
1 

 

 

 

News & views from Craigmillar Park Church, Edinburgh 
A worshipping and caring community, following Jesus Christ 

www.craigmillarpark.org 

No 479 February 2020 

“Will you come and follow me?” 

Words that form an invitation.  

Words that form the opening of a 

well-known song that’s in our 

hymnbook.  To what, though, are 

they an invitation?  Perhaps a 

journey?  Certainly to an adventure.  

Could they be something of a 

mystery? 

Life is full of invitations, some more 

obvious while others are more subtle 

in nature.  Invitations come in all 

shapes and sizes, and in many 

different forms; some we are 

minded to accept, while others we 

seek to avoid.  But what if the 

invitation is not to some fixed event 

but is much more open ended; what 

Letter from the minister 

Rev Alex McAspurren 
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if the invitation is not from a friend 

or relative or colleague but from the 

one through whom humanity was 

made? 

“Will you come and follow me” are 

more than the words of a song, they 

are an invitation to join in a life of 

wonder and possibility.  They are an 

invitation to step out of our 

comfortable places and explore a 

way of life that is beyond our 

understanding.  It is an invitation to 

a life that will, most likely, stretch us 

in ways we never considered.  It 

may also take us to places that we 

would rather not go. 

The invitation to each of us to follow 

Christ Jesus is one that comes in 

grace and compassion.  It is life 

transforming and life enriching.  It is 

a life we are called to share.  This 

year our congregation will be 

challenged to take up this invitation 

in new and diverse ways.  Over the 

next few years we will be answering 

the call of Jesus and learning to 

follow him, sharing our journey and 

discoveries with others as we go 

along.  We will be following him as 

he reaches out not just to us, but 

through us to our families, 

neighbours and communities.  It will 

be a time of challenge and change.  

It will be a time of growth and 

renewal, too. 

“Will you come and follow me?” is 

not an invitation to walk in a straight 

and simple path, but to join in the 

wondrous movement of the dance of 

life in God. 

Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will 

make you fishers of men.” 

Yours in Christ, 

    Alex. 

“Rise, take up 

your mat and 

walk,” is the 

theme chosen by 

the women of Zimbabwe who have 

written the service for 2020. This 

year the service is to be held in our 

church at 2.30pm on Friday 6 March. 

It is hoped that a good number of 

people will support this service; all 

will be most welcome. 

The associated Bible studies are to 

be held in 121 George Street at 

10.30am on Fridays 7 and 21 

February. Everyone is welcome to 

attend. 

Isabel Smith 

World Day of Prayer  
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Soup and Sandwich Lunch 

Church flowers rota 

Are you good at arranging 

flowers?  Would you like to 

take a turn at arranging the 

church flowers?  If so, please 

speak to Susan Penny and 

she can add you to the rota.   

The beautiful flowers in the 

church each week are 

purchased and arranged by a 

small number of people on 

a rota basis.  Donations for 

the purchase of the flowers 

are received from members 

of the congregation.  Thank 

you to everyone who 

contributes to this process and 

helps to decorate the church 

week after week.      

We have two meetings in February. 

Our meeting on the 11th has 

an old friend as the speaker; 

Helen Tew, who was our last 

locum.  Helen will be talking 

about The Butterfly Trust, a 

Cystic Fibrosis charity.  Do 

come along and join us, we 

are all looking forward to 

seeing her again and hearing 

what she has to say.   

Our second meeting in February is 

on the 25th when we have a 

speaker on Rabbie Burns, 

talking about his life, poems 

and songs. 

Everyone is always welcome 

at our meetings, so do come 

and join us at 2.15pm on 11 

and 25 February.  

Julia Yarker 

The Guild 

On 1 March we have a joint Communion Service and we are going to hold a 

Soup and Sandwich Lunch after the service.  Everyone is welcome to stay and 

join us for this meal.  We will be taking donations in aid of Motor Neurone 

Disease, a condition that is affecting a family in our congregation.  
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Ireland is much changed since I left 

Dublin in 1961.  Yes, the border is 

still an issue. Yes, the Catholic/

Protestant divide is 

still an issue.  But 

both have faded as 

the green grass of 

Old Ireland has 

been replaced with 

the rainbow colours 

of the New Ireland.  

Now, with the 

Northern Ireland 

Assembly 

reconvening and a 

general election 

being held in the 

Republic on 8 

February, we may 

see what this more 

colourful Ireland is 

made of.  

The big change 

began in 1973, 

when Britain and 

the Republic of 

Ireland joined what 

was to become the 

European Union.  

Since then, both 

economies have 

boomed - and bust 

in the banking crisis.  There were 

what we euphemistically call “the 

troubles.”  The Catholic Church lost 

much of its credibility because of the 

child abuse scandals and the 

Protestant parties in the North found 

themselves in a minority in the 

general election in December.    

Referendums and law reforms have 

confirmed deep changes in both the 

North and South.  The Catholic 

Church has lost its 

special mention in 

the constitution of 

the Republic. 

Abortion laws have 

been loosened. 

