo
Emerson”. I turned first to his
“Divinity School Address” delivered
at Harvard in July 1838. I have
never
forgotten
his
opening
sentence – “In this refulgent
summer, it has been a luxury to
draw the breath of life”. I was
astonished to read the word
“refulgent” and although I had no
difficulty
in
understanding
his
meaning I nevertheless turned to
the dictionary to find an exact
definition. There I read: “Refulgent –
radiant, casting a flood of light,
beaming”. It’s not a word in
common use and it seemed slightly
odd to apply it to the weather. It
certainly could not be a reasonable
description of the summer now
drawing into autumn – “mixed” is
the best word I can find in speaking
of recent months. Already darkness
is falling quite perceptibly sooner
and the most we can hope for now is
a spell of fine autumn weather and a
display of the luxuriant colours that
autumn can bring.

steady return to health. I know that
he is anxious to return to his
accustomed place in the life of the
congregation and that must surely
make us all glad but he (and we)
must be cautious not to force the
pace.

Like the “non-refulgent” recent
summer the past few months have
brought disappointment and anxiety
in the life of the congregation of
Craigmillar Park – and we hope for
better days and better news to
come. The illness of your minister
and friend, John, has brought
sadness and concern over recent
months but there is a renewed
optimism in his slow but seemingly

As summer draws to a close the
church, like schools and offices and
so many organisations, gears up for
the regular activities that have been
in a state of “suspended animation”
in the traditional holiday period. I
am sure there will be much to do in
worship and congregational life in
the coming months and I will be
happy to do what I can to help.

Since the beginning of August I have
had the privilege and great joy of
leading worship and in a modest
way sharing in the life of the
congregation. Thank you for the
warmth of your welcome and for the
friendship and support you have
given me so freely. The plan at
present is for me to continue with
you until the end of October or until
the minister’s return to duty –
whichever comes first.
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Please contact me with news of any
pastoral concerns. My contact details
are: Phone 01875 612907; e-mail
igscott50@btinternet.com – and, of
course I will be in church most
Sundays (I say most because I have
to fulfil an earlier commitment to
pulpit supply on two Sundays in
October).

Meantime I continue to enjoy my
time with you – limited though it is –
and, like you, rejoice in the good
news of John’s gradual recovery and
pray for his return to fullness of
health.
With best wishes
Ian G Scott (Locum minister)

Welcome Teams
Would you be interested in joining
the welcome team on a Sunday
morning and helping to hand out
hymn books and service sheets,
uplift the offering and generally help
out with stewarding?
You don’t
need to be an office-bearer, you just
need to have a friendly smile and be
willing to turn up to church at 10am
a few times a year. Although we
have, thankfully, never had an
emergency on a Sunday morning,
those on duty need to be able to
cope with an emergency evacuation
so a reasonable degree of fitness
and mobility is needed. Training is
provided
and
you
get
the
satisfaction of taking part in a small
but rewarding part of our mission to
our community.

Craigmillar Park has always been
noted for the warmth of its welcome
to visitors – long may that continue!
From the friendly greetings given by
the welcome team on the door, the
offer of a hymn book and service
sheet by those on duty, the informal
conversation with those sitting
nearest our visitors and finishing
with coffee and biscuits afterwards,
we all have a chance to speak to
those new to the congregation and
to make them feel welcome and at
home.
Thank you so much to
everyone who helps in this genuine
display of Christian fellowship and
love.

