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Letter from the Interim Moderator
Dr Hazel Hastie
The writer, Henri Nouwen, tells a
story about a circus trapeze group in
Germany
called
The
Flying
Rodleighs. He admired them for the
way in which they could swing
through the air. It was a breathtaking and beautiful thing to behold
– the flyer risked his life taking
massive leaps at a tremendous

height. When Nouwen got to know
them, he asked, “What is it like
being a trapeze artist in the circus?”
The leader, who was the flyer, said,
“I’ll tell you a secret; I must have
complete trust in my catcher. The
public think that I’m the star – but
the
real
star
is
my
catcher.” Nouwen asked him how
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that worked. “The secret is that the
flyer completely trusts the catcher.
The worst thing the flyer can do is to
try to catch the catcher. The flyer
must trust with outstretched arms
that the catcher will be there for
him.”

renewed.
Trust
in
God
with
outstretched arms. Easter is a
promise for life beyond death; the
arms of Jesus are outstretched for
each one of us.
Easter happens all around us
In so many unexpected gestures of
caring, of love, of hope. Clear signs
that love is stronger than death. So,
what do we have to offer when
others question us about faith?
Some
people
would
not
be
impressed if we were to enter into a
deep theological argument. We need
not worry if that is beyond us, but a
simple telling of the story with which
we are so familiar – now that is a
different matter. Let the story burn
in our hearts and do not be afraid to
share it.

The Cross is the symbol of hope
Nouwen writes: “The words of Jesus
flashed through my mind as he said
that. ‘Father, into your hands I
commend my spirit.’ It is about
trusting the catcher. Do not be
afraid. Remember that you are the
beloved child of God. He will be
there when you make the long
jump. Don’t try to grab him; he will
grab you. Just stretch out your arms
and trust, trust, trust.”
Easter is the gift of the Catcher
Easter is a reality for the present;
our lives will be invigorated and

Wishing you all a Happy Easter.
Hazel

Easter services
We will, as usual, be hosting the
Newington Churches Together early
morning
Holy
Week
services
(7.45am every day from Monday 15
–Friday 19 April) followed by a
convivial breakfast in the hall.
These short contemplative services
are a perfect way to focus our
thoughts and prayers during Holy
Week, and the breakfast afterwards
is a good way to meet people from
the various NCT churches. Helen
will be leading our Good Friday
service at 7.30pm on Friday 19 April
and our Easter Sunday service at

10.30am. Everyone is welcome at
any of our services.
Pauline Weibye
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Minister elect
It is with great pleasure that we can
report that the congregations of
Craigmillar Park linked with Reid
Memorial elected the Rev Alex
McAspurren to be their new minister,
following his preaching as Sole
Nominee on Sunday 17 March.
Presbytery sustained the Call at their
meeting on 2 April and the date of
induction has been set for Tuesday
11 June. The service will be held in
Craigmillar Park Church at 7pm that
evening;
further
details
will
follow. It is likely that Alex will start
his ministry with us with a joint
service in Reid Memorial Church on
Sunday 16 June.

we’ll have a strong and energetic
ministry team and a real opportunity
to develop an imaginative mission
programme for God’s work across
this part of Edinburgh.

Mr McAspurren was ordained in 2002
and has served in parishes in
Edinburgh, Stevenston and Corby;
he is currently the minister at Leith
North.
He has a qualification in
substance misuse management and
a
long-standing
interest
in
homelessness and addiction issues.
He has been involved with Street
Pastors and with local foodbanks, is
a member of the Church of
Scotland’s Society, Religion and
Technology Project, is a recognised
mentor for people exploring their
call to ministry and is an occasional
radio and television broadcaster on
faith issues.

In the meantime, we need to work
on the practical arrangements for a
new ministry. We plan a full spring
clean and tidy-up of our buildings
and, of course, we have some
decoration to do in the manse to
make it into a real home for Alex
and Louise, his wife. The manse
garden could do with a makeover as
well. Look out for notices about this
work and, if you can, come along to
help.
There is much to be done and we
face the future with faith and
gratitude that God has shown us a
way forward. At the same time, we
realise
that
Alex’s
present
congregation will now face the
challenge of vacancy and we
remember them in our prayers.

At the same time we are just about
to interview for the new post of
Mission Development Worker across
the three parishes of Craigmillar
Park, Reid Memorial and Priestfield.
Together with the new minister at
Priestfield, the Rev Donald Scott,

Pauline Weibye
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A Brexit prayer
‘Do not be afraid, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’
Genesis 15:1
Gathering God,
who spoke words of comfort to Abram,
pointing to a bright future that seemed so unlikely,
as we wander this wilderness of Brexit uncertainty,
bewildered and confused, frustrated and angry,
help us all hear Your words beyond the chaos and din:
‘Do not be afraid, I am your shield.’
Christ with us, Christ within us
Christ behind us, Christ before us.
Sheltering Son,
In these days of trouble, cover with your protection
those made most vulnerable by the fall-out of indecision,
gather under your wings all feeling overlooked and marginalised
holding their breath for fear;
a fragile peace might fracture,
where to call home?
How will we make ends meet?
Help us all hear your words beyond the chaos and din:
‘Do not be afraid, I am your shield.’
Christ comfort and restore us.
Christ beneath us, Christ above us,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger.
Strengthening Spirit,
waiting on You, let our hearts take courage,
mindful of our citizenship in heaven,
working for Your will to be done on earth.
May all those in political leadership
be willing to seek and serve the good of all creation.
Help us all hear your words beyond the chaos and din:
‘Do not be afraid, I am your shield.’
Christ in hearts of all that love us,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
In the name of Almighty God;
Creator, Son and Spirit we pray, Amen.

