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Letter from the minister
Rev Alex McAspurren
Dear friends,
Sanctuary
We live in times where ‘relevance’
seems to be one of the major issues
affecting institutions; the church is
no different. We are asked in what
way
we
are
relevant
to
contemporary society. Sometimes,
there is the implication that we have
nothing to say to the world. But
that’s not correct, though sometimes
what we have to say is done without
words.

role is to be the presence of God,
the presence of Christ, to them
whatever the situation or need.

We are a ‘Parish Church’, and I am a
‘Parish’ minister; that is where our
relevance is to be found. Together
we minister to an area, and to all
the people who have cause to be
there. We are to be there for all
even if they never call at our door.
Often it doesn’t matter if they are
resident, or simply passing through
due to work, study, or holiday. Our

Often we see ourselves serving our
Parish through the more obvious
things of life; for us it may be
celebrations of life or marking the
end of one; we could be serving the
hungry or the homeless; we could
be the face of compassion on the
streets of the city in the small hours
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of a winter’s morning. In all these
things we are the caring, sharing,
presence of Christ. In these things
we are clearly relevant.

comes from a Latin root meaning
‘holy’; this word, in turn, has
implications of being ‘different’ or,
sometimes, ‘separated’. Sanctuary
does not mean to run away or hide
but to provide that safe, holy space.
At all times in our history this is
relevant.

There are other occasions that are
less obvious. From time to time
people come to the door of the
church.
They may be lonely or
frightened; they may need space or
just a few minutes of quiet; they
may need to get something off their
chest or just be accepted as they
are. In this we are relevant as we
are offering ‘sanctuary’. Sanctuary

We are called to be ‘a holy people’, a
people of sanctuary. We are called
to offer that safe space where folk
can just be themselves.
Being
yourself is integral to the spirit of
the age; it is relevant; it is church.

Advent Bible study groups
Would you like to
take part in a Bible
study group during
the four weeks of
Advent,
once
a
week in the Session
Room?

The material we will
use is yet to be
decided, so if you
have
any
suggestions
they
would
be
much
appreciated.

If so, could you
please let me know
when would suit you (morning,
afternoon or evening; which days of
the week)?

Ann Thanisch
Tel 0131 477 2430

2

Craft Club
Craft Club restarts on Monday 7
October at 2pm in the Session Room.
Do come along and join us if you
fancy a good chat, tea and cake!!
Bring your knitting, crochet, sewing
or just yourself.

The Guild
Our Guild session starts on Tuesday 8 October at
2.15pm with our minister talking on "Companions On
The Road". On 22 October we have a talk on Faberge
eggs.

Christmas Craft Fair
We will be holding a Christmas
Craft
Fair
on
Saturday
30
November.
Further details will
follow but please save the date in
your diaries. As in previous years,
you will be able to buy beautiful
locally-produced goods from a
range of talented crafters –
jewellery, soaps, lotions, cards
and stationery and other products.
And we’ll have home baking and
bric-a-brac too, as well as soup
lunches and coffee throughout the
day. Please let me know if you’d
like to help (it needn’t be for the
whole day) and please also invite
your friends and neighbours to

come along. Proceeds will go to
charity (to be announced).
Pauline
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Church family
On 8 September Mrs Sheila Brown died in Manor Grange
Nursing Home. Sheila and her husband Malcom had
suffered from poor health for the last few years and
recently moved to Manor Grange in the last few months.

Harvest thanksgiving

The church was beautifully decorated for our celebration of harvest, a time
when we give thanks to God for the good gifts he gives us. Food was donated
and a collection taken for the SE Edinburgh foodbank. In total £226.95 was
raised. The items donated and the money raised will help families who can’t
afford food themselves.
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Arranged by St Columba’s in collaboration with
Mayfield Salisbury and St Peter’s, Lutton Place

‘YOUNG PEOPLE
IN THE CHURCH’
Speakers: Callum Timms
Roisin King
St. Mary’s Parish Bo’ness

Thursday 10 October, 7pm
St Columba’s Middle Hall
Upper Gray Street
Coffee available from 6.30pm
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Life saving equipment for
every Edinburgh parish
Ambitious plans have been approved
to ensure that life saving equipment
is installed in every Church of
Scotland parish in Edinburgh. The
Presbytery of Edinburgh is investing
£83,000 to buy 49 fully-automated
defibrillators for the outside of
buildings, to be available for public
use 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

gives the person the best chance of
survival.
A defibrillator works by
administering
a
high
energy
electrical shock designed to return
the heart back into a normal rhythm
and can massively improve the
chances of recovery.
The Church is working with charity
St John Scotland which currently has
around
130
defibrillators
in
Edinburgh and is working with
communities across Scotland to
increase access to the life-saving
devices. As part of the program,
congregations and local communities
will receive free training from St
John Scotland volunteers in CPR and
how to use the new equipment.
However, the defibrillators are
designed so that in an emergency
they can used by anyone, even if
they have not had formal training.

Project leader, Rev Michael Mair,
said he is "delighted" that the "life
transforming"
project
is
going
ahead.

