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If painting is about colour and 

shape, then music is about rhythm 

and melody. Similarly, Christian 

discipleship is also about combining 

two fundamentals – disciples who 

share the suffering of Jesus receive 

the gift of his risen life – or as St 

Paul puts it we are as unknown, yet 

we are known by all; as though we 

were dead, but as you will see, we 

live on (2 Cor 6:9). This sets up a 

rhythm in the Christian life.  

During Easter 2005, many people 

enjoyed celebrating the 250th 

anniversary of the death of George 

Frederick Handel, a festival when we 

often hear again the wonderful aria 

from Messiah – I know that my 

redeemer liveth. Handel composed it 

with a simple rhythm and an 
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unforgettable melody. He wrote it as 

a minuet, an old French country 

dance. The tune with its soaring, 

confident phrases of joy and hope is 

sustained by the dance rhythm in 

triple metre. During Handel’s 

lifetime, the minuet was adopted as 

the official court-dance at the palace 

of the Sun-King, Louis XIV, and it 

quickly spread throughout Europe. 

The worlds of secular and sacred 

were woven together in support of 

each other. Indeed, Handel and his 

contemporaries would have made no 

distinction between the two anyway. 

Coincidentally, the traceable 

development of The Blues also 

originated in the same combination 

of secular and sacred. The Blues 

grew out of work songs and 

spirituals.  

At this time of the year, in the lovely 

month of May, there is still much 

seed to be sown. Easter and 

Pentecost between them have some 

of the best days of the year. A local 

gardener told me, as well as beans, 

there are usually salad crops and 

annual herbs to be put in – chervil, 

dill, parsley, coriander – all good 

companion plants in the garden and 

well worth their place.  Obviously 

sowing seed brings us into the 

rhythm of the natural world. But 

sometimes we forget it puts us 

equally securely in touch with the 

spiritual world. Jesus wants every 

disciple to grasp this message – how 

secular and sacred go hand in hand 

– how the rhythms of the natural 

world support and create the 

rhythms of the spiritual life. 

From the New Testament accounts 

of the days after Easter, we know 

Jesus took trouble to show his 

friends how his risen body is made 

up of the same flesh and blood 

which had previously hung on the 

cross. This was partly how they 

recognised him and were sure that 

he is indeed risen and ascended. Of 

course, his physical body had to be 

changed in order that it could be 

taken into the presence of God’s 

glory. What is sown in the earth as a 

perishable thing is raised 

imperishable. Sown in humiliation, it 

is raised in glory; sown in weakness, 

it is raised in power (1 Cor 15:42). 

That is the rhythm and hope at the 

centre of Christian faith. 

So, there is almost too much to 

enjoy in this month’s festivals – 

enjoy the music, the colour and the 

imagery; enjoy the springtime and 

the coming of summer; and above 

all enjoy the wonderful gifts of the 

spirit with which we are nourished 

and sustained, drawing us into the 

very life of God. 

Best wishes 

Hazel  
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The choir 

It has been another busy 

year for our Church Choir, 

leading the praise, singing 

an anthem week by week 

and preparing special 

music for the important 

seasons of Christmas and 

Easter. 

I am very grateful to the choir 

members for their dedication and 

commitment, willingly arriving at 

Church at 9.30am Sunday by 

Sunday for practice. With 

the change of our service 

time to 9.45am, I thought 

that this could possibly 

mean the demise of the 

choir; I am delighted to 

tell you, that after a short 

meeting, they 

unanimously agreed to get to 

Church for 8.45am. Now there's 

dedication for you! 

John Cranston 

We had hoped to be able to 

announce the name of the new 

Mission Development Worker in this 

edition of Prism but I’m afraid we 

can’t yet do so.  A job offer has been 

made and accepted but the 

necessary employment checks 

(identity, PVG etc) continue and we 

can’t share the name until they are 

complete.  But we hope to do so 

very soon and to be able to welcome 

that new member of our ministry 

team within the next few weeks.   

The practical arrangements continue 

for the new ministry.  Louise and 

Alex have chosen carpets and 

curtains and a bit of repainting is 

also in hand.  Once all of that is 

completed, we may ask for a bit of 

help in doing a last-minute clean 

and tidy in preparation for their 

move, expected to be in early June.  