(Prayer by Wendy Lloyd, vice convener of the Church of Scotland's Church
and Society Council.)
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Craigmillar Park & Reid Memorial Linkage

Walk in aid of All Tied Up HIV Programme
on Sunday 14 April
Come along and get to know each other while
walking the Innocent Railway (one way)

Meet at the 42 bus stop at the junction of West Savile Road
and Mayfield Road at 2.05pm for the 2.17pm bus. Then walk
from Duddingston back to Craigmillar Park for tea.

Walkers are encouraged to donate to
the World Mission HIV Programme.

Please confirm interest or get more details from
Isabel Smith, Craigmillar Park (667 6336)
or Joyce Rosie, Reid Memorial (667 2527)
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News from Reid Memorial Church
Reid Thursday Club
4 April; please note the change to the printed syllabus; Roy Johnstone will
give a talk about 'The Women Pilots of World War 11 - Spitfire Women' in the
Small Hall at 2.30pm.
18 April at 2pm; AGM in the Large Hall followed by entertainment from a
group called Peerie.
So why not come and join us on these dates to enjoy good talks, music, chat
and always fine biscuits and tea.
Coffee morning on 23 March
A lovely sunny but cold Saturday morning saw the first coffee morning of the
year at Reid Memorial Church. It was a pleasant affair with people browsing
the stalls, trying their luck at picking a nail that would win them a prize or
just having a chat with friends over a coffee. The range of home-baking for
sale was tempting and contained very few calories! The enjoyment was
enhanced by the background music being played on the piano by Martyn, our
talented organist. This is traditionally the quietest of the coffee mornings.
Nevertheless, about £800 was raised for church funds.
One of the main topics of conversation seemed to be the sermon and voting
on the Sole Nominee from the previous Sunday with many assumptions being
made. We were delighted with the announcement at church on Sunday that
the assumptions were correct and that Rev Alex McAspurren had accepted the
call to be the new minister of the linked charge.
Hopscotch Children’s Charity
Presentation
Roberta, one of the founders of this charity,
accepted a cheque for £500 and gave a
short presentation during the service on 24
March.
Hopscotch
Children’s
Charity
provides respite breaks for children in
Scotland. Their mission is to give a break to
children from challenging and stressful
home
environments
and
provide
a
welcoming and nurturing setting for them
to create and develop good childhood
memories. To date over 5,000 children
have
benefitted
from
the
annual
programme at Ardvullin, their holiday
centre in the Scottish Highlands.
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Services for April, to which all are welcome
Sunday 7 April 10.30am: Morning Worship
Sunday 14 April 10.30am: Morning Worship for Palm Sunday
Thursday 18 April 7pm: Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion
Friday 19 April 7pm: Good Friday
Sunday 21 April 10.30am: Easter Sunday Family Worship and Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday 28 April 10.30am: Morning Worship

Change in service time
As has previously been intimated,
the time of the Sunday morning
services at both Craigmillar Park and
Reid Memorial will change so that
our new minister can preside over
both services on a Sunday morning.
The Kirk Sessions have come to the
agreement that the service in
Craigmillar Park will be at 9.45am
and the service in Reid Memorial at
11.15am. We are keen to establish
this new routine before our new
minister starts and so the first

for
Time e
g
chan
Sunday with the new service times
will be Sunday 28 April. We hope
that this will not inconvenience
anyone too much but please speak
to one of the elders if this is going to
be a problem for you.

Rev Betty Smith
As you may know, the Rev Betty
Smith, our former locum minister,
decided for family reasons to step
down from this role and within a
matter of a very few weeks, she
moved to Arran to be near one of
her sons and his family.
It all
happened so quickly that there was
no time to thank her properly for her
devoted service to this congregation
but I'm happy to tell you that she
has accepted our invitation to join us
at the Guild Daffodil Tea on Sunday

28 April at 3pm. It will be good to
see her again and to have this
chance to express our gratitude for
all she did for so many individual
members and for the congregation
as a whole. Please, do come along
to that event and help us show Betty
how much she meant to us. If you'd
like to contribute to a collection for a
gift for Betty, speak to Christopher
McLeod, the Treasurer, who will be
delighted to receive donations.
Pauline Weibye

7

News from the Church of Scotland
New
Zealand
attacks
–
Christians and Muslims stand
"shoulder to shoulder" in
condemnation

particularly the Muslim community in
New Zealand, around the world and
in Scotland. Through expressions of
reassurance and resolute support,
we stand shoulder to shoulder.

