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Letter from the minister
Rev Alex McAspurren

Dear friends,

Across our country, churches are
looking towards a time when they
may re-open their buildings for
people to gather for worship. In the
next month or so this is with a mind
to open for private prayer; later this
will be about resuming, in some
form, worship on the Lord’s Day.
For this to happen, lots of questions
must be asked and answered. Most
of these questions revolve around
‘what’ and ‘how’. Strangely, we do
not seem to be asking ‘why?’ Why
is it that we wish to re-open our
buildings? After all, if the church is
the people then why bother about
buildings?

Why?
The story goes something like this:
It was the early eighties, and one of
the exam boards had set the
following question in it’s A-level
Philosophy
paper
–
‘Why?’
Normally, they would have expected
several pages of reasonably argued
narrative that aimed to address the
question. One student, however, on
facing the question found his mind
go blank. So he answered it as best
as he could rather than leave the
answer booklet blank. His answer
was this, ‘Why not?’ His answer was
deemed to have fully addressed the
question, and to have done so
succinctly; it was also correct in
terms of both grammar and spelling.
The examiners had no choice but to
mark it at 100%. The following year
they changed the rules on the
length of answers.

There are many ways we could
attempt to answer the question of
‘why?’
The buildings provide a
focus; our sanctuaries provide an
element
of
identity;
corporate
worship spaces provide community
space. The list could go on. I would
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argue that there
is a better and
more
fundamental
answer to why
we should want
our buildings to
re-open, and it’s
for none of the
foregoing
reasons.
We
should want our
buildings to reopen, primarily,
that we may
gather to praise
God
together.
Time and again
throughout
scripture we find
that
we
are
called by God to worship him, to
exalt or lift His name on high. If the
psalmists are to be believed then

this would be
our
primary
purpose.
As we prepare
our buildings to
once again allow
us to gather let
us
keep
our
minds focussed
on our calling to
praise God.
I
believe that if
we keep this at
the forefront of
our
purposes
and actions then
the other things
we seek from
our building will
follow.
Yours in Christ,

Alex.

New donations scheme
You may have seen that the Church
of Scotland has launched an online
donations scheme; people can either
choose to donate to an individual
congregation or to the wider
church.
Any sums donated to a
congregation will be transferred to
that
congregation
by
the
Stewardship
and
Finance
Department.

congregation or a friend to the
Church who is moved to contribute
for the good of your community, it’s
a straightforward means to support
the Church in whichever way you
feel led.
The
link
to
the
website
is
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/
donate/ Please feel free to share
this on social media or with anyone
who might consider supporting the
church at a local or national level.

Whether you are a church member
who wants to continue to give your
regular offering to your own
2
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Garden Prayer Walk
Our church garden is looking lovely this year; we are very lucky to have such
talented and committed gardeners. It has also been fun to spot occasional
visitors to the garden, perhaps people taking a break in their daily exercise or
sometimes people waiting for a bus at the nearby stop. It’s good to see the
community use our resources even if we cannot yet be open for services.
Taking up an idea some other churches have introduced, we have set up a
small ‘prayer walk’ in the garden, for use by anyone who happens to be there.
There are five prayer posts, each with a Bible verse, a suggested activity, a
hint for a short personal reflection and a prayer. If you are passing, why not
try it out? Please maintain appropriate social distancing!
In your paths, Lord Jesus, we walk,
our hands in yours as you lead us forward,
in step, together,
open to you and your world
for your sake. Amen
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Hello from the choir
To all of our friends at Craigmillar
Park, we wanted to let you know
that the Church Choir and St.
Margaret's Singers are thinking of
you all very much.

singing outside in a wide open
space, when it is eventually safe to
do so. We promise to share our
experience with you when we do!
Until then, we hope that this
recording of our concert in June
2018 at the Canongate Kirk will
bring
some
smiles
and
fond
memories of familiar favourites. We
miss you all very much and sincerely
hope that you are staying safe and
well. With all our very best wishes to
you all from John Cranston, the
Church Choir and St. Margaret's
Singers.