We’ve had a welcome offer of help 

with that from our friends at Reid 

Memorial.  Watch out for the date 

being announced in notices in due 

course.  We’ll also be seeking help 

with a spring clean and tidy of the 

church and hall, in advance of the 

induction service.  While we seek a 

date for that, you could help by 

removing or storing elsewhere any 

items which you know to be 

unnecessary; there is a fair amount 

of ‘clutter’ around the place and this 

is a perfect opportunity to tidy up.   

We’ll be asking the various hall 

users to do likewise.   

We’re in regular contact with Alex in 

order to prepare for a smooth 

handover.  If you think you need to 

speak to him, perhaps to arrange for 

a special service, then let me know 

and I’ll put you in touch. 

Pauline Weibye 

Vacancy business 
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Members from Craigmillar Park and Reid Memorial Church got together on 

Sunday 14 April (Palm Sunday) for a walk along the Innocent Railway, then 

back to Craigmillar Park Church for tea and cake.  There was much chat along 

the way and a good chance to get to know one another.  A total of £238 was 

raised for the HIV Programme. 

Easter thanks 

Many thanks to all who 

helped with the 

arrangements for the 

Newington Churches 

Together early morning 

Holy Week services and 

breakfasts.  These 

attracted around 40 people 

(with about 30 staying for 

breakfast most days) and I know 

that our hospitality was greatly 

appreciated.  It was wonderful to 

hear the buzz of conversation from 

people from a range of church 

traditions – we very much 

hope that this is a 

tradition which will 

continue.  We’re also 

grateful to Helen for the 

thought-provoking Good 

Friday meditation and 

for the joyful celebration 

of Easter Sunday.   And 

the music provided by John 

Cranston, the choir and St 

Margaret’s Singers again added so 

much meaning to that Holy Week 

journey; we are so grateful. 

Walk in aid of All Tied Up HIV programme  
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Living God, 

You are the creator of all good things. 

You have made us in your image 

And we strive to fashion our world according to your will. 

That which our hands have made 

We entrust into your care. 

And where it is hallowed, 

We experience your presence made known through Jesus Christ. 

In the loss of that which was entrusted, 

We experience a sorrow beyond words. 

Hope and its promise seem consumed 

And faith emptied of assurance. 

Yet even in the midst of that consumed, 

Hope is renewed again. 

In fashioning once more a place that shall be hallowed by your 

presence, 

We ask that faith will be reborn. 

In remembering our sisters and brothers 

For whom the loss of Notre Dame 

Is the loss of a symbol of faith at the heart of their nation, 

We stand with them and the bonds that unite us in your image  

are renewed.  

Amen. 

Prayer for Notre Dame 

Rev Dr John L McPake, the Church of Scotland's ecumenical officer,  
gives us this prayer for all those affected by the fire. 
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Tackling hate speech 

The Church of Scotland's interfaith 

officer, Mirella Yandoli, has 

conducted a training event for youth 

workers aimed at helping them 

tackle hate speech.  The event 

shared the lessons learned from the 

Outside In project, which brought 

together partners from across 

Europe to explore the challenges 

posed by hate speech and the key 

role that youth workers can play in 

transforming attitudes.  Interfaith 

Scotland launched a training manual 

for youth workers at the event as 

well as an online platform offering 

learning material and resources. 

Mirella worked with more than 100 

youth workers, Church of Scotland 

ministers and elders during 2018, in 

partnership with Interfaith Scotland. 

The interactive training focused on 

recognising, managing and 

transforming hate speech targeted 

at religious beliefs.  The training 

looked at the deep seated 

inequalities that feed hate speech 

and also explored how youth 

workers could look below the surface

-level behaviour in order to help 

young people address the deeper 

issues and unmet needs that caused 

them to reach for harmful language 

and stereotypes. 

Minority groups are particularly 

vulnerable to hate speech as it 

dehumanises them, undermining 

their claim to basic rights and 

protections, Mirella says. 

The Moderator, the Rt Rev Susan 

Brown, who took part in the training, 

said: 

“This was a fascinating and 

ambitious project to get a small 

glimpse of.  It really helped open up 

some of the difficult discussions 

around the way that faith and 

culture influence one another and 

helped put a human face on some of 

the assumptions and stereotypes we 

all have of one another.” 