If you’d like to help, or just to find
out more about it, please speak to
Pauline. If you can’t do it yourself
but you know someone who would
be good at it, why not speak to
them and persuade
them to
volunteer?
Pauline Weibye
Session Clerk
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Walking & Praying with Christians
in the Middle East
On 23 August, Mike Parker, the
international director of Middle East
Christian
Outreach
(see
www.mecoglobal.com)
talked
at
Craigmillar Park to a group of twenty
from several local churches about
the current state of affairs in the
Middle East from a Christian
perspective. He described 3 broad
themes -



in the Middle East that because
Jesus died young, the Spirit that he
bestowed remains youthful in all of
us, whatever our age.
Subsequent discussion included:

the plight of Christians under
attack and fleeing their homes as
part of the huge refugee crisis
caused by the instability in the
region



the determination of many
Christians to stay where they felt
they belonged



some signs that the strength of
Islam in the region may be
weakening in reaction to the
emergence of extremist groups
and Christian witness



another image of the increasing
pressure on, & growing strength
of, the Christians being like
parallel tracks that necessarily
run side by side



advice that we should pray with,
not for, fellow Christians



a plea for more fellow feeling
with Muslims here in the UK

This included a member of the group
telling us about a course to help us
to make real friendships with
Muslims and to gain confidence in
sharing Jesus with them. This
Thursday evening course starts on
17 September at 7pm, and runs for
seven weeks at Carrubbers Christian
Centre, 65 High Street EH1 1SR. For
more
information
see
www.friendshipfirst.org, and if you
would
like
to
book,
email
susi.steier@friendsinternational.org.
uk.

He ended with a reading of Psalm
92, which includes vivid images of
the righteous flourishing like the
palm tree and the cedar of Lebanon
in the house of God, bearing fruit in
old age and remaining ever green.
This last is echoed in the later belief

Ann Thanisch
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ADVANCE WARNING:

Fresh Start Coffee morning
Saturday 31 October, 10am-12 noon in the church hall

Parents and Toddlers
We run a parents and toddlers group most Saturdays
throughout the year. It's a chance for the adults to
have a chat over coffee, and the little ones to play
and meet new friends. Please come along and join
us if you have a child up to the age of 5.
We are also looking for more helpers to come along
on a Saturday afternoon.
This involves being a
friendly face, having a cup of coffee and a chat—
nothing too taxing!
Contact Susan on 448 2565 or toddlers@craigmillarpark.org

Tales of Hoffman
Now the festival is over, start planning ahead for the autumn nights...
Opera Camerata are performing "Tales of Hoffman" at the Churchill theatre
from 7 to 10 October at 7.30pm. Tickets £12. It promises to be an exciting
performance!
Tickets available from:





Opera Camerata, 228 2304
Usher hall box office, 228 1155
Or contact Julie Read (who is performing in this) at church
or on 667 4089
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Edinburgh Direct Aid Appeal
Thanks & Update
Many thanks to all those who
responded so generously to the
appeal earlier this summer for
haberdashery, fabric, wool and
sewing machines, to be sent to
Lebanon for the use of Syrian
refugee women in a training
workshop that will allow them to
make & mend clothing, household
items, and bedding, as well as earn
a little income. This is part of a
series of vocational workshops,
which also include electrical work,
motorcycle maintenance, computing,
and rug making, to run from August
to December. The supplies for the
workshops, together with winter
clothing, boots & shoes, will be
despatched in a few weeks’ time so
that all can be cleared through

customs & distributed before the
winter sets in. This is the fourth
shipping container to be sent to help
the refugees who are facing a third
winter in tents and makeshift
accommodation with few positive
prospects for the future. In this
situation, there is great need for
some occupation for the young
people to counter the impact of the
disruption to their education and
normal way of life that the Syrian
conflict has brought, allowing them
to gain some skills and perhaps
some income. The young men may
then be less tempted by the
apparent glamour and excitement of
joining militant groups encamped
around the area.
Ann Thanisch