Same sex marriage 

is now accepted in 

both parts of 

Ireland.  The make-

up of the population 

is changing too. 

Many young Irish 

people have left to 

find jobs abroad, to 

be replaced by 

immigrants from 

Eastern Europe and 

further afield.   

The prime minister 

of the Republic, the 

Taoiseach, is a case 

in point.  Leo 

Varadkar is the son 

of an Indian doctor, 

the youngest ever 

Taoiseach (38) and 

the first openly gay 

leader in Ireland.  

His party, Fine Gael, is facing a 

tough challenge from the main 

opposition party, Fianna Fail, and 

Sinn Fein, the all-Ireland republican 

party. And, while Brexit and the 

North are big issues in the election 

campaign, the economy, housing 

and health care are also big issues, 

if not bigger ones.     

What would St Patrick say? 

Stained glass window in St Patrick’s 

Cathedral, Dublin  
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Does all this mean that Ireland has 

become a post-Christian society? 

Has secularism and disillusion with 

religion become the norm, as it has 

in Britain?  

Has St Patrick’s legacy finally run 

out?   Not quite.  In the latest 

census in the North in 2011 over 80 

per cent of people identified 

themselves as “Christian” – split 

equally between Protestants and 

Catholics. In the census in the South 

in 2016, 78 per cent identified 

themselves as “Catholic.”  Only 10 

per cent in both areas registered as 

“non-religious.”   

St Patrick may well take heart from 

these figures. But I’m sure he also 

realises that the New Ireland has a 

new form of religion in which 

spirituality is more important than 

doctrine.       

John Knox 

Sheila Ross has transferred her lines to Wilson Memorial Church, Portobello 

United Free Church of Scotland.  We wish her all the best in her new 

congregation.   

Congregational Register 

This year the churches in Newington 

Churches Together are going to 

provide collection and sorting points 

for the Methodist Church book sale 

in Nicolson Square in May. The idea 

is that members of each 

participating church will donate 

books in the preceding few months, 

bringing them to their own church. 

They will be stored and sorted there 

until they are delivered to the 

Methodist Church. 

Please remember this if you are 

clearing out your bookshelves.  

Books can be left at the back of the 

church.   

Ann Thanisch 

Preparing for Christian Aid Week 2020 
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Newington Churches Together:  

Lent groups 2020 

 Looking at Christianity through the works of CS Lewis 

Weekly discussion groups  

based on Hilary Brand’s book,  

Not A Tame Lion, with clips  

from the films Shadowlands  

and The Chronicles of Narnia:  

The Lion, the Witch, and  

the Wardrobe. 

 

26 February – 26 March 

 

All welcome.  

Groups will meet on: 

Wed, 11am - City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, Nicolson Square,  

      EH8 9BX 

Wed, 2pm - St Columba’s Church Hall, Upper Grey Street, EH9 1SN 

Wed, 7.30pm - 65 Lasswade Road, EH16 6SZ 

Thurs, 2.30pm - Priestfield Church, 2 Marchhall Place, EH16 5HW 

Thurs, 7.30pm - 27/1 Granby Road, EH16 5NP 

To buy the book (£5) and to book a place in a group please contact: 

Ann Thanisch - tel 0781 494 9468 / email annthanisch@gmail.com 
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Bible 2020 is a global movement reading  

God’s Word aloud across the world.  

Imagine a world-wide community speaking the words 

of the Bible together across towns, cities, and 

continents. Lives will be changed! 

Together we will read, speak, and hear the words of 

the Bible each day. 

Download the app or download the daily reading plan from  

https://bible2020.org/resources/  
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Moderator joins church 

leaders to call for end to 

Brexit bitterness 

Rt Rev Colin Sinclair has joined 10 

other church leaders from across the 

UK in signing a statement calling for 

an end to the bitterness and 

divisions of Brexit. 

“As Church 

leaders, we are 

united in 

wishing to seek 

God’s guidance 

and a sense of 

common 

purpose as we 

move from this 

chapter of the 

Brexit process 

into the next,” 

the statement 

says. 

“As Christians, we affirm our belief 

that all people are equally created in 

God’s image. Our country should be 

one that offers sanctuary to 

refugees and is intolerant of those 

who hate because of a person’s race 

or nationality. Both Leave and 

Remain campaigns agreed on this – 

we must now make it a reality. 

“The continuing challenges of the 

climate crisis, global inequality and 

conflict will require both resolve and 

close international cooperation to be 

addressed effectively.” 

The Church leaders have also sent a 

letter to European churches saying: 

“We greatly value the love and 

friendship of our sisters and brothers 

in other European churches, and 

have written to them publicly to 

assure them 

that these 

relationships 

will continue. 

“We also 

recognise that 

31 January will 

bring 

uncertainty and 

anxiety to 

many EU 

citizens living 

in the UK and 

British citizens 

living in the EU. Leaving the EU 

cannot mean abandoning our 

responsibilities towards these 

families.” 

The statement ends with a call to 

prayer for the future. 