News from the Church of Scotland 

Former Moderator plays key role 

in South Sudan peace talks 

Witnessing Pope Frances kissing the 

feet of South Sudan leaders to 

encourage them not to return to 

civil war was an “extraordinary" 

moment.  The Very Rev Dr John 

Chalmers, convener of the World 

Mission Council, described it as a 

moving and unprecedented act of 

humility to appeal for peace and 

Interfaith Officer Mirella Yandoli (left) 

at an event at the Scottish Parliament 
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reconciliation in the troubled African 

country. 

The former Moderator of the General 

Assembly attended a two-day 

spiritual retreat at the Vatican in 

Rome in April along with Pope 

Francis, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Most Rev Justin Welby, 

and church leaders from South 

Sudan.  It brought together 

President Salva Kiir, his three vice-

presidents including opposition head 

Riek Machar, all of whom had their 

feet kissed by the Pope who almost 

never shows such deference to 

politicians. 

The youngest nation on earth, South 

Sudan gained independence from 

Sudan in 2011 and the country was 

plunged into a bloody civil war two 

years later.  At least 400,000 lives 

have been lost to date, more than 

four million people are displaced 

from their homes and nearly eight 

million are in need of humanitarian 

assistance. 

Pope Francis appealed to the 

politicians to respect an armistice 

they signed and commit to forming 

a unity government next month. 

Speaking during Holy Week, Dr 

Chalmers said the expectations for 

cooperation towards peace and 

reconciliation were “exceeded 

beyond measure”. 

He added that the presence of 

leaders from the Presbyterian, 

Roman Catholic and Anglican 

churches, who came together in this 

context for the first time, led to 

frank and honest conversations. 

The Church of Scotland has a 

partnership with the Presbyterian 

Church of South Sudan.  Dr 

Chalmers’ determination to help try 

and bring lasting peace to the 

country stems from his visit there in 

2015 when he was Moderator of the 

General Assembly.  Since then, the 

Kirk has worked hard to effect 

lasting change and has held multiple 

peace and reconciliation training 

sessions for South Sudan church 

leaders in Scotland, in Kenya and in 

South Sudan with further plans for 

work in the future. 

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 19 May.   

Please send items to Ruth —  

prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297. 
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While I was on holiday before 

Easter, I came across a curious 

series of tree-sculptures in a forest 

in Glen Feshie, near Aviemore.  They 

were made by the self-taught 

sculptor Frank Bruce.   They are 

challenging pieces of art, all carved 

from old trees.  A veiled man is 

hidden inside another man. Two 

strong men are fighting. A Laird and 

a farmer face each other with the 

sculls of death hovering over them 

both. High totem poles show rich 

men turning a blind eye to the 

stumps of the poor.  But the one 

that impressed me most was a quiet 

contemplative figure standing by a 

pond, “The Thinker.”  

 It’s not at all like Rodin’s famous 

statue of a naked, muscly Dante, his 

chin resting on his fist, 

contemplating the gates of hell.  

This 19th century vision is replaced 

by Frank Bruce’s much more humble 

figure of a woman whose bowed 

head emerges from a tree stump 

and looks down into the pond, 

contemplating the mystery of 

nature.   

It got me 

thinking about 

thinking. In 

the struggle to 

rationalise the 

world, we 

often neglect 

the stronger 

force of 

feeling.  I 

heard a 

woman on the radio the other day 

draw a distinction between “beliefs” 

and “faith”.  Many people struggle 

with beliefs – taking different points 

of view – but most of us have a 

deeper feeling of faith, meaning a 

spiritual dimension to our lives.   

So it didn’t surprise me when a BBC 

survey of 2,000 people published on 

Palm Sunday showed that 31 per 

cent of those who class themselves 

as Christian, don’t believe in the 

Bible version of the Resurrection.  

And even among regular church-

goers, only 57 per cent accept the 

story as literally true.  

So it’s a relief to find that the church 

is indeed a broad church, with room 

for both “fundamentalists” and 

“symbolists” like me, who don’t 

worry about beliefs being literally 

true but accept their deeper 

meaning.  

I think the lady standing by that 

pond in Glen Feshie had finished 

thinking for the day and was 

watching the reflections of the forest 

in the water and gently feeling the 

power of spiritual renewal.   

