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Letter from the minister
Rev Alex McAspurren

Dear friends,

which we are more familiar. It isn’t
a journey to what we once regarded
as ‘normal’, but a pilgrimage to
something different.
In recent
weeks we’ve been able to go to the

On the move
This week will see our country take
another step on the journey from
lockdown to a way of living with
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shopping mall, have a haircut, or
even go out for a meal. The church,
though, seems to remain closed and
inactive. But that’s not the reality of
it. True, our buildings are mostly
closed yet the church has continued
to worship in the home of each
believer; it has come together
‘virtually’
via
the
wonder of modern
technology; and it has
quietly,
almost
invisibly, continued to
serve
the
wider
community.
If you
doubt this, speak with
those who work with
the foodbanks or the
homelessness projects
in our city. As we see
the commercial world
re-open for business,
we
naturally
ask
about
when
the
church
will
do
likewise.

choose to journey to something
new. That choice to journey is a
choice to become a pilgrim.
In
choosing the pilgrim way, we choose
a path that was taken by our
spiritual forefathers in scripture. We
see the pilgrim way in the choice of
Abram to leave Ur; we see it in the
wilderness journeys of
the Exodus; we see it
in
the
wandering
lifestyle of Jesus, and
in
the
missionary
journeys of Paul.

It is time for us
to deepen our
experience of
God. It is time
for us to
journey to
wherever God
is taking us
post-lockdown.

It
isn’t
just
the
believer who is a
pilgrim.
There is a
good argument to the
effect that we are a
pilgrim people of a
pilgrim God. After all,
as
the
Israelites
journeyed
in
the
wilderness, God went
with them.
He was
with Jesus, too, in his
wilderness
experiences. It is now time for the
people of God to become pilgrims
once more. It is time for us to
deepen our experience of God. It is
time for us to journey to wherever
God is taking us post-lockdown. It
is impossible to go back to a world
that is pre COVID-19, but it is
possible for us to evolve where we
are; it is still a journey of faith. It is
time for the church to be seen once
more as a people of faith. It is time
to move on.

The
church
hasn’t
stopped during lockdown, but it has
changed how it has done things. As
we journey out of lockdown we will
continue to change. This will not be
through revolution but through
evolution. The difference is that the
former
is
often
sudden
and
involuntary, while the latter is
gradual and a choice. We are free
to choose not to change, not to
evolve; we are free to endeavour to
go back to where and what we were
at the beginning of this year. The
danger with this is that we run the
risk of becoming stagnant.
We
could, however, choose to move on;
we could elect to evolve. We could

Yours in Christ,

Alex.
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Find support in prayer
Prayer can often help us through the
most difficult times. Church groups
across Scotland, including the Church
of Scotland, have been calling on
Christians to join together in prayer
every Sunday evening at 7pm. Those
prayers are available on the Church’s
website
at
https://
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/
prayers/prayer-and-worship-duringcovid-19. Also, there are daily prayers
are available on the Church’s Facebook
page, at www.facebook.com/churchofscotland.
For all that is good in life, thank you,
For the love of family and friends, thank you,
For the kindness of good neighbour and Samaritan stranger, thank you.
May those who are vulnerable, hungry or homeless, experience support,
May those who are sick, know healing,
May those who are anxious or bereaved, sense comfort.
Bless and guide political leaders and decision-makers, with wisdom,
Bless and guide health workers and key workers, with strength and wellbeing, bless and guide each one of us, as we adapt to a new way of living.
And may the light shining from our windows,
across road and wynd, glen and ben, kyle and isle,
be reflected in our hearts and hands and hopes.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Prayer garden
Many people have been enjoying the prayer walk in the church garden. It’s a
lovely, peaceful place for people of faith or no faith, to pause and reflect and
spend time with God. Available 24 hours a day, the well-presented walk is
easily accessible without the embarrassment of going into an unknown church
building. A big thank you to Pauline for putting it together.
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Worship in a post-lockdown kirk
The primary purpose of the people
of God is to glorify Him. We do this
mainly through thanksgiving and
praise, as well as through service.
As we continue our journey out of
lockdown we will soon be able to
meet once more as a congregation.
Once again we will be able to gather
on a Sunday morning to answer our
call together to glorify God. That’s
the good news. The bad news is
that the virus has not gone away,
and this means that restrictions
continue to be in place. This article
will look at those restrictions, and
how they will affect the worship we
offer.

music, however it will not be hymn
tunes or other singing items.

Bibles: these, along with
hymn books, have been removed
from the pews. Sharing books is an
effective way to spread disease,
hence their removal.
There will
continue to be readings from the
Bible at each service, though both
readers and members of the
congregation will have to bring their
own to church.

