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Letter from the minister
Rev Alex McAspurren
Dear friends,
Happy New Year!
It may seem a little premature but,
for some of us, it is the beginning of
another year even though it’s not
yet the beginning of January. We’re
all probably aware that different
cultures have their own calendars,
so that each has its own new year.
The Church is no different.
For the Christian faith, the year
begins on the fourth Sunday before
Christmas. It’s a time for reflection,
a time of preparation, and a time for
looking forward.

where we have strayed, and to how
we can turn our lives around so as
to more closely follow Jesus.
We prepare for the coming of
Christmas and the hope that is
offered in the story of the birth of
Jesus. This is the focus for most
people in our time and place. For
many it’s the headlong charge
through preparations for gatherings
and parties and meals. Lost in the

We reflect as we look back on our
lives considering how we have been
in our walk with God. The first four
weeks of the church year, known as
Advent, are sometimes also referred
to as a penitential season.
This
means that it is a time to look at

1

midst of this should be the
preparation to recall, once more, the
birth of the one who draws us closer
to God.

time to come matters.
In other
words we are presented with a
reminder that all of history is caught
up in the events of Bethlehem over
2000 years ago, and are as relevant
to us here today.

We look forward to the fulfilment of
promise, not just at Christmas but
beyond to the return of Christ at
some time to come.
Before His
ascension Jesus promised that He
would return. As His followers we
should always be aware that we are
called to prepare ourselves, and the
world, for this event.

This Christmas, will we look beyond
the obvious things of nativity
scenes,
decorations,
and
overindulgence, and consider the
bigger picture of all of human
history captured in a moment,
captured in a birth, and captured in
the vulnerability of God become
human.

One of the beauties of Christmas is
that it reminds us that we do not
live in just one time frame; at
Christmas the history of faith
matters; at Christmas the present
moment matters; at Christmas the

Yours in Christ,

Alex.
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Reid Memorial
The Reid fundraising committee wish to thank the congregation of Craigmillar
Park for their support at our recent Christmas Fair on 16 November. This
support was much appreciated and helped to make it a very successful and
enjoyable day. I know some of you won one of our lovely hampers which was
great.

NCT Carol Singing in Nicolson Square
8 December, 1pm
The annual carol singing at Nicolson
Square Gardens by members of
Newington
Churches
Together led by the
Salvation Army
Band will be on
Sunday
8
December
at
1pm.
The

Salvation Army will provide carol
books. Please come if you can and
bring some sweets for
distribution;
they
are
always
appreciated!

Getting to know you
On Thursday 28 November a
“Getting to know you” event was
held at Reid Memorial Church for
people
from
Craigmillar
Park,
Priestfield
and
Reid
Memorial
Churches.

squares—definitely
a
successful
activity to make us all speak to each
other!
Then we split into tables based on
which month of the year we were
born in and had to find out from
each other why we started going to
church. Alongside a cup of tea and
a plentiful supply of biscuits, it was
a great evening of getting to know
each other and developing new
friendships.

The first activity was “People Bingo”
where we were all given sheets with
a grid and different statements in
them such as “I have climbed Ben
Nevis” or “I have never been to
Paris”.
We then had to find a
different person to sign each of the

Ruth Longmuir
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The choir
Sunday morning at 8.45am
is not the ideal time for a
choir practice; but, with our
service at 9.45am, it is the
only time available and so I
wish to record my grateful
thanks to the small, but
dedicated group who never
fail to turn up, week by week.

preparing it for this most
Blessed
Season
and
especially for the service of
Lessons
and
Carols
on
Sunday 22 December at
6.30pm. I hope as many as
possible will come to this
service, at which we will be
joined by the St Margaret's Singers.
It will an opportunity for you to sing
many of your favourite carols!
John Cranston

Christmas music is inspiring and
glorious to sing, so we are enjoying

NCT musical celebration for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
On Sunday 19 January 2020 there will be a
celebration of the music used for worship by
churches of various denominations in our area,
now and in the past, at the Methodist Church in
Nicolson Square.
Several of the churches in
Newington Churches Together will contribute to a
varied program of music new and old, to sing or
listen to. Exact time to be confirmed, but likely to
be late afternoon.