Since lockdown, a number of us
have been meeting virtually on
Mondays (using Zoom on our
computers) to ensure that we stay
connected. Although we did try to
sing remotely at first, we learned
very quickly that it is not at all easy,
without
significant
technology
available. So, to keep our spirits
high in the meantime, we have
aspirations of socially distanced
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Thank you from Renate
Thank you to the many readers who
purchased Nitschewo, the book of
my father’s memoirs featured in the
last edition of Prism.
The total
raised so far is close to £250 with
more to come when I receive my
share from Amazon sales.
It’s
absolutely brilliant for Whitefoord
House.

who sent me a beautiful bouquet of
flowers. It arrived at a time when I
was feeling a bit low after having
recently been diagnosed with MDS.
The flowers are still bright and
colourful - summer in a vase.
Thank you again.
Renate Breadon

On a totally different subject, thank
you to the anonymous kind person

If you’d like to say hello to fellow members of the congregation
in the next edition of Prism, please get in touch with Ruth at
prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297

Hello from Kathleen
Hi there,

Or if anyone knows of a charity
needing face coverings then maybe
we could start our own team of Mask
Makers. I’m sure many of you will
have fabric of some sort waiting to
being used.

I hope everyone is well and
managing to find things to do during
this difficult lockdown period.
I have been spending some of my
time making facemasks for family
and friends. If anyone is in need of
any, I would be happy to make in
return for a small donation to Marie
Curie. They were a great support to
me during Alex’s illness.

Hopefully it’s not too long before we
meet again.
Kathleen Cockerell
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Recycling bottle tops
As you know, members of the
church have for some years been
bringing in plastic milk bottle tops to
raise funds for charity.

Sadly, this spring, my neighbour
died, and her flat is empty, so the
link with this project of many years
has been broken. So I would
gratefully thank everyone who has
contributed to it over the years,
apologise if you have been carefully
stockpiling the tops, and ask that
you do not bring them to the church,
when services resume.

At first it was Molly Longmuir who
passed them on to my neighbour,
whose daughter was married to the
minister of St Peter’s Church in
Galashiels, which serves as a
collection point for thousands of
bottle tops from all over the region.
At St Peter’s, volunteers sort out
those that can be delivered to the
CK Polymers processing facility in
Charlesfield, which recycles them
into outer sheathing for fibre optics
cables. All the payments made for
the plastic are used to fund palliative
care in the Scottish Borders.

See the Facebook page, “Borders
Bottletops for Charity” for more
details of the project. Bottle tops
can continue to be sent to the
project at this address: Bruce
Cottage, Abbotsford Road, Darnick,
Melrose TD6 9AH.
Ann Thanisch

Julia’s puppies
My Guide Dog puppy Baxter went
away on 23 June. He has gone
to the breeding centre to be
assessed as a stud dog.
In
return, I now have a German
Shepherd. His name is Rocky.
Hopefully , he will be able to join
us for services in the not too
distant future.
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Who’s who at Craigmillar Park Church
Minister

Rev Alex
McAspurren

0131 667 1623
amcaspurren@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Pauline Weibye

0131 668 3545
session@craigmillarpark.org

Treasurer &
Depute Session
Clerk

Christopher
McLeod

0131 667 1475
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org

Roll Keeper

Julia Yarker

rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org

Chairman
Congregational
Board

John Kelly

0131 663 2428
board@craigmillarpark.org

Organist

John Cranston

0131 664 7114
organist@craigmillarpark.org

Prism Editor

Ruth Longmuir

07754 952 297
prism@craigmillarpark.org

Hall Letting

Norman Weibye

07766 888 644
lettings@craigmillarpark.org

Mission
Development
Worker

Michael McMullin

07444 082 627

Church Website

www.craigmillar
park.org

webmaster@craigmillarpark.org

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 26 July.
Please send items to Ruth —
prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.
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