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Letter from the Session Clerk 

Dear friends, 

As some of you will know, I have 

just returned from helping with a 

meeting of the World Communion of 

Reformed Churches, in South Korea.  

The weather was hot and humid and 

the mosquitoes were fierce but the 

people were amazingly welcoming 

and kind – and the food was 

sublime.  I developed a real taste 

for kimchi (fermented cabbage 

that is served with every 

meal) though I admit that 

kimchi pancakes for 

breakfast were a bit of a 

stretch.   

It was a huge privilege 

to be in Korea at this 

particular time and to 

hear from local churches 

about their hopes for 

peace and reconciliation 

in that troubled part of the 

world.  A visit to the 

Demilitarized Zone was 

sobering: did you know that the 

border between North and South 

Korea is, in fact, the most 

militarized place on earth?  We were 

welcomed by army chaplains and 

heard of their work among 

the young soldiers 

carrying out their 

compulsory military 

service in daily fear of 

their lives.  It’s no wonder 

that Korean churches pray 

and work so hard for 

peace.   

After the meeting, the 

WCRC issued a message to 

its churches, including the 

Church of Scotland, calling 

for a continuing 

commitment to peace, 

reconciliation and justice, 

especially on the Korean peninsula.  
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The message also noted other 

conflicts in the world, including 

Indonesia, Palestine, Israel, 

Cameroon, Kenya, Syria, Brazil, 

Venezuela and Colombia and 

concluded: 

We commit to pray and act in 

concrete solidarity for all who 

are affected by war and 

injustice, so that hatred is 

abandoned, and so that 

polarization and violence do not 

grow. We understand that it is a 

long road to justice and that the 

paths of peace are not easy to 

tread, but we call on all our 

member churches to live in 

obedience to a God of life and 

commit to the transformation of 

the world for the fullness of life 

for all. We commit to move 

From Life, For Life: 

Transforming, Reconciling and 

Renewing. 

We are so lucky to live in a peaceful 

country.  Our prayers for all affected 

by war, and especially for those in 

the Korean peninsula, would be 

hugely appreciated.   

With every blessing 

Pauline 

A Prayer for the Korean Peninsula 

 

God of all hopefulness. 

Despite dreams of living together as one family, our brothers 

and sisters in North and South Korea remain separated. 

As they thirst for peace and reconciliation in their beautiful 

land, we pray that wars and rumours of wars will no more 

disturb their harmony; that there will be opportunities for each 

to accompany the other; and for all to write a new history of 

reconciliation and peace. 

Shower them and us all, with your grace and strengthen all, to 

be leaders in service and offer hope, grace and justice to the 

world. 

Amen. 
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Lunch Club 

The Lunch Club meets every 

Tuesday from 12.30pm. Some new 

members have joined us recently 

and are enjoying the food and 

company. 

New members are always welcome 

and also anyone wishing to help with 

the catering would be most 

welcome.   

Flora Paton 

 

 

Please come along to our Summer Fair 

 to raise funds for Fresh Start! 

Saturday 18 August, 10.30am-3.30pm in the church hall 

Browse our lovely selection of art and craft stalls with jewellery, 

cards, glass, pottery, papercraft and lots more - all handmade locally. 

Enjoy tea, coffee and a delicious selection of home baking, and 

perhaps some entertainment. 

We would also be grateful for any donations of household goods for 

Fresh Start which you can bring on the day. 
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Dear friends, 

At the end of March this year I 

resigned as the co-ordinator for 

Craigmillar Park Church on behalf of 

the Blythswood Care Shoebox 

Appeal.  To take this decision has 

been in my mind for quite some 

time and, more urgently, since the 

end of last year’s Appeal, and it had 

to be made in sufficient time for 

Blythswood to make new 

arrangements for 2018.  I had 

already told our own session clerk of 

my intention to step down from the 

role as, strictly speaking, the 

relationship is not with me 

personally but between the 

organisations of Craigmillar Park 

Church and  Blythswood Care. 

I have been managing our church’s 

contribution to the Shoebox Appeal 

for 10 years.  In that time the 

number of shoeboxes sorted has 

increased by around 50%; at the 

same time we have run fewer shifts 

with more helpers and trebled the 

throughput per hour.  To achieve 

this has needed a substantial 

amount of organisation, starting in 

early September and finishing in 

January; sadly, the planning 

workload has become a burden and 

the effort during the sorting is a 

physical strain.  Therefore I think 

that this is the right time to stop and 

I hope that someone will come 

forward to take over from me, either 

from one of the local congregations 

or from among our many volunteers. 