World Day of Prayer
“Rise,
take
up
your
mat
and
walk,”
is
the
theme chosen by
the women of Zimbabwe who have
written the service for 2020. This
year the service is to be held in our
church at 2.30pm on Friday 6 March.
It is hoped that a good number of

people will support this service; all
will be most welcome.
The associated Bible studies are
be held in 121 George Street
10.30am on Fridays 7 and
February. Everyone is welcome
attend.

to
at
21
to

Isabel Smith
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Where are we going?
As we tumble to the end of this
year, and this decade, the future
looks unusually frightening. We’ve
endured three years of uncertainty
and parliamentary breakdown over
Brexit. People have been taking to
the streets in unusual numbers over
this,
and
over
Scottish
independence.
We are going
through an unusual winter election
and voters are unusually divided.

Shackleton's Trans-Antarctic Expedition.
Photo from the Royal Geographical Society.

what they were having at home.” It
was to take them four months to
reach Elephant Island and another
15 days for Shackleton and five
companions to sail 830 miles across
open sea to South Georgia to reach
help. All 28 men survived.

Nations and continents across the
world are also unusually divided, on
the Middle East, migration, trade
and climate change. This year,
school children in 150 countries
have gone on strike to draw
attention to the obvious dangers serious flooding at home and
abroad, unusually powerful storms
in Japan, Mozambique and the
Bahamas, forest fires in the Amazon,
Australia and California and melting
ice in the Arctic and Antarctic.

When they got back to civilisation in
May 1917, they found a world at
war. Everything had changed and
continued to change as the century
unfolded. As we settle into the 21st
century, things are again changing.
The smart phone gets even smarter,
individualism and nationalism are on
the rise, institutions are less trusted,
physical work is harder to find, the
roles of men and women are
changing. The future looks like a
white-out in the Antarctic.

Earlier this year, an expedition to
the Antarctic set out to find
Shackleton’s ship Endurance which
was crushed by the ice and sank in
the Weddell Sea in 1915. The search
wasn’t successful but the story of
the crew’s survival is one of the
great yarns of the 20th century
which has lessons for us today.

It’s tempting to be overwhelmed by
what the American social scientists
Alvin and Heidi Toffler called “future
shock” and to rely on God to sort
everything out.
But I think we
should, like Shackleton, take a firm
grip of the future and, with God’s
help, rescue ourselves from the
dangers of the 2020s and build a
better world.

On Christmas Day 1915, Shackleton
and his men set out on an epic
journey, pulling their lifeboats across
the ice to reach Elephant Island 460
miles away. Shackleton wrote: “We
wished one another a merry
Christmas…and as we sat down to
our ‘lunch’ of stale, thin bannock and
a mug of thin cocoa, we wondered

John Knox
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Call for wool and fabric
Do you have any spare wool or fabric to donate to a
“destash” sale to raise funds for Edinburgh Direct Aid to
help refugees in Lebanon and Europe this winter?
It was Christmas 2013 when
Edinburgh Direct Aid packed its first
shipping
container
with
donated
clothes
and
other
supplies to take
to
Syrian
refugees in the
mountain town of
Arsal in Lebanon.
Since then it has
sent
21
such
containers.
The
need is as great
as ever as the refugees see no hope
of returning safely to Syria any time
soon.

where refugee women knit and sew
clothes.
Previously,
EDA
included
in
its
containers going
to
Lebanon,
materials such as
wool, fabric and
haberdashery for
making
clothes
and
blankets.
However,
these
are
not
appropriate
for
refugees on the
move in Europe and so we have
come up with a plan to turn these
supplies into the ever-needed funds
to help refugees in Lebanon and
Europe. We have booked a stall at
the Morningside Makers Market
DESTASH SALE at the Columcille
Centre on Newbattle Terrace (next
to the Dominion Cinema) on
Saturday 11 January. EDA would be
very grateful for donations of such
goods, and for customers at the
market on 11 January.

New customs rules imposed recently
in Lebanon mean that it is no longer
cost effective to send donated
supplies there. So EDA is now
aiming to send clothes and blankets
to refugees in Bosnia and Greece,
surviving in conditions that are
atrocious
at
any
time,
but
particularly
bad
in
winter.
Meanwhile, EDA will continue to
support the refugees in Arsal with
camp schools (including a centre for
children
with
special
needs),
vocational training and workshops,

For more details, please contact Ann
Thanisch;
annthanisch@gmail.com
or 0781 494 9468.
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Nativity exhibition
Christmas is full of traditions. One
of the most enduring is that of
depicting the Christmas story in a
nativity scene. Such scenes were
probably first used to tell the story
of Christ’s birth to an uneducated
audience, unable to read the Bible
story for themselves.
The early
depictions were usually large-scale,
very ornate and often extremely
valuable but much later a tradition
arose of creating miniature nativity
scenes that could be displayed in a
small church or even at home.