We produce nine editions of Prism, our church magazine, each year.
If you’ve enjoyed reading this issue and would like to receive
an electronic copy of future editions of Prism then send us an email
and we’ll add you to the distribution list:

prism@craigmillarpark.org
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Local Church Review
Action Plan for Craigmillar Park Church
Every congregation in the Church of
Scotland is visited formally every
five years by a group from
Presbytery. This is an opportunity
for Presbytery to assess the health
and wellbeing of the congregation,
to note and celebrate things that are
going well and to offer advice and
perhaps practical help with things
that are proving more challenging.
You may remember this being
called, in the past, the
receiving it but I expect
‘quinquennial’, but it is
that it will be considered
“This is a
now known as Local
at a meeting soon and, we
congregation hope, accepted.
Church Review. It was
Craigmillar Park’s turn for
genuinely
However,
the
real
this earlier this year and
business of the LCR is to
seeking God’s
I am delighted to be able
work
with
the
to share with you now
will and
congregation to produce
that the LCR team found
an Action Plan for the next
guidance”
us to be in good heart,
few years. This, the Kirk
aware of the challenges
Session has done and you
but open to meeting them. Their
will find copies of it at the back of
draft report said:
the Church. It commits us to quite a
This is a congregation genuinely
seeking God’s will and guidance,
with no debilitating sense of self
that
might
impede
future
development and partnerships.
They are people who have a
belief in a greater shepherd and
try to trust that shepherd beyond
immediate circumstances and this
brings them a quiet but firm
faith, and openness to growth
and change.

bit of work, as you will see, but I
hope you will agree that the actions
we envisage are appropriate for the
congregation. We would love any
assistance you can offer with any of
the planned actions – just speak to
me, the minister or any elder if you
want to be involved.
We would
welcome that.
We will keep you updated as matters
progress too.

The report is only in draft because
John’s illness and absence means
that Presbytery has postponed

Pauline Weibye
Session Clerk
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101st City of Edinburgh Brownies
All leaders and Brownies at 101st
City of Edinburgh would like to thank
all parents and members of the
congregation
for
their generosity with
the
Sainsbury's
Active Kids vouchers
this term - we have
managed to secure a session of jazz
dance for the girls this autumn, plus
a set of cheerleading pom-poms (to
build on last years Active Kids
session) and some more gardening
equipment so we can keep up the
good work started by the late Molly
Longmuir - a true friend of
Craigmillar Park Church and our
Brownie Pack.

scent).
It will be planted in the
church garden in due course.
Our current numbers
are at 29 - of which
some of our older
girls
are
moving
onto Guides within
the
Division
and
others to new hobbies and interests,
so we hope to welcome a new intake
of Brownies in early October.
If anyone is interested in registering
their daughter for Brownies they
should do so by going to the
following page:
www.enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/
Or get in touch for an informal
discussion at the number below.

We are planning to purchase a
Brownie Rose in memory of Molly
from the Brownies (appropriately it
is yellow and has a refreshing citrus

June Savage (Brown Owl)
0131 664 4017 or 07792528188

Guild
Our Guild meetings start this
session
on
Tuesday
29
September at 2.15pm in the
Church Hall. Our theme for
the next 3 years is "Be Bold,
Be Strong" and the title for
this year is "Go In Peace".

National Vice Convenor of the
Guild coming along to talk on
our new theme.
Do come along and join us.
We are always happy to see
new faces as well the "well
kent" ones.
Julia Yarker
President

We are
fortunate to have Mrs
Rosemary Johnston who is the
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Lunch Club
The Lunch Club is held every Tuesday
from 12.30pm. A two course lunch
with tea and coffee is served in the
church hall.
We are a very friendly group of ladies
and gentlemen who would be happy to
welcome new members.
Enquires to Flora Paton (664 2877)

85th Braid Scout Group
Scouting will be returning to
Craigmillar Park Church in October –
a chance for your children to have
adventures inside and outside, meet
new friends, learn new skills, and be
part of the worldwide family of
Scouts. The 85th Braid Scout Group
is starting a Scout Troop here (to
complement our existing Beavers
and Cubs at Reid Memorial Church,
and second Cub Pack at Marchmont
St Giles). We have 3 new leaders
(Sara, Paul and Rosie) who are busy
planning
the
programme,
and
meetings will be from 7.30–9pm
every Wednesday evening during
term-time, starting after the October
half-term.

existing Cubs
moving
up.
If you
have a son or
daughter
between the
ages of 10 ½
and 13 (inclusive, so up to
14th birthday) who would be
interested in joining then please get
in
touch
with
us
at
85thbraidscouts@gmail.com.
Please note that we will be starting
with around 10-12 Scouts and
slowly building up the group so we
may not be able to take everyone
straight away if there is high
demand.