John Knox 

Is thinking bad for your faith? 
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Daffodil Tea 

On Sunday 28 April 

members of the 

congregation gathered  in 

the church hall for the Guild 

Daffodil Tea.  There was a 

wonderful spread which was 

enjoyed by everyone.  

Thank you to the Guild 

members for a lovely 

afternoon.   

There’s a new member of 

the congregation at 

Craigmillar Park: Baxter is 

Julia’s latest Guide Dog 

puppy that she is training.  

He is adorable! 

It was also an opportunity 

to thank Rev Betty Smith 

for her time with us as 

Locum Minister.  She was 

presented with gifts and 

flowers from the 

congregation and everyone 

expressed their gratitude to 

her for the time she spent 

with us.   
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 Reader Sound Church Officer 

May 2019    

5th Christopher McLeod Norman Weibye Julia Yarker 

12th Ruth Longmuir John Humphreys Ian Breadon 

19th Norman Weibye Christopher McLeod Gordon Braidwood 

26th John Humphreys John Kelly Norman Weibye 

Jun 2019    

2nd Pauline Weibye Norman Weibye Martin Given 

9th John Kelly John Humphreys Julia Yarker 

News from Reid Memorial Church 

Our next Community Coffee morning will take place on 15 June from 10am 

until 12noon and we hope you can make it. This is mainly an event for you to 

catch up with friends and neighbours over a coffee and freshly baked scone. If 

you have any requests about your favourite flavour of scone, please let Linda 

know, and she’ll try her best to include it. 

Reid On….. Magazine 

If you would like to receive the Reid Memorial magazine (Reid On…) 

electronically and in colour, please email the editor, Linda Farrer, 

reidon.editor@gmail.com and you will be added to the mailing list. You can 

also send articles for inclusion to the same address. 

Linkage Group 

I’m sure that all of the Reid Memorial congregation who took part in the 

Innocent Railway walk on Sunday 14 April would join me in thanking 

Craigmillar Park Church for their warm welcome and hospitality, particularly 

the lady who had the kettle on ready for our return and the wonderful home-

baking supplied by one of male members of the congregation. An enjoyable 

afternoon was had getting to know each other and we look forward to other 

such events.  

Granny’s Birthday Party Surprise 
A member of our congregation was having a party to celebrate a BIG 

birthday. Most of the guests were of a similar BIG age with the exception of 

her little grandson who was two years old. He had recently been to a friend’s 

party and had thoroughly enjoyed himself. As he arrived at granny’s party 

and entered the room, he was heard to ask, “Where are the trampolines?” 

Was the ensuing laughter due to the vision of granny enjoying herself on the 

trampoline?!!!!! 
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5 & 12 May – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520) 

Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye,  

Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken 

19 & 26 May – Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 

Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, Brenda Humphrey,  

John Humphrey, John Kelly 

2 June is Communion 

9 & 16 June – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 

Alison Leslie, Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, 

Christine Thomson 

Duties 

May 

Sun 5 May, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Sun 12 May, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Sat 18-Fri 24 May – General Assembly meets 

Sun 19 May, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Sun 19 May – Heart & Soul in Princes Street Gardens 

Sun 26 May, 9.45am – Morning worship 

 

June 

Sun 2 June, 9.45am – Morning worship with Holy Communion 

Wed 5 June, 7pm – Kirk Session 

Sun 9 June, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Tue 11 June, 7pm – Induction service for Rev Alex McAspurren 

Sat 15 June, 10am-12 noon – Community coffee morning at Reid  

   Memorial—see p. 10 

Dates for your diary 
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Who’s who at Craigmillar Park Church 

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

Interim Moderator Dr Hazel Hastie 
07827 314 374 

hhastie@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Locum Minister Helen Tew 
0131 478 1268  
helentew9@gmail.com  

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer &  

Depute Session 

Clerk 

Christopher McLeod 
0131 667 1475  

treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Julia Yarker rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  

Congregational 

Board 

John Kelly 
0131 663 2428   

board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  

organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 

prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
0131 668 3545  

lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website 
www.craigmillar 

park.org 
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

See what great love the Father has lavished 

on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! The reason the 

world does not know us is that it did not 

know him.  

1 John 3:1 