Highlights
include
a
handembroidered set from Palestine with
three women instead of three Kings
and a tiny French porcelain set,
made for baking into a traditional
Epiphany cake. Many people love
the
brightly
coloured
South
American sets where others prefer
the simple but moving straw figures
from various African countries. All
the nativity sets have one thing in
common though; the centrality of
the Christ child and the reality of his
human
birth
in
humble
surroundings. Come along and see
for yourself.

We have a tradition in this church
too, of mounting an exhibition of
nativity sets over the Christmas
period.
This year, our exhibition
will be open to visitors on Saturday
21 and Sunday 22 December, both
from 2-4pm.
You will see
many
different
interpretations of the
familiar
Christmas
story.

Refreshments will be served.
As
always,
everyone
is
welcome,
whether
you
have
seen
the
exhibition before or not; children are
particularly encouraged to attend.
Entry is free but donations will be
invited in aid of charity.
Pauline Weibye
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Our Lunch Club
We are delighted to hear from a regular attender of the Lunch Club, Ron
Halliday. If, like Ron, you would like a good meal and a chance to make new
friends, please do come along to Lunch Club at 12.30pm on a Tuesday.
I would probably never have joined
a lunch club if it hadn’t been for a
cunning ploy by a member whom I
shall keep anonymous. Before, I had
thought such clubs were for the
elderly and lonely and I was neither
then, although time has now caught
up with me and I can’t disguise it.
What was this ploy? He told Mary
and me that an old friend in the
bowling club wanted to join but was
reluctant to do so as she didn’t know
any others there, and we would
provide two more familiar faces. As
an incentive, he added that he had
already approached our good friends
Ruby and Jim Mackenzie, and they
had agreed to come. He then
waylaid Ruby and Jim and spun the
same yarn, switching names of
course, so the next Tuesday we four
were sitting together at the first
table. I can’t remember if the
intended recipient of our kindness
came, nor, if so, how long she
stayed, but we four continued to
attend. Ruby and Jim are long gone
but Mary and I have kept loyal and
now being ultra-elderly, although
not lonely, find it a highlight in a life
in which highlights are much rarer
than before. We have shared the
table for several years with six good
friends - a mixture of ages and
backgrounds - and have established
warm friendships.

Conversations have ranged from the
best way to make a lemon meringue
pie or how to cook sea bass to the
more mentally demanding topics of
the nature of consciousness, and the
extent of the universe. We decided
that human brains, at least those
present at our table, are not
competent enough to grasp the
latter (on scouring the internet I
found
that
more
distinguished
thinkers have found it equally
difficult, but, being less modest,
refuse to admit it). We are usually
still debating when the other tables
have risen and are on their way
home and the helpers are impatient
for us to do the same but don’t show
it.
Now my legs are begging me to call
it a day, and as I won’t, it becomes
more and more difficult to walk that
deceptively short distance from the
car to the table. But I shall struggle
on because I would miss my good
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friends and our discussions and I
think that they would miss me too.

helpers who prepare and clear away,
and those very kind members who
transport those like me who find it
difficult to get there unaided.

Well,
haven’t
you
forgotten
something? Of course! It is a Lunch
Club and not a debating society. So
I take this opportunity to thank all
the skilful cooks, who constantly
serve up tasty meals, varied, so we
don’t know each time what we are
going to get, but know that it will be
worth coming for. Always three
courses plus tea or coffee, and all
for £4. Thanks also to the other

I hope that any reader who would
welcome a meal amid friendly and
lively company will be encouraged to
join us on Tuesdays at 12.30. You
would be assured of a warm
welcome. You don’t need to be a
member of the church.
Ron Halliday

Not so many members have been able to attend the Lunch Club recently due
to illness. We wish them all a quick recovery. The annual Lunch Club outing
is to Liberton Golf Club for lunch on Tuesday 17 December. We hope all
members and catering staff can attend.
Flora Paton

Preparing for Christian Aid Week 2020
Next year the churches in Newington
Churches Together are going to
provide collection and sorting points
for the Methodist Church book sale
in Nicolson Square in May. The idea
is
that
members
of
each
participating church will donate
books in the preceding few months,
bringing them to their own church.
They will be stored and sorted there
until they are delivered to the
Methodist Church.