As this is a new group, we will have
some places for new recruits to the
Scouting movement, as well as for

William Ivory
(Acting) Group Scout Leader
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A joint statement on the situation in Calais
from the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Church of Scotland, the
Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church (14 August 2015)
As churches with members directly
involved in assisting the people in
Calais seeking sanctuary in the UK,
we believe it is important that public
debate is grounded in values of
compassion and that
decisions are made
on the basis of facts.
In
recent
weeks
discussion
has
increasingly
appeared
to
be
based
on
the
principle
of
selfinterest. Our faith
instructs us not to fear the stranger,
but to love our neighbour. We view
the situation with growing alarm and
anger.

France, we are also supporting work
amongst unaccompanied children in
Calais. St Andrew’s Scots Church in
Malta, a joint Methodist-Church of
Scotland congregation in Valletta,
runs the Out of Africa
into Malta project to
assist
migrants.
However, we cannot
play
our
part
effectively without a
political backdrop that
seeks a sustainable
and just solution in
the longer term.
And we stand in solidarity with the
remarks made recently by the Rt
Rev Trevor Willmott, the Bishop of
Dover, the Jewish Council for Racial
Equality and in support of the
pioneering work of the Churches'
Commission for Migrants in Europe.

We are compelled to speak out on
this issue. As Christian churches we
follow One who was himself a
refugee and who demonstrated that
all people have an inherent, Godgiven dignity.

We welcome the affirmation by the
Home Secretary that Europe will
'always provide protection for those
genuinely
fleeing
conflict
or
persecution'.

Our Scriptures teach the importance
of love and compassion for all who
are destitute, including people of
other nationalities who come to live
in our communities.

However, the language in which the
Calais situation is being discussed
tends too often to demonise,
denigrate
or
dehumanise
the
individuals seeking refuge in Britain.

We do not speak out as detached,
comfortable observers but as leaders
of churches who are actively
ministering to those involved. In
east Kent our churches have publicly
offered practical support and help to
teenage asylum seekers due to be
housed in their town. Through our
international links with Baptists in

To talk of those gathering at Calais
as a 'swarm', or 'marauding around
the area' encourages people to see
those in desperation as less than
human, and so less deserving of
sympathy, respect or dignity. To
incite fear that by offering the hand
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of friendship and welcome we may
damage our own standard of living
implies that British lives and wellbeing are somehow more valuable
than those of others.

ferry workers;

We share the concern of all involved
to see a peaceful and humane
solution to this particular expression
of a far broader catastrophe. While
we recognise the need for security to
be increased at Calais, to better
ensure the safety of all involved, we
cannot see that more guards, sniffer
dogs and fencing will alone bring
such a solution.

the UK has been militarily involved
in some of the situations that have
given rise to the persecutions from
which people are fleeing;

We therefore call on the Government
to promote a more informed and
higher level of debate on the issue –
one
which
acknowledges,
for
example, that:

We also call on the Government, in
its response to this emergency, to:

historically the UK has welcomed
people fleeing persecution, including
Jews escaping from Germany during
the Second World War;

contributions to this debate should
always adopt language which better
reflects
the
British
values
of
compassion, hospitality and respect
for human dignity.