I said after last year’s Appeal: “The 

problems of ageing congregations 

within the Church of Scotland and 

other churches are well known and 

they affect our handling of the 

Shoebox Appeal: many of our own 

CPC members are no longer fit and 

able to help; and there are too few 

younger members to replace them.  

I am in the middle, being both 

retired and active, but I am also 10 

years older than when I started; and 

without the vital input from similar 

others I could not have managed the 

sorting centre.  Even then, only the 

presence of the younger corporate 

crews has let us achieve the 

numbers processed in recent years.” 

I have discussed our options with 

Blythswood and others in recent 

months because, for the same 

reasons already given, we need to 

find new volunteers to take over the 

organising throughout the year and 

especially during the two or three 

weeks when our church and hall are 

given over to the Appeal. 

In signing off let me thank you all 

for the excellent work and support 

which you have given me over the 

years; it’s been fun, but I couldn’t 

have done it without you. 

Norman Weibye 

Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 2018? 
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HOLY is such a blessed word in that it is at one and the same time so clear in 

its meaning, yet not capable of precise, helpful definition.   

Silent prayer gives free rein to God to get to work in our inner being.   

A lady once asked the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, for 

his definition of a man or woman of faith.  His response: Someone who is 

open to the possibilities of grace.   

Words to remember when we share the peace with others: The peace of 

Christ which we share is not an easy peace, not a half-hearted peace, not an 

insignificant peace.   

From my journal 

Closing extracts by David Cargill 

I have recently told various 

members of the congregation that 

we will no longer be able to collect 

milk bottle tops for palliative care 

charities in the Borders, as there 

was no longer an easy way of 

delivering them to St Peter’s in 

Galashiels, where they are sorted. 

The good news now is that Duncan 

McCosh, who has retired as rector of 

St Peter’s and is now living in 

Edinburgh, has confirmed that in 

fact he returns to Galashiels on a 

weekly basis, so can easily take 

down any bottle tops that we have 

collected. 

He has also confirmed that BOTH 

TYPES ‘2’ AND ‘4’ CAN BE USED - I 

do apologise for the recent 

misunderstanding about this. 

So please do bring in any tops that 

you have collected and leave them 

at the back of the church.  

NB I am told that at each monthly 

session 20 or 30 large bags are 

sorted weighing over 200kg and 

there are normally at least five bags 

worth of other plastic lids or tops 

which are the wrong sort of plastic. 

So please do make sure you only 

donate ‘2’s and ‘4’s. 

Many thanks, 

Ann Thanisch  

Milk Bottle Tops – FAKE NEWS! 
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General Assembly 2018 

50 years of the ordination of 

women celebrated 

Around 500 women ministers and 

their supporters brought traffic to a 

standstill in Edinburgh during the 

General Assembly as they marked 

the 50th anniversary of a historic 

decision to ordain women to the 

ministry of word and sacrament in 

the Church of Scotland.  Holding a 

bright blue banner and singing the 

hymn, “We are Marching in the Light 

of God”, they processed up the 

Mound to New College.  Very Rev Dr 

Lorna Hood, who was Moderator in 

2013-14 and served Renfrew North 

Church for 37-years before she 

retired, was among those leading 

the procession.  The youngest to 

take part was a six-month-old baby 

and the oldest were some of the first 

women ministers to be ordained. 

They were greeted by Moderator of 

the General Assembly, Right Rev 

Susan Brown, under the statue of 

Kirk founder, John Knox.  From the 

steps leading in to the Assembly 

Hall, Rev Dr Margaret Forrester 

identified herself as commissioner 

number “007 - licensed to preach” 

before speaking of her immense 

pride in the occasion and the long 

difficult journey she and other 

pioneers had taken. 

Afterwards, a special celebration was 

held in the Assembly Hall, with 

barely a seat available. 

News from the Church of Scotland 

Strategic plan for the future of 

the Church 

The General Assembly of the Church 

of Scotland has rejected a proposed 

strategic plan for the next decade, 

opting instead to order the Council 

of Assembly to return in 2019 with a 

“more radical plan.” 