“We pray for the people of the UK, 

for our leaders, and for the whole of 

Europe, as we mark this significant 

moment together.” 

News from the Church of Scotland 

Rt Rev Colin Sinclair. 

The text of the statement can be found on the Church of Scotland website as 

part of the full article: www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/

news/2020/moderator-joins-church-leaders-to-call-for-end-to-brexit-

bitterness 
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Prince William appointed as 

Lord High Commissioner to 

the 2020 General Assembly 

of the Church of Scotland 

Prince William has been appointed 

as the Lord High Commissioner to 

the 2020 General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland.  The Lord High 

Commissioner is the Sovereign's 

personal representative to the 

annual General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland. 

During General Assembly week from 

16 to 22 May 2020, Prince William 

will attend on behalf of the 

Sovereign.  He will make the 

opening and closing addresses to the 

Assembly, as well as carrying out 

official visits across Scotland. 

Last year, His Grace the Duke of 

Buccleuch attended the General 

Assembly as the Lord High 

Commissioner, serving in the role for 

the second time. 

Her Majesty The Queen came in 

person to the General Assembly in 

1969 and 2002.  Previous members 

of the Royal Family to be appointed 

to the role include HRH Prince 

Charles, HRH The Earl of Wessex 

and most recently HRH The Princess 

Royal in 2017. 

Rev Dr George Whyte, the Principal 

Clerk of the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland said: "We are 

honoured that her Majesty has 

appointed Prince William as Lord 

High Commissioner.  We look 

forward to welcoming His Royal 

Highness to the General Assembly." 

Thu 20 Feb 

Dundee 

11:00 to 16:00 

Free event  

Lunch provided 

Prince William will be the Lord High 

Commissioner at this year's General 

Assembly. Photo from Kensington Palace. 

Sacred Spaces 

A day conference 

exploring how we 

encounter different 

spaces and how they 

influence our worship 

practices and 

missional activity.   
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Coming up at the Retired Men’s Club… 

7 Feb—St Mary’s Music School 

14 Feb—Guiding in Edinburgh, Gary Ross 

21 Feb—Crammond; the 18th Century Village, Bill Weir  

28 Feb—Libya, Fred Daniels 

6 March—A Walk; Santiago de Compostela, Andrew Grant 

Fridays at 10.15am in the church hall.  Coffee £2.  Visitors welcome.  

February 

Sun 2 Feb, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Tue 4 Feb, 7pm – Presbytery meets Palmerston Place Church 

Fri 7 Feb, 10.30am – World Day of Prayer Bible Study 121 George Street  

Sun 9 Feb, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Thu 13 Feb, 7pm – Trustees Meeting followed by a Board Meeting 

Sun 16 Feb, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Thu 20 Feb, 11am-4pm – Sacred Spaces conference (see p. 9) 

Fri 21 Feb, 10.30am – World Day of Prayer Bible Study 121 George Street  

Sun 23 Feb, 9.45am – Morning worship 

 

March 

Sun 1 Mar, 10.30am – Joint Communion service, at Craigmillar Park 

Sun 1 Mar, 11.30am – Soup & Sandwich Lunch after the service (see p. 3) 

Wed 4 Mar, 7pm – Kirk Session meets in the Session Room 

Fri 6 Mar, 2.30pm – World Day of Prayer service in the church (see p. 2) 

Sun 8 Mar, 9.45am – Morning worship 

Fri 13 Mar – Scottish Night in the church hall 

Dates for your diary 
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2 February – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773) 

Christine Thomson, Norman Weibye, Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker,  
Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon 

9 & 16 February – Convener: Christopher McLeod (667 1475) 

Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, Brenda Humphrey, John Humphrey,  
John Kelly, Alison Leslie 

23 February & 8 March – Convener: Isabel Smith (667 6336) 

Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson, 
Pauline Weibye 

1 March is Communion (Joint service at CPC) 

Duties 

 Reader Sound Church Officer 

Feb 2020    

2nd Norman Weibye John Kelly Ian Breadon 

9th John Humphrey Norman Weibye Julia Yarker 

16th Ruth Longmuir John Kelly Martin Given 

23rd John Kelly Norman Weibye Gordon Braidwood 

Mar 2020    

1st Pauline Weibye John Kelly Norman Weibye 

8th Christopher McLeod John Humphrey Ian Breadon 

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 16 February. 

Please send items to Ruth —  

prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297. 
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CPC is a registered Scottish charity, Scottish Charity No: SC 017061 

Minister 
Rev Alex  
McAspurren 

0131 667 1623 
amcaspurren@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
0131 668 3545  
session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer &  
Depute Session 
Clerk 

Christopher 
McLeod 

0131 667 1475  
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Julia Yarker rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman  
Congregational 
Board 

John Kelly 
0131 663 2428   
board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  
organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Ruth Longmuir 
07754 952 297 
prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
07766 888 644 
lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Church Website 
www.craigmillar 
park.org 

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

Who’s who at Craigmillar Park Church 

Matthew 4:19  

Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” 