recognise that most migrants cannot
be returned to their country of
origin: in many cases it is not even
possible to be certain of an
individual's country of origin due to a
lack of documentation;

many of the migrants congregating
at Calais are people genuinely
fleeing repression who have real
stories of suffering and hardship to
tell
–
and
that
some
are
unaccompanied children;

promote
the
establishment
of
proper, EU-run processing centres at
key entry points in Europe (such as
southern Italy and Greece);

the numbers involved do not warrant
talk of an 'invasion' or 'flood' of
migrants;

accept the need for the UK to take
its share of migrants as other
European countries are already
doing.

the people at Calais represent a tiny
fraction of the overall number of
migrants who have entered the EU
in the past year (in 2014 Germany
took three times more asylum
seekers than the UK's 14,000, and
Sweden twice as many; France, Italy
and even Switzerland also granted
asylum to more people than the
UK);

And we ask all our congregations
and members to respond to an
urgent call to prayer, to remember
in our churches the importance and
equal value God places on every
human life, and to seek wisdom that
we can challenge injustice and work
for peace for the whole world. Let us
seek direction and discernment for
ourselves and for our leaders for
solutions to this ongoing crisis, for
the sake of all peoples.

the disruption caused to travellers is
also a consequence of issues
unconnected with the situation in
Calais, including industrial action by
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Church Flowers
We are fortunate to have beautiful
flowers adorning our church each
Sunday that, after the service, are
split into bunches and given to
members of the congregation or
people in the parish. People receive
flowers for all sorts of reasons; if
they are unwell, have suffered a
bereavement,
to
mark
an
anniversary, or perhaps because
they are no longer able to come to
church.

flowers.
The flowers
can only be
distributed if
we
have
names of people
to give them to.
Flowers are beautiful
and can brighten any
room, but more than that, they
convey a message: that the people
of Craigmillar Park Church are
thinking about them.

Please have a think of who you know
that might like to receive the church

Please pass names to the minister.

Thank You
We would like to thank all that contributed to the tea at Auntie Molly’s funeral
in May. It was a great spread and we were so grateful to you all for
organising it and providing such goodies! We’re also thankful for all the
kindness & support that has been shown to us over the past few months.
Thank you for the cards sent at the time, to those of you who attended Molly’s
and Mum’s funerals and for all the kind words since then.
Ruth and Hannah Longmuir

Do you struggle to get out to church?
Would you still like to hear the sermon each week?
Now you can!
We are starting to record the sermon onto CDs. If you would be
interested in receiving an audio copy of the sermon each week then
please get in touch with Ruth Longmuir—07754 952 297 or
prism@craigmillarpark.org
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Take a Walk in the Footsteps of James
Hogg’s ‘Justified Sinner’
James Hogg (‘The Ettrick
Shepherd’) was a nineteenth
century Scottish author, poet
and songwriter. Currently his
work that seems to excite
the most interest is his novel
The Private Memoirs and
Confessions of a Justified
Sinner, published in 1824. A
stage
adaptation
was
performed at this year’s
Edinburgh Festival and the
novel is on the reading list of
many
of
the
English
Sunrise from Fall Law, the location of the grave of
Literature departments of
Hogg's Justified Sinner. (In early 18th Century
the
world’s
posher
Scotland, suicides were supposed to be buried
before sunrise.)
universities. In the past,
critics mistakenly thought
that the novel was a satire on
hiking and other visits, I have coPresbyterianism, but nowadays it is
authored
a
travel
guide
to
recognized that the novel contains
accompany Hogg’s novel. This
fictionalized parallels of religious
enables interested readers to see
tensions generated by fanaticism
the landscapes in which the action
and fundamentalism, subjects with
occurs. A preliminary version of the
which we are only too familiar in the
Travel Guide is on the James Hogg
news these days.
Society website:
In the novel, Hogg was deliberately
vague about all sorts of things, but
he
was
quite
precise
about
geography, so we can track the
movements of Robert Wringhim,
Hogg’s Justified Sinner, as he
attempted to elude the forces of law
and order as well as the attentions
of his devilish acquaintance, GilMartin.
To
this
end,
several
members of the Craigmillar Park
congregation have done some of the
hikes along the routes taken by
Robert Wringhim. Based on that