Sally Bonnar, convener of the 

Council of Assembly, had introduced 

the strategic plan, Worshipping God, 

Inspiring Faith, Connecting People, 

saying it was the result of two years 

of work and a widespread grassroots 

consultation that had involved more 

than 2,000 church members across 

Scotland. 

“Words which emerged here from 

people include change, fluidity, 

uncertainty, constant shifts. An 

impression of a constantly and 

rapidly changing landscape. 

"This is not a comfortable position 

for the church where mechanisms 

for change are slow and thoughtful. 

In terms of challenges, none of 

these will come as a surprise to any 

of you.” 

The plan aimed to chart a course for 

the church for the next 10 years and 

to address the most pressing 

challenges including reduced 

numbers in church congregations, 

missing generations of churchgoers, 

a dramatic fall in income, and the 

need to let go of surplus buildings. 

https://www.gapublications.co.uk/storage/publications/cos-strategic-plan-2018-2028pdf.pdf
https://www.gapublications.co.uk/storage/publications/cos-strategic-plan-2018-2028pdf.pdf
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During a sometimes volatile debate 

Rev Robert Allan brought a counter-

motion calling for “a radical action 

plan for 2019-2022 to achieve much

-needed reform within our church.” 

Mr Allan criticised the Council’s 

strategic plan saying: “To agree to 

this plan would be to put another 

nail in the coffin of the institutional 

church… 

“What we need is urgent, radical 

action. We have had 60 years of 

decline and it will be worse in 10 

years.” 

The Convener, in response, said she 

had much sympathy with what had 

been said and agreed that the 

Church needs radical change. 

However, she believed rapid change 

is hard to achieve because of the 

complexity of Church views and 

structures.  She also warned that 

proposals for radical change would 

require courage and commitment on 

the part of next year’s General 

Assembly commissioners and 

congregations throughout the 

Church. 

Commissioners voted 439 to 130 in 

favour of Mr Allan’s amendment, 

meaning the Council of Assembly 

will now work to propose more 

radical reforms to be achieved in a 

shorter time. 

Commissioners also considered the 

future of the national offices at 121 

George Street, voicing concerns 

about the cost of the consultation, 

the delay in making a decision, and 

the expense of an Edinburgh based 

headquarters. However they agreed 

to instruct the Council of Assembly 

to continue its work and return with 

a recommendation in 2019. 

Friends of London Road Church  

Strawberry Tea  

28 July, Craigmillar Park Church Hall, 2-4pm 

There will be home baking, bric-a-brac and a raffle. 

Entry is £1.50 which includes a strawberry tart or cake  

with tea or coffee. 

Donations for the stalls welcome. 
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Breaking Bread 

We don’t live by bread alone but 

food is a very important part of our 

lives. It’s more important 

than the 10 per cent of the 

average household income 

we spend on it.  Over the 

weekend of 16-17 June, 

the annual Power of Food 

Festival is to be held at 

23 community gardens 

across Edinburgh, 

including Bridgend 

Farmhouse on the Old 

Dalkeith Road.  

In addition to all the eating 

(of healthy produce!) there 

will be a lot of talking – 

talking around tables, 

around stoves and fires, talking 

while listening to live music, talking 

while the children play. And there’s 

plenty to talk about. Right now, food 

is a huge part of our national life, 

from TV cooking programmes, to 

Brexit and farming subsidies, to 

supermarket mergers - not to 

mention diet, the obesity challenge, 

food poverty and the environment.    

The religions of the world have a lot 

to say about food.  Our own 

Christian tradition has a storyline 

which stretches from apples in the 

Garden of Eden, to manna from 

heaven, to the feeding of the five 

thousand, to the Last Supper.   And 

all religions celebrate the social 

important of eating - families, 

strangers, breaking bread together.  

It’s what makes us civilised.  

But there is a lot wrong with our 

food today.  We eat too much junk 

food. Two thirds of adults in 

Scotland are over-weight, a third of 

children.  Farmers are forced to 

use too much pesticide.  The 

supermarkets have too 

much monopoly power, 

and it will be made worse 

if Sainsbury’s and Asda 

are allowed to merge.  

And if we leave the 

European Union, who 

knows what will happen 

to our agriculture and 

fishing industry and what 

cheap and unregulated food 

we will import all the way 

from Australia and the USA. 