Please remember this if you are
clearing out your bookshelves or get
unwanted books for Christmas. See
future editions of Prism for more
details of how we can contribute to
this at Craigmillar Park.
Ann Thanisch
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News from the Church of Scotland
Those exploring a calling to one of
the recognised ministries within the
Church of Scotland will now be
offered a one-to
-one
discernment
conversation, as
the Kirk moves
away from the
Vocations
Conference
approach
and
towards
individual
discussions. As
part of the shift to one-to-one
support, a new ‘ministry’ brand has
been developed to bring together
the full ministerial journey from the
initial vocations exploration through
recruitment, to eventual training and
ongoing ministry service.

“What we were finding, however,
was what people were really looking
for was an opportunity to explore in
person
their
specific
questions and
possible routes
into ministry,”
Lezley Stewart,
the Church of
Scotland’s
Recruitment
and
Support
Secretary, said.
In response to
this, the Church of Scotland’s
Ministries Council conducted a wider
review
of
their
recruitment
processes, seeking to eliminate any
unnecessary barriers and offer a
much more person-centred approach
to those exploring their calling. The
decision was made to move away
from Vocations Conferences and
engage those at the first stage with
an
individual
discernment
conversation.

This move merges the previously
used ‘Vocations – It’s Your Call’ and
‘Tomorrow’s Calling’ brands, offering
a more holistic approach to the
ministry journey and all the stages
ministries
applicants
encounter
along the way.

Lezley added: “Now, in an informal
discernment conversation, which can
be set up in a matter of days or
weeks, the potential applicant meets
with one of the Kirk’s recruitment
team to explore their questions and
pathways, and has the opportunity
to apply to enter discernment from
that point onwards.
Equally, the
conversation might be helpful in
helping someone recognise that is
not the right choice for them at this
time.”

In the past, the Church of Scotland
has held two Vocations Conferences
each year, and these have been a
compulsory first step to exploring
application for one of the four
recognised paths to ministry in the
Church of Scotland: Readership, the
Diaconate, Ordained Local Ministry
and Full Time Ministry of Word and
Sacrament.
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Those
embarking
on
the
discernment process will continue to
be placed with a local mentor and
have a presbytery assessor in place,
with all the other subsequent stages
still remaining as before. You can
get more information on the Church
website,
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/
vocations/first-steps. To set up a

meeting with someone in the Kirk’s
ministry team to explore your sense
of calling, you can email them at
ministry@churchofscotland.org.uk or
telephone 0131 240 2205.
Meetings can either take place in the
Church of Scotland offices in
Edinburgh or via a video-conference
if required.

Newington Churches Together
Lent Studies 2020
Not a Tame Lion
Looking at Christianity through the works of CS Lewis
As Ash Wednesday next year is 26
Shadowlands and The Chronicles of
February, and there is no Prism in
Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the
January, it is not too early
Wardrobe.
to mention the Newington
The ecumenical house
“Some day you
Churches Together Lent
groups, open to anyone
will be old
study groups for 2020.
from
a
church
in

enough to start
reading fairy
tales again…”