www.jameshoggblog.blogspot.co.uk/
2014/10/in-footsteps-of-justifiedsinner-part-1_9.html
The Travel Guide is far from
complete and I would like to hear
from anyone interested in assisting
with this project so that we can
produce a new version of the travel
guide. We shall be doing hikes at all
levels of strenuousness because the
Travel Guide is intended for use by
people of a wide range of levels of
fitness.
Peter Thanisch
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Blysthwood Care Shoebox Appeal 2015
9 to 21 November
The shoeboxes received
in 2014 were delivered
to
Albania,
Bulgaria,
Hungary,
Kosovo,
Moldova,
Pakistan,
Romania, Serbia and
Ukraine.
Part of the
commitment
to
this
involves overseeing the
distribution
of
the
shoeboxes abroad and,
last Christmas, James
Campbell,
chief
executive
of
Blythswood Care, went to Romania.
A video was made of what he saw
there and I strongly recommend
that you watch it; it is online on the
Craigmillar
Park
website
at
www.craigmillarpark.org/shoeboxmain and also www.blythswood.org/
#!shoebox-appeal/ccuw.
If you
don't have internet access we can
supply copies on DVD.

“It's
surprising
that
someone far way from
you cares, and would
send you a present”.
Imagine
what
these
people, living in serious
poverty, must think of
us, far away, that we
would send a gift to
someone unknown; to
think that whoever we
are, we care. Interestingly, now in
Romania, those same people are
themselves sending shoeboxes to
others in their country who are even
more worse off – kindness begets
kindness.
The Blythswood Care Christmas
Shoebox Appeal is our largest
charitable commitment each year: it
provides gifts at Christmas time to
some
of
the
world’s
most
disadvantaged people, many of
them children. For two weeks each
November we act as the main
shoebox sorting centre for Edinburgh
and SE Scotland, handling around
7,000
shoeboxes
during
the
campaign. You can help, either by
donating a shoebox (or shoeboxes…)
or by volunteering to help as a
sorter.

Watching
the
video
I
was
particularly struck by one comment:

Please put time in your diary now
to help during November. Contact
me any time; in church, by e-mail
shoebox@craigmillarpark.org or by
phone on 07766 888 644.
Norman Weibye
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Crossword
with a
geographical
theme
by Roger Paton

Answers on page 19
Across

Down

7 Blue no-go around French port (8)

1 Cob horse goes to Irish port (4)

8 Wars were won on these playing
fields (4)

2 Lustre lost in Ireland? (6)

9 Group of islands with Viking
connections (8)

4 Castle in S. England, city in N.
England (5)

3 Us again find lizards (7)

10 Conceal this Cheshire town? (4)

5 11 Across built his wall near here (6)

11 Famous for building a wall (7)

6 E.g. donor found in this French
valley (8)

13 Tom aghast at finding himself in
Ireland (5)
15 Person from Copenhagen? (1,4)

12 Unfortunately ensnared in this forest
area of Belgium (8)

17 A teensy village on the Isle of
Wight (7)

14 Go via a bar to this beer area! (7)

20 Photo pans out quite well (4)

16 You must see this Italian city before
you die (6)

21 Franco-Belgian lands ref in
trouble (8)

18 Lonely hill in the Borders ? (6)

23 R.E.M.E found in a pond (4)

19 "Flow gently sweet _ _ _ _ _
(Burns) (5)

