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Letter from the minister
Rev Alex McAspurren
Dear Friends,
Ready for Action?
In recent months we have been
doing a lot of thinking, and talking,
about Mission. We’ve been asking
‘what it is’, as well as ‘what it may
look like’ in the context of our Parish
and our city. We have gathered lots
of information, and spoken with a
number of relevant people and
organisations. We have asked lots
of other questions, too; we have
even had some answers.
There
remains, it seems, just one more
question that we need to consider:
‘Are we ready?’ Are we ready to go
out and share the good news that
has been entrusted to us? Have we
prepared ourselves to go and do
this? We may have gathered the
statistics
and
demographic
information; we may have looked at
all the resources needed. Yet we

Are you ready?

have to ask if we have prepared
ourselves spiritually to go out and
share the Gospel.
On the 26th of last month many in
our land celebrated Ash Wednesday.
It marked the beginning of the
period of preparation for Easter, a
time sometimes known as ‘Lent’.
This time of waiting and preparation
is when the church can focus more
clearly on the life and work of Jesus,
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and all that he accomplished to draw
us back to God. The symbolic act of
clearing leaven (yeast) from homes
on Shrove Tuesday, and the
anointing with ashes that some
practise on the Wednesday, serve to
remind us of how we have distanced
ourselves from God, and how we are
to be penitent as we turn once more
to him. The relevance of this to
‘mission’ is that Lent is a time to
turn from our own wants and desires
to focus on the call of the Gospel
upon each life. It’s a time to reimmerse yourself in the story of
Jesus, and to seek to emulate his
values
and
practices.
This
refocussing, and re-evaluation is key
to our mission work.

we, as Christians and disciples, are
called to labour for it. Jesus makes
great promises to those who so do,
beginning with the original twelve
followers when he sent them out
into the world to heal it (Mark 6).
Such is a daunting challenge, yet we
do not go alone for Jesus is with us
by his Spirit (Matthew 28).
Over the time from now until the
great celebration of Easter, let us
prepare ourselves to go out and tell
the good news. Let us focus on the
words and works of Jesus, learning
from him how to share in his work.
Let us go forward in hope and trust
in the faith that he will turn to us
and say:
“Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you
in charge of many things. Come
and
share
your
master’s
happiness!”

Mission is about sharing the values
and actions of the Kingdom of God,
something we pray for each week in
the words of the ‘Lord’s Prayer’.
Whatever the good ideas or plans,
information or physical resources we
have, our mission will only be
successful if we focus on its true
purpose – the building of the
Kingdom of God.
Although it is
Jesus who truly builds this Kingdom,

(Matthew 25:21)
Let us get ready for mission.
Yours in Christ,

Alex.

World Day of Prayer
“Rise,
take
up
your
mat
and
walk,”
is
the
theme chosen by
the women of Zimbabwe who have
written the service for 2020. This

year the service is to be held in our
church at 2.30pm on Friday 6 March.
It is hoped that a good number of
people will support this service; all
will be most welcome.
Isabel Smith
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Mad as the March Hare
One of the first signs of spring is to
see frisky hares jumping wildly and
“boxing” with each other, dashing
off in all directions at 45mph. It’s
easy to laugh at them, as we do at
the Mad Hatter’s
Tea Party, when
Lewis
Carroll’s
March
Hare
entertains us with
his crazy mental
leaps.

are beginning
transgressions.

to

recognise

our

A book I read recently, “Wilding,” by
Isabella Tree, tells the story of her
farming family in Sussex which gave
up
industrialised
methods
of
agriculture in the
year 2000 and let
the farm go wild. It
just wasn’t making
a profit.
Twenty
years later, with no
ploughing and no
fertiliser,
their
cows and pigs forage among the regrowing scrubland and trees, the
quality of the soil has been restored
and the wildlife is flourishing. The
farm now makes money from small
scale meat production and ecotourism.

But we humans
have
a
“March
Hare”
tendency
too. We jump about and do
irresponsible things.
Take hares
themselves as an example.
We
have 135,000 mountain hares that
are native to Scotland’s high
moorland.
Gamekeepers want to
reduce their numbers because the
ticks they carry spread disease to
grouse. Conservationists say we’ll
soon have no hares left if we
continue to kill 26,000 of them every
year. Whether justified or not, the
balance of nature is being disturbed.
That’s not an unusual thing of
course, and that’s where the wider
problem lies.