Singing: this may be the
greatest change that we will
experience. Many of you will have
read conflicting news reports about
the risks of virus spreading when
singing. Although the research, at
present,
is
inconclusive,
the
Government and the Kirk have
wisely chosen to be cautious in their
approach. This means that there
will be no singing. There will be

Socialising: you will not be
surprised to learn that there will be
no gatherings for tea or coffee after
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church. Rather, you are encouraged
to leave immediately after the
conclusion of the service. You will
be aware that pubs and restaurants
are allowed to open, however the
church is covered by different
guidelines from those businesses.

you wear an appropriate face
covering when coming to church.
With all of these apparent negatives,
what remains of worship? What will
we be doing when we gather?
Services will take the form of
Morning Prayer. There will continue
to be the reading of scripture; there
will be music for reflection; and
there will be a short meditation upon
one of the readings. This should last
around 30-35 minutes.
We will also be continuing to
produce material for posting on our
webpage.

Numbers: we continue to
be obliged to engage in social
distancing, meaning there will be a
cap on the total number who may
attend. Additionally, there will be an
absolute cap on attendance of 50;
this is set by the Government.

We realise that these services are
not what we are used to nor what
we would desire.
They are,
however, a positive step on the
journey.

Alex.
Masks:
at the time of
writing these are not mandatory,
though we are recommending that
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News from the Church of Scotland
A renowned physicist known as
the Pope’s astronomer has said
that science comes out of
“religious experience”.

the Big Bang theory of the origin of
the universe.
“The world is not chaotic but made
in orderly fashion, as orderly as
night follows day as follows night,”
said the Jesuit brother. “The God of
Scripture, the one who was there at
the beginning, is a God who is
outside of space and time, what we
call transcendent – supernatural.
God maintains the existence of the
universe, a universe which operates
under laws that God created.”

Brother Guy Consolmagno said it is
“no coincidence” that discoveries
have been made by Christians, Jews
and Muslims who have studied the
word of God. The director of the
Vatican Observatory discusses the
compatibility between science and
religion in the latest episode of the
“It’s a Fair Question” series with the
Moderator of the General Assembly,
Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair. You can view
their conversation on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YXw15ZZlFj4.

This
year
marks
the
50th
anniversary of the establishment of
the Church’s Society, Religion and
Technology Project (SRT). You can
see
their
website
at
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/speak
-out/science-and-technology.
Known originally as ‘the Advisory
Group’, it aims to help the Kirk to
engage with ethical issues in science
and technology, and to bring a
Christian perspective to discussions
which
are
often
controversial.
Reports on topics as varied as
genetic engineering, end of life
issues, surveillance, and energy and
fuel poverty have helped the Church
form policies regarding many of the
most important issues of our time.

Mr Consolmagno, an American
research astronomer, worked at
Harvard
University
and
Massachusetts
Institute
of
Technology in the USA before joining
the Jesuit religious order. He said
religion gives him the reason to
practice science and the joy of doing
so is the “evidence of the presence
of God”.
The physicist, who is based in
Tucson in Arizona, said it was
Catholic priest, Georges Lemaître,
who first proposed what is known as

Congregation donates £5,000 to
buy laptops for pupils.

Chromebook laptops for pupils.
Banchory West Church members
raised the sum in just 12 days to
help youngsters without access to
technology engage with online
lessons from their homes.

An
Aberdeenshire
church
has
donated more than £5,000 to a
secondary
school
to
buy
6
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Minister, Rev Tony Stephen, said
staff at Banchory Academy were
“taken aback” when the cheque was
handed over which will cover the
cost of at least 18 machines. He
said
members
were
very
enthusiastic about providing young
people with “practical” help during
the Coronavirus lockdown which has
led to school closures.

“So
we
discussed
it
as
a
congregation and everyone agreed
that the most practical thing that we
could do was donate money to the
school to buy Chromebook laptops
which are apparently very effective.”
Mr Stephen, who is a chaplain at the
school, said the idea caught people’s
imagination.
“Everyone wanted to help because
young people in our community are
a priority for us,” he explained.
“When we handed over the cheque,
the staff were absolutely taken
aback and said it will make a huge
difference to kids who might
struggle otherwise.”

Mr Stephen said: “We always want
to help Banchory Academy as the
teachers and staff support young
people in our community.
“As soon as lockdown started we got
in touch to ask what we could do
and the head teacher Judith Wight
told us that there were kids
struggling to access online learning
and a lack of equipment was the
biggest barrier.

Mr Stephen said donations were still
coming in and would be passed to
the school in due course.

General Assembly 2020
As you may know, the Church
cancelled its General Assembly this
year because of the coronavirus
epidemic. However, it has recently
been announced that an online
General Assembly will be held on 2
and 3 October 2020 so that urgent
business can be taken and decisions
made. Information will be published
nearer the time on how this will
work but it should be possible for
anyone with internet access to view
the
proceedings.
I
am
a
commissioner this year so will take

careful notes and report back in due
course. It should be an interesting
experience!
Pauline Weibye
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The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Friday 28 August.
Please send items to Ruth —
prism@craigmillarpark.org or 07754 952 297.
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