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As many of you will know, our minister, Alex, has 
been unwell and has been signed off work by his 
GP.  He is doing well and I know he very much ap-
preciates the thoughts and prayers of all in the con-
gregation.  We are not sure yet when he will be 
able to return to work but, in the meantime, we are 
enormously grateful to the various ministers and 
Readers who are leading worship for us and provid-
ing urgent pastoral cover.  If you need a minister 
urgently, do just contact your elder (or me) and we 
will put you in touch with the right person.   

“When April steps aside for May,  

like diamonds all the rain-drops glisten”  

May is usually a beautiful month here in Edinburgh 
although I admit that, this year, it has been some-
what damp.  I have still enjoyed my socially-
distanced walks around Edinburgh.  I have, howev-
er, missed seeing, hearing and sometimes sharing 
in the buzz of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland.   

Assembly Decisions and 

how they affect us 

The Assembly’s decisions may seem remote to local 
congregations but, as Alex has mentioned on a 
number of occasions, this year’s main decisions 
look to have a profound impact on all of us.  The 
Church has serious financial challenges and is also 
battling a rapid decline in the number of Ministers 
of Word and Sacrament.  As I write this piece, the 
Assembly has just taken a decision to limit the 
number of ministries (which includes Mission Devel-
opment posts) to just 600.  Targets have been set 
for each presbytery: in Edinburgh, we are to reduce 
the number of ministries from 78.2 to 48.5, by 
2025.   

 

A number of other measures are also to be taken, 
such as suspending all vacancies unless they are 
very close to calling a new minister.  Change is in-
evitable and it will affect all congregations although 
we do not yet know what the changes will be for 
Craigmillar Park and our neighbouring churches.  
Presbytery’s Strategy Team will be considering 
these matters urgently over the next few weeks 
and hopes to update Presbytery and congregations 
over the summer.  The new plan for Edinburgh will 
have to be completed by the end of 2022 so there 
is still time for careful consideration and consulta-
tion.   

Don’t despair: God is with us 

Please don’t despair.  Our denomination has gone 
through significant changes in previous times – just 
think of the Disruption in 1843 and the healing of 
some of those wounds with the various reunions in 
the 20th century.  As I said in our online worship 
service for Pentecost, God is doing a new thing 
here in Scotland.   

With the support, encouragement and confidence of 
the Holy Spirit, we can make the most of the 
changes that are coming and endeavour to ensure 
that, however we are grouped and organised, the 
vital work of God’s mission and our witness can 
continue.   

Please pray for those charged with implementing 
these changes and please support our minister and 
Michael, our Mission Development Worker, as they 
face a period of uncertainty.   

With every blessing 

Pauline 
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A Few of My Favourite Things  

Continuing our series, John Humphrey, who came up with the idea for this feature, shares three of 
the things that he loves.  