Already our food is under-

priced and undervalued.  Back in the 

1950s we spent a third of our 

household income on food, not just 

10 per cent.  I know there are some 

households today who are desperate 

for cheaper food – the Trussell Trust 

will tell you they handed out 

170,625 food parcels in Scotland 

last year. But that is the scandal of 

low wages and poverty, not the fault 

of our food system.   

The good news is that momentum is 

growing for reform. The Scottish 

Government is due to consult later 

this year on a Bill to make us a 

“Good Food Nation.”  Let’s hope it 

will move us towards a healthier 

approach to what we eat, how much 

it should cost, how it should be 

produced, packaged and consumed. 

Food for thought indeed.    

John Knox 

The Power of Food 

festival, 16-17 June 
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 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Jun 2018    

3rd Ruth Longmuir John Humphrey Ian Breadon  

10th Colin Aitken Norman Weibye  Gordon Braidwood 

17th Christopher McLeod John Kelly Ian Breadon  

24th Julie Read John Humphrey Norman Weibye  

Jul 2018    

1st Miriam Weibye Norman Weibye Gordon Braidwood 

8th David Cargill John Kelly Ian Breadon  

15th John Kelly John Humphrey Norman Weibye  

22nd Pauline Weibye Norman Weibye Julia Yarker 

29th John Humphrey John Kelly Gordon Braidwood 

Aug 2018    

5th Colin Aitken John Humphrey Norman Weibye  

12th Norman Weibye John Kelly Gordon Braidwood 

19th Ruth Longmuir Norman Weibye Julia Yarker 

26th Elizabeth McLeod John Humphrey Gordon Braidwood 

Sep 2018    

2nd Julie Read John Kelly Norman Weibye  

9th Christopher McLeod Norman Weibye Ian Breadon  

3 June is Communion 

10 Jun – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 

Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, 

Renate Breadon 

17 & 24 June – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 
Kathleen Cockerell, Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey, John Kelly, Ruth 
Longmuir, Flora Paton 

1 & 8 July – Convener: Jim McNab (667 3408) 
Julie Read, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, 
Norman Weibye 

15 & 22 July – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336) 
Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, 
Kathleen Cockerell 

Duties 
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June  
Sun 3 Jun, 10.30am – Holy Communion  
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm – Kirk Session in the Session Room 
Sat 9 Jun, 3pm – St Margaret’s Singers concert  
   Canongate Kirk 
Sun 10 Jun, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Tue 12 Jun, 7pm – Induction of Rev Donald Scott to Priestfield Church 
Thu 14 Jun, 7.30pm – Congregational Board 
Sat 16 & Sun 17 Jun – Power of Food festival (see p. 8) 
Sun 17 Jun, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm – Home Away From Home Christian film premiere,  
   Scottish Storytelling Centre, 43-45 High Street  
Sun 24 Jun, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Fri 29 Jun, 7.30pm – Dunedin Wind Band Summer Concert (see p. 9) 

July 
Sun 1 Jul, 10.30am – Morning Worship followed by Communion in the  
   chapel 
Sun 8 Jul, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Sun 15 Jul, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Sun 22 Jul, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Sat 28 July, 2-4pm – Friends of London Road Church Strawberry Tea  
   in the church hall (see p. 7) 
Sun 29 Jul, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

August 
Sun 5 Aug, 10.30am – Morning Worship  followed by Communion in the  
   chapel 
Sun 12 Aug, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Sat 18 Aug, 10.30am-3.30pm – Summer Fair in aid of Fresh Start in  
   the church hall (see p. 3) 
Sun 19 Aug, 10.30am – Morning Worship  
Sun 26 Aug, 10.30am – Morning Worship  

September 
Sun 2 Sep, 10.30am – Holy Communion 

Dates for Your Diary 

29 July & 5 August – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520) 
Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey, John Kelly, Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton, 
Julie Read 

12 & 19 August – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 
Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Miriam Weibye, Norman 
Weibye, Pauline Weibye 

26 August & 9 September – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 
Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, 
Brenda Humphrey 

2 September is Communion 
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Locum Minister Rev Betty Smith 
0131 441 5858 

smithrevb44@gmail.com  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer &  

Depute Session 

Clerk 

Christopher McLeod 
0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational 

Board 

John Kelly 
0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website 
www.craigmillar 

park.org 
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 19 August.   

Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297. 

 