Each machine will be added to a
central database that provides the
Scottish Ambulance Service with the
nearest location.
Rev Angus Mathieson, moderator of
the Presbytery of Edinburgh said:
"This is a great project for the
Church to be involved in. "It’s about
mission, being at the heart of the
community and showing that the
whole community matters.
The
Presbytery is excited to be working
with different partners to ensure a
wider coverage for public access
defibrillators.
We
have
congregations in the Presbytery
which already have defibrillators
installed and we want to learn from
their experiences. Statistics show

"This is a clear sign and symbol that
the Church continues to fulfil the
example and lead of Jesus as he
offered to give life, and life in all its
fullness,” added the minister of St
David's Broomhouse Church.
Every year in Scotland 3,500 people
go into cardiac arrest. Starting CPR
as soon as possible, and using a
defibrillator where one is available,
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the
difference
that
defibrillators can make.

accessible

Edinburgh, we know how important
these machines, and the public
awareness that comes with them, is
in helping to save lives.

"This allows us to show, in a
practical way, that the Church’s
witness includes and goes beyond
what happens in our buildings and
that we can make a difference in life
or death situations."

“We're delighted to support the
Church of Scotland with this project
to help reach more people across
Edinburgh with life saving equipment
and knowledge."

Volunteer Lynn Cleal, who leads the
St John and the City defibrillator
project on behalf of St John
Scotland, said: "From our work
helping provide defibrillators across

We will be considering how best to
implement the project in Craigmillar
Park – we’ll keep you informed.
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Other worlds
I guess all of us, occasionally, want
to escape from the troubles of planet
Earth. We despair over climate
change, wars, the refugee crisis, the
Brexit fiasco, the collapsing pubic
services. Things are not what they
were, or not what they should
be. It’s tempting to think
we should start again on
a new planet.

structure of the Universe. And the
more they discover the more
convincing it becomes that there is
life on distant
planets.
I
find
it
comforting
that we are
almost certainly
not alone in the
Universe. There
are other people
struggling with the
same issues as we
face. They will have
their
own
political
systems,
cultures
and
religions for helping them deal
with the joys and sorrows of life.
We might hear from them by radio
or television one day, which would
be interesting. But I am glad we will
never meet them. The distances are
too great for any traveller going at
less than the speed of light. Unless
we’re at the cinema!

It
explains
the
great
excitement
over the summer of
the discovery of
the latest SuperEarth, GJ357d,
a
beautiful
planet,
twice
the
size of the
Earth where
there
could
be water and life.
It’s relatively
close, just 31 light years away,
circling round a star in the
constellation Hydra.
It’s one of about 20 planets
discovered in the last decade which
could support life.
Indeed there
may be life already there, whole
civilisations. And that‘s just the
beginning.
Astronomers at NASA
have calculated that there could be
as many as 25 billion such planets in
our galaxy alone.

I applaud astronomers searching the
heavens for scientific knowledge, but
I wouldn’t like to think they are
preparing us for colonising another
planet. Just because we are trashing
this planet doesn’t mean we should
move on to the next one and trash it
too. We have to solve our problems
here on Earth and make life
sustainable where we are.

Not a mile from our church there are
100 astronomers at the Royal
Observatory on Blackford Hill who
are studying such things as planet
and star formation, black holes, the

So when we imagine “other worlds”
I’d rather think of re-making this
one than flying to others.
John Knox
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Dates for your diary
October
Sun 6 Oct, 9.45am – Morning worship
Mon 7 Oct, 2pm – Craft Club resumes in the Session Room (see p. 3)
Tue 8 Oct, 2.15pm – the Guild resumes (talk by the minister) in the
church hall (see p. 3)
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm – ‘Young People in the Church’ St Columba’s, Upper
Gray Street (see p. 5)
Sun 13 Oct, 9.15am – Kirk Session meets in the Chapel
Sun 13 Oct, 9.45am – Morning worship
Sun 20 Oct, 9.45am – Morning worship
Tue 22 Oct, 2.15pm – the Guild meets (talk on Faberge eggs) in the
church hall
Thu 24-Sat 26 Oct, 10am-3pm – Christian Aid sale of pictures and
Scottish books St Andrew’s and St George’s West Church (see p. 7)
Sun 27 Oct, 9.45am – Morning worship

November
Sun 3 Nov, 9.45am – Morning worship
Tue 5 Nov, 7pm – Presbytery meets Palmerston Place Church
Sun 10 Nov, 9.45am – Morning worship

Coming up at the Retired Men’s Club…
11 Oct—Auld Reekie, Strange Stories, Ian Rintoul
18 Oct—Ruins in the Jungle and in the Desert, John Graham
25 Oct—The Balerno Branch, Kenneth Williamson
1 Nov—Iran, Archie Mclellan
Fridays at 10.15am in the church hall. Coffee £2. Visitors welcome.
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Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Oct 2019
6th

Pauline Weibye

John Humphrey

Ian Breadon

13th

John Kelly

Christopher McLeod

Gordon Braidwood

20th

Christopher McLeod

Norman Weibye

Julia Yarker

27th

David Cargill

John Kelly

Martin Given

3rd

Ruth Longmuir

John Humphrey

Norman Weibye

10th

Norman Weibye

Christopher McLeod

Ian Breadon

Nov 2019

Duties
6 & 13 October – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475)
John Humphrey, John Kelly, Alison Leslie, Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton,
Katy Ruggeri
20 & 27 October – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Christine Sloan, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Norman Weibye,
Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker
3 & 10 November – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell,
Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave
you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.
Colossians 3: 12-14
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Who’s who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev Alex
McAspurren

0131 667 1623
amcaspurren@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer &
Christopher
Depute Session
McLeod
Clerk

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Julia Yarker

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational
Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

0131 668 3545
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillar
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org
park.org

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 20 October.
Please send items to Ruth —
prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.

CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061
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