Christian and Muslim faith leaders in
Scotland issued a joint statement to
condemn the “deeply shocking”
terrorist attacks in New Zealand.
Fifty people were killed and 31
people injured in an attack on two
mosques in Christchurch.

The statement was issued by Imam
Sayed Ali Abbas Razawi, DirectorGeneral of the Scottish Ahlul Bayt
Society; Rt Rev Susan Brown,
Moderator of the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland; Most
Revd Mark Strange, Primus of the
Scottish
Episcopal
Church
and
Bishop of Moray, Ross & Caithness;
Rev Dr David A Pickering, Moderator
of the Synod of Scotland, United
Reformed Church; Rev Dr George J
Whyte, Principal Clerk of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland;
Very Rev Professor Iain Torrance,
Former Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

The statement reads: “The tragic
events in two mosques in New
Zealand are deeply shocking and
have caused us all great pain. As
people of faith, we lock arms in
solidarity with all those affected by
this heinous crime.
“We share in remembrance and
prayer for the deceased, the injured,
their families and all those who have
suffered hurt.
We remember

CrossReach

She said: "While the years have
passed and improvements have
been made across Scotland, what
has remained a constant throughout
has been CrossReach's dedication to
helping those who are vulnerable by
continuing to provide vital services
and social care in Scotland that
touches communities right across
our land.

Scottish Government minister Aileen
Campbell
has
congratulated
CrossReach for its "dedication" and
for 150 years of "vital" services to
social care.
CrossReach is the
operating arm of the Social Care
Council of the Church of Scotland.
Speaking at an event at the Scottish
Parliament, Ms Campbell, who is the
Cabinet Secretary for Communities
and Local Government, highlighted
the important role that the Kirk has
played in social care since the
Victorian era.

"As we continue to grapple with
tackling issues such as poverty,
social injustice, and inequality the
contribution of the Church and
CrossReach will remain vital in the
work that we do.
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"So congratulations for 150 years of
service and commitment to others."

Europe with a focus on issues of
social justice.

The speech was given at an event
hosted by Dr Alasdair Allan MSP as
part of the annual meeting of
Eurodiaconia, which this year is
being
held
in
Edinburgh.
Eurodiaconia is made up of 49
churches and faith-based social
service
providers
from
across

This year's conference was hosted
by the Church of Scotland, with the
theme of 'Telling Truths – Changing
Lives'.
Participants
had
the
opportunity to visit a range of Kirkfunded projects in Glasgow that
promote social inclusion, many of
which are run by CrossReach.

Lunch Club
The Craigmillar Park Church Lunch Club continues to be very popular with all
who attend. New members would be most welcome.
We are looking for new helpers and someone who could help with
driving
members who are less able.
Please contact Flora Paton for
information.
Flora Paton

GRUP TERNARI
Sunday 28 April at 7pm
Craigmillar Park Church
Grup Ternari are an organist and 2 dulzaina
players specialising in European religious and
baroque music. Their unusual combination of
instruments blends the sound of the dulzaina, a
popular folk instrument from Valencia, with that
of the more solemn and sacred church organ.
The concert, which includes refreshments
afterwards, is free, but donations will be requested for Edinburgh Direct
Aid to support Syrian refugees in Lebanon. You can reserve tickets with
Rosanna (07867 596 071), book on Eventbrite, or just come along.
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Dates for your diary
April
Sun 7 Apr, 10.30am – Morning worship
Thu 11 Apr, 7.30pm – Congregational Board
Sun 14 Apr, 10.30am – Morning worship for Palm Sunday
Sun 14 Apr, 2.05pm – Joint walk with Reid Memorial (see p. 5)
Mon 15-Fri 19 Apr, 7.45am – Holy Week Services with breakfast
afterwards
Fri 19 Apr, 7.30pm – Good Friday service
Sun 21 Apr, 10.30am – Morning worship for Easter Sunday
Wed 24 Apr, 7pm – Kirk Session
Sun 28 Apr, 9.45am – Morning worship *note change in service time*
Sun 28 Apr, 3pm – Guild Daffodil Tea with Rev Betty Smith

May
Sun 5 May, 9.45am – Morning worship
Sun 12 May, 9.45am – Morning worship
Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Apr 2019
7th

Elizabeth McLeod

John Kelly

Norman Weibye

14th

Pauline Weibye

John Humphreys

Martin Given

21st

David Cargill

Christopher McLeod

Gordon Braidwood

28th

John Humphrey

John Kelly

Norman Weibye

5th

Christopher McLeod

Norman Weibye

Julia Yarker

12th

Ruth Longmuir

John Humphreys

Ian Breadon

May 2019

Duties
7 April – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475)
Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell,
Brenda Humphrey
14 & 28 April – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
John Humphrey, John Kelly, Alison Leslie, Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton,
Katy Ruggeri
21 April is Easter Communion
5 & 12 May – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye,
Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken
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Who’s who at Craigmillar Park Church
Interim Moderator Dr Hazel Hastie

07827 314 374
hhastie@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum Minister

Helen Tew

0131 478 1268
helentew9@gmail.com

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer &
Depute Session

Christopher McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Julia Yarker

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillar
park.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 21 April.
Please send items to Ruth — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.
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