Rewilding is now becoming more
fashionable
and
agricultural
subsidies are beginning to reflect
this, with more emphasis on
environmental improvements and
forestry. Instead of plundering the
Earth, we are starting to respect it.
Whether we can turn things around
in time depends on a whole list of
tough challenges. Can we become
more careful consumers, paying
more for our food and energy? Will
governments have the courage to
lead?
Can our scientists and
engineers come up with solutions?
And will we all become more aware
that we are temporary stewards of
God’s Earth and not March Hares at
a Mad Hatter’s tea party.
John Knox

Humans are unbalancing nature all
the
time.
We’re
filling
the
atmosphere with carbon dioxide 412 parts per million and rising fast.
We’re flooding the planet with plastic
and industrial waste. A quarter of all
plant and animal species are
threatened with extinction. Forests,
seas and soils are losing their
fertility. Our food is becoming less
nutritious. But at last, I think we
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Mission at Craigmillar Park, Reid Memorial &
Priestfield Churches
Latest plans & developments
Michael, Mission Development Worker for the three churches, will be very
happy to explain or discuss these and other initiatives at any time.
Open Doors at Craigmillar Park Church
From Easter Monday, 13 April, the church will be open each morning
Monday-Friday from 7.30 to 9, so that anyone can come in – for quiet time
& reflection, simply to see inside the church, or to seek advice or information.
It will serve to remind passers-by that the church is open to all & is an active
part of the community.
Volunteers – 2 or 3 each morning - will be required to be at the church while
it is open, as a discreet presence, to answer any questions, and as
appropriate to hand out fact sheets about the three churches, or ask visitors
to sign the visitor book. If you can come and take part – even just for one
morning a month, or once to try it out – please let Michael know?
Pop Up Café at Reid Memorial Church
On the first Friday of the month Reid Memorial will be running a café
providing hot and cold drinks and snacks, from 10am to noon. This is
starting on Friday 6 March.
Edinburgh Foodbank at Priestfield Church
Edinburgh Foodbank is now operating a foodbank for the Prestonfield and
South Newington areas at Priestfield church. This is additional to the
Edinburgh City Mission foodbank at Community Church, to which many of our
members contribute goods and time; it continues as before. If anyone is
interested in volunteering to help either foodbank provider in any way, please
speak to Michael.
Supporting dementia sufferers, their carers and their families
This is to be a major aspect of our mission in the community, helping other
organisations to meet the needs of the growing numbers of those affected,
directly or indirectly, by this illness. Aims are to reduce isolation, improve
spiritual well-being, and create a safe and welcoming environment.
To help start this initiative, there will be a talk by a member of Alzheimer
Scotland on how to make churches “dementia friendly” at Priestfield
Church, on Tuesday 10 March at 10am.
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Listening
We are exploring the possibility of offering a “listening service” across many
of our initiatives. This will require a cross congregation pool of accredited
trained volunteers. If you would like to be involved, please let Michael know;
he can add your name to a list of those wishing to be trained.
All these initiatives aim to activate and broaden our churches’ role
within the community, while giving the opportunity to strengthen
bonds of fellowship between the three congregations.
Hopefully we can all take part in them in some way.

Scottish Night
Friday 13 March, 7-10pm
Craigmillar Park Church
Entertainment & light refreshments
Tickets £5 available from Flora Paton

Stated Annual Meeting
Our Stated Annual Meeting will be
held after the service on Sunday 22
March 2020. To allow Alex to stay
for that meeting, pulpit supply is
being arranged for Reid Memorial
that morning. That means we can
start the service at 10.30 so we're
hoping that people who haven't
been able to manage the earlier
start might be able to join us again.
The Stated Annual Meeting itself is
usually quite short but I hope that
congregation
members
find
it

informative and useful. Christopher,
our Treasurer, will be explaining last
year's Accounts and this year's
budget, and I hope to give the usual
short report on our activities,
successes and challenges over the
last twelve months. We'll also be
reporting on Congregational Board
membership.
Please come along and join us for
worship and for the meeting.
Pauline
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Newington Churches Together:
Christian Aid Week 2020

This year the churches in Newington Churches Together are to be collection
and sorting points for the book sale in Christian Aid week at the City of
Edinburgh Methodist Church in Nicolson Square.
There are lots of ways you can help:



Bring books you would like to donate to church; there is a box for them
at the back beside the foodbank box.
PLEASE NOTE: NO DVDS, VIDEOS, MAGAZINES, OR MISC OTHER
EG. BOOKMARKS.
AUDIO BOOKS ARE WELCOMED.



Come to the fundraising coffee morning at City of Edinburgh Methodist
Church in Nicolson Square on Saturday 14 March, 10.30am-noon.




Help sort the books at Craigmillar Park w/c 27 April.





Help at the actual sale, Saturday 9 to Friday 15 May.

Help deliver the sorted books to Nicolson Square by car, Wednesday 6
to Friday 8 May.
Help clear up after the sale on Saturday 16 May.
Join the committee running the event; they are keen to include
members from a broader range of churches.

If you can help in any way please contact:



at Craigmillar Park Church, Ann Thanisch annthanisch@gmail.com,
0781 494 9468



at City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, Rachel Martin
rachelmartinatcowpits@gmail.com
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Emergency Appeal by Edinburgh Direct Aid
Winter storms worst yet for homeless Syrians
While we cope with miserable travel, floods, colds and flu in the British winter,
severe storms are creating unimaginable hardship for Syrians already
enduring dire conditions, as the war drags on into its tenth year. So many are
living in tents and makeshift shelters which are now enveloped in snow in sub
-zero temperatures, with access to vital supplies of heating oil, food and
medicines under threat. In north west Syria, hundreds of thousands of
civilians recently displaced by intense fighting in Idlib gather in such
conditions around the closed Turkish border. On the other side of the border
with Lebanon, tens of thousands of refugees in Arsal, which lies at an altitude
higher than Ben Nevis, contend with rising prices, road closures, and
diminishing access to aid. For all, the immediate issue is keeping the snow out
of the tents and getting enough food and heat for their families. Other
problems will follow – floods as the snows melt, increasing illness as immunity
lowers. And ever present is the fear and lack of hope as the war drags on.
Arsal,
February
2020.
From left
to
right:
Snow
encrusts a
shelter;
an
EDA
volunteer
delivers
heating
oil;
clearing
snow from
the
tent
roof.
Edinburgh Direct Aid (www.edinburghdirectaid.org / 0131 552 1545) is a
small Scottish charity (SC021007) of volunteers doing what they can to help
those in desperate need as a result of war or natural disaster. EDA is currently
sending supplies of clothes and blankets to Idlib and distributing heating oil
and food in Arsal, where it also provides more long-term support with
education and training.

Edinburgh Direct Aid is urgently appealing for financial donations
to support the refugees through their worst winter yet.
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Dates for your diary
March
Sun 1 Mar, 10.30am – Joint Communion service, at Craigmillar Park
Sun 1 Mar, 11.30am – Soup & Sandwich Lunch after the service
Tue 3 Mar, 7pm – Kirk Session meets in the Chapel *Note: change of
date*
Fri 6 Mar, 10am-noon – Pop up Café at Reid Memorial (see p. 7)
Fri 6 Mar, 2.30pm – World Day of Prayer service in the church (see p. 2)
Sat 7 Mar, 2-4pm – Think Global, Act Local; Local responses to climate
change Mayfield Salisbury Church (see p. 9)
Sun 8 Mar, 9.45am – Morning worship
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm – Edinburgh Churches Together AGM Harry Younger
Hall, Lochend Close EH8 8BL
Fri 13 Mar – Scottish Night in the church hall (see p. 5)
Sat 14 Mar, 10.30am-noon – Fundraising coffee morning for the
Christian Aid book sale City of Edinburgh Methodist Church (see p. 6)
Sun 15 Mar, 9.45am – Morning worship
Sun 22 Mar, 10.30am – Morning worship followed by Stated Annual
Meeting (see p. 5)
Sat 28 Mar, 10am-noon – Spring Fare at Reid Memorial with baking,
bric-à-brac, jewellery, plants, crafts & Fairtrade stalls
Sun 29 Mar, 9.45am – Morning worship
Tue 31 Mar, 7pm – Presbytery meets Palmerston Place Church

April
Sun 5 Apr, 9.45am – Morning worship for Palm Sunday
Mon 6-Fri 10 Apr, 7.45am – Holy Week services with breakfast
afterwards at CPC
Thu 9 Apr, 7.30pm – Joint Maundy Thursday service Reid Memorial
Fri 10 Apr, 7.30pm – Joint Good Friday service CPC
Sun 12 Apr, 9.45am – Morning worship for Easter Sunday

Urgent Foodbank Need
Donations urgently required are tins of peas, carrots, potatoes,
creamed rice, custard and fruit, UHT milk, shampoo, shaving cream
and deodorant.
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Prayer of thanksgiving
God of the wilderness, thank you for this season of Lent, for time set aside to
journey with you, to reflect, repent and return with broken hearts made
whole.
Thanks be to God.
As we mark International Women’s Day, we thank you for the women who
have given us life and cared for us, who have nurtured and inspired us, who
have challenged and changed us.
Thanks be to God.
For the many blessings in our lives of health, food and shelter, supportive
community and friends, of hope, faith and love born from above.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.
Prayer by Wendy Lloyd, Christian Aid Scotland

Reader

Sound

Church Officer

Mar 2020
1st

Pauline Weibye

John Kelly

Norman Weibye

8th

Christopher McLeod

John Humphrey

Ian Breadon

15th

David Cargill

Christopher McLeod

Julia Yarker

22nd

Linsay Given Black

Norman Weibye

Martin Given

29th

John Humphrey

John Kelly

Gordon Braidwood

Norman Weibye

John Humphrey

Ian Breadon

Apr 2020
5th

Duties
1 March is Communion (Joint service at CPC)
8 March – Convener: Isabel Smith (667 6336)
Ruth Longmuir, Flora Paton, Katy Ruggeri, Ann Thanisch, Christine Thomson,
Pauline Weibye
15 & 22 March – Convener: Sheena Stenhouse (667 4520)
Norman Weibye, Colin Aitken, Ian Breadon, Renate Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell,
Brenda Humphrey
29 March & 5 April – Convener: Gordon Braidwood (667 1773)
Julia Yarker, John Humphrey, John Kelly, Alison Leslie, Flora Paton, Katy Ruggeri
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Who’s who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev Alex
McAspurren

0131 667 1623
amcaspurren@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer &
Christopher
Depute Session
McLeod
Clerk

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Julia Yarker

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational
Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

07766 888 644
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Mission
Development
Worker

Michael
McMullin

07444 082 627

Church Website

www.craigmillar
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org
park.org

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 22 March.
Please send items to Ruth —
prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.

CPC is a registered Scottish charity,
12 Scottish Charity No: SC 017061