This time we plan
at the writings of
Not A Tame Lion,
Brand, and clips

Newington,
will
meet
weekly in the six weeks
from
Monday
24
February. Copies of the
book, Not A Tame Lion,
CS Lewis,
will be available in the
Introduction to The
church from mid January
Lion, the Witch and
and at the service for the
the Wardrobe.
Week
of
Prayer
for
to look
Christian Unity on Sunday
CS Lewis, using
19 January, at the Methodist Centre,
a book by Hilary
Nicholson Square.
from the films
Ann Thanisch
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Prayer for World AIDS Day
World AIDS Day is on 1 December each year. It is an
opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight against
HIV, to show support for people living with HIV, and to
commemorate those who have died from an AIDS-related
illness. Each year in the UK, over 4,300 people are diagnosed
with HIV. Not everybody is equipped with the facts on how to
protect themselves and others, while stigma and discrimination
remain a life-changing reality for people living with HIV. 1 in 5
people living with HIV say that they have needed help with
loneliness and isolation. Nobody should feel or be alone because
of HIV. That’s why on World AIDS Day, people all around the
world will wear a red ribbon to stand in solidarity with people living with HIV,
to raise awareness, to help end new transmissions and end stigma. The
Church of Scotland HIV Programme supports partner projects around the
world and produces resources for use in congregations. These can be found at
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/world_mission/get_involved/
hiv_programme. The Church should be a place where people feel welcomed
and included.
Lord Jesus Christ,
You constantly included the excluded, showed compassion to those whom
others neglected or shunned, and offered love to the unloved.
On this World AIDS Day, help us to extend care and support to those who
live with HIV and AIDS.
May we affirm that all people are loved by You, welcomed by You and
valued by You.
Bless those who work to treat, support and accompany people living with
HIV and AIDS; those who labour to ensure their needs are not overlooked;
and those who speak out to challenge prejudice and discrimination.
We pray that the day will come when there are no more new infections, no
more lives lost unnecessarily, and no more futures blighted.
Lord of love, Lord of hope, hear our prayer.
Amen
Prayer provided by the Church of Scotland HIV Programme.
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Dates for your diary
December
Sun 1 Dec, 10.30am – Joint Communion service, first
Sunday in Advent at Reid Memorial
Sun 1 Dec – World AIDS Day see p. 12
Tue 3 Dec, 7pm – Presbytery meets Palmerston Place Church
Sun 8 Dec, 9.45am – Morning worship, second Sunday in Advent
Sun 8 Dec, 1pm – NCT carol singing in Nicolson Square see p. 3
Fri 13 Dec, 7.30pm – Dunedin Wind Band Concert see p. 13
Sun 15 Dec, 9.45am – Morning worship, third Sunday in Advent
Sat 21 & Sun 22 Dec, 2-4pm – Nativity exhibition in the church see p. 7
Sun 22 Dec, 9.45am – Morning worship, fourth Sunday in Advent
Sun 22 Dec, 6.30pm – Service of Lessons and Carols see p. 2
Tue 24 Dec, 11.15pm – Watchnight service at Craigmillar Park Church
Wed 25 Dec, 11.15am – Christmas morning service at Reid Memorial
Sun 29 Dec, 9.45am – Morning worship

January
Sun 5 Jan, 9.45am – Morning worship
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room
Sat 11 Jan, 11am-4pm – EDA stall at Morningside Makers Market see
p. 6
Sun 12 Jan, 9.45am – Morning worship
Sun 19 Jan, 9.45am – Morning worship
Sun 19 Jan, time TBC – service for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity Methodist Church, Nicolson Square, see p. 4
Sun 26 Jan, 9.45am – Morning worship

Coming up at the Retired Men’s Club…
6 Dec—Busby Berkeley, Peter Kendrick
13 Dec—Christmas Party with buffet and music
20 & 27 Dec—No meetings
3 Jan—Quiz Day, David Small
10 Jan—Angels and Hammermen, Alan Tulleth
17 Jan—Take It From Here, Jim & Bill
24 Jan—All Gill Entertains, Alan Gill
Fridays at 10.15am in the church hall. Coffee £2. Visitors welcome.

14

Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Dec 2019
1st

Joint Communion service at Reid Memorial

8th

Norman Weibye

Christopher McLeod

Ian Breadon

15th

Pauline Weibye

Norman Weibye

Gordon Braidwood

22nd

John Kelly

John Kelly

Julia Yarker

29th

Christopher McLeod

John Humphrey

Martin Given

5th

David Cargill

John Humphrey

Norman Weibye

12th

Ruth Longmuir

Christopher McLeod

Ian Breadon

19th

Elizabeth McLeod

John Humphrey

Julia Yarker

26th

Linsay Given Black

Christopher McLeod

Martin Given

Norman Weibye

John Kelly

Ian Breadon

Jan 2020

Feb 2020
2nd

Duties
1 December is Communion (joint service at Reid Memorial)
8 Dec – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773)
John Kelly, Alison Leslie, Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton, Katy Ruggeri,
Christine Sloan
15 & 22 December – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475)
Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye,
Julia Yarker, Colin Aitken
29 December & 5 January – Convener: Isobel Smith (667 6336)
Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, Brenda Humphrey,
John Humphrey, John Kelly
12 & 19 January – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
Alison Leslie, Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton, Katy Ruggeri, Christine Sloan,
Ann Thanisch
26 January & 2 February – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773)
Christine Thomson, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker,
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Who’s who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev Alex
McAspurren

0131 667 1623
amcaspurren@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer &
Christopher
Depute Session
McLeod
Clerk

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Julia Yarker

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational
Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

07766 888 644
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Church Website

www.craigmillar
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org
park.org

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 19 January.
Please send items to Ruth —
prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.

CPC is a registered Scottish charity,
16 Scottish Charity No: SC 017061