24 Choir gal meets up with
government official (8)

22 Part of a water-mill (4)
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Bethany Christian Trust
To book tickets and for more information:
conference@bethanychristiantrust.com or 0131 561 8953
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Reviewable Tenure
Congregation members will know
that we are on a five-year
reviewable tenure arrangement: that
is, Presbytery planned to review the
congregation at the end of five
years, alongside the congregations
of Reid Memorial and Priestfield, to
work out the best way of ‘being
church’ in this area of the town.
That five year period was due to
expire in the middle of August and
Presbytery had just started to
consider how best to take the matter
forward when John became ill.
Presbytery immediately decided to
stop
this
process
until
John

recovered and came back to work.
We are very grateful to them for this
consideration and also to the
congregations of Reid Memorial and
Priestfield for being so patient (and
so concerned for John – I regularly
hear from the ministers and Kirk
Sessions there, who are genuinely
interested
in
John’s
and
our
wellbeing).
I do not know when
Presbytery will pick this matter up
again but they will have to do so.
We will keep you informed.
Pauline Weibye
Session Clerk

Photo Information
The front cover picture is a detail from the north window at Craigmillar
Park Church, installed in the 1930s.
Picture on page 4 FreeImages.com/Martin Boose
Picture on page 5 FreeImages.com/chris lim
Picture on page 7 FreeImages.com/Nadia O

Crossword Answers
Clues Across: (7) Boulogne, (8) Eton, (9) Shetland, (10) Hyde,
(11) Hadrian, (13) Omagh, (15) A Dane, (17) Eastney, (20) Snap,
(21) Flanders, (23) Mere (24) Oligarth
Clues Down: (1) Cobh, (2) Ulster, (3) Iguanas, (4) Leeds, (5) Hexham,
(16) Dordogne, (12) Ardennes, (14) Bavaria, (16) Naples, (18) Todlaw,
(19) Afton, (22) Race
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Dates For Your Diary
September
Sun 6 at 10.30am – Holy Communion
Sun 6 at 3.15pm – Holy Communion at St Margaret’s Care Home
Thu 10 at 7.30pm – Kirk Session
Sat 12, 2-4pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
Sun 13 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sat 19, 2-4pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
Sun 20 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sat 26, 2-4pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
Sun 27 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Tue 29 at 2.15pm – The Guild resumes (Theme: Be Bold, Be Strong)

October
Thu 1 at 3.15pm – Christian Worship at St Margaret’s Care Home
Thu 1 at 7 for 7.30pm – NCT Committee Meeting Methodist Church,
Nicolson Square
Fri 2 at 10.15am – Stewart House Men’s Club resumes Church Hall
Sat 3, 2-4pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
Sun 4 at 10.30am – Morning Worship with Holy Communion after in
the chapel
Wed 7 at 7.30pm – Newington Churches Praying Together St Columba’s
Hall, Upper Gray St
Wed 7–Sat 10 at 7.30pm – Tales of Hoffman by Opera Camerata
Churchill Theatre
Sat 10 at 2pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
Sun 11 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sat 17 at 2pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
Sun 18 at 10.30am – Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Sat 24 at 2pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
Sun 25 at 10.30am – Morning Worship
Sat 31, 10am-12 noon - Fresh Start Coffee Morning in Church Hall
Sat 31 at 2pm – Parents and Toddlers Group in Church Hall
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Stewart House Men’s Club
The Stewart House Men’s Club meets on Fridays at 10.15am in the
Church Hall for coffee and a talk.
They have a wide and varied
programme of speakers as can be seen from their October programme
below. Coffee and biscuits cost £1.50. New members welcome.
October
2nd—Opening Meeting
9th—Cramond Island, John Dods
16th—More Beijing to the Gobi Desert Overland, Fred Daniels
23rd—Locks and Keys, Richard Phillips
30th—On Top of A Bus—Part 2, Murray Chalmers

Congregational Register
Death: Mr Walter Darling (our retired Church Officer) died 23 July 2015
Disjunction: Mrs Mary Walker is transferring to Cramond Kirk, Edinburgh

Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Sep 2015
6th

Julie Reid

David Topping

Ian Breadon

13th

John Humphrey

Danny McQueen

Norman Weibye

20th

David Cargill

Norman Weibye

Julia Yarker

27th

Christopher McLeod

Christopher McLeod

Roger Paton

4th

Miriam Weibye

John Kelly

Norman Weibye

11th

John Kelly

David Topping

Julia Yarker

18th

Gordon Braidwood

Danny McQueen

Roger Paton

25th

Pauline Weibye

Norman Weibye

Ian Breadon

Oct 2015
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Duties
6th September is Communion
13 & 20 September – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475)
Miriam Weibye, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Seonaid Wilson, Julia
Yarker, Colin Aitken
27 Sep & 4 Oct – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408)
Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, David Cargill, Kathleen Cockerell, Betty Laing,
Harry Laing
11 & 18 October – Convener: Roger Paton (664 2877)
John Kelly, Sandra Lamb, Flora Paton, Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church
Locum Minister

Rev Ian Scott

01875 612907
igscott50@btinternet.com

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer & Depute
Session Clerk

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Roger Paton

0131 664 2877
rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

Edward Cuthbert

organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillarpark.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

The deadline for items for the next edition of Prism is
Sunday 20 September. Please send items to Ruth by email—
prism@craigmillarpark.org or speak to her on 07754 952 297

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061
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Life points
Weddings A church wedding is an opportunity to involve God in your lives as you
make your promises to each other and ask God’s blessing on your marriage. If you
would like this, please contact John, for a wedding pack and to arrange a time to
meet. (667 1623; minister@craigmillarpark.org)

Funerals A funeral director will arrange this with us, if you or the deceased person is
from our parish or have links with us. Age Scotland’s fact sheet, Arranging a funeral,
is at www.agescotland.org.uk or via 0800 4 70 80 90.

Spiritual care Life can be tough. If you have a life issue you want to bring to God, or
you want to know God more in your life, we offer prayer and help from the Bible. We
believe that, because of Jesus, you can pray to God yourself (please look at
www.trypraying.org.uk) but it can help to have someone help you with this. Please
let John know (667 1623 or minister@craigmillarpark.org).

Prayer for wholeness, peace and well-being This is a Christian service in which
trained volunteers will pray quietly with you if you are sick, anxious or troubled. We
can’t promise you a particular answer to prayer, but we do trust in God’s love,
wisdom and power. John (667 1623; minister@craigmillarpark.org)

How to find us
The church is north of Cameron Toll Centre on Craigmillar Park
between East Savile Road and Mentone Gardens.
Buses that stop outside the church: 3, 7, 8, 29, 31, 37, 47, 49

How to contact us
You can reach our minister, the Reverend John Urquhart at
minister@craigmillarpark.org or on 0131 667 1623.
A list of other contacts is usually included with this leaflet.

Hall lets
You can hire parts of our premises for suitable activities.
Please contact Norman Weibye.
lettings@craigmillarpark.org or 07799 71 61 51

A large-print version of this leaflet
is available on request from 0131 667 1623.
www.craigmillarpark.org • a registered Scottish Charity (No. SC 017061)
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Accessibility Our church has access for wheelchair users from the side
door, an accessible toilet, a loop system for people with hearing aids and
large-print service sheets and hymn books.

If you have young children, they are welcome at church.

If you
need to retreat at any point, there is a glazed, soundproof chapel at the
back where you can see and hear what is going on. Toilets and baby
changing facilities are in our halls.

Exploring Christian Faith
Alpha is a seven-week course on Christianity for beginners or
for people who want to learn again about Christian faith. We run
Alpha once or twice a year, on a weekday evening or afternoon.
Each evening has a meal, video and discussion. (Tea and cakes
on afternoons) Talk to John (667 1623 or
minister@craigmillarpark.org) or go to www.alpha.org/try
TryPraying The desire to reach out to God is
known to many, many people. The trypraying
booklet and website offer a 7-day prayer guide with
the invitation: Why don’t you try praying for a week
and see what happens in your life?

Check it out at www.trypraying.org or ask us for a booklet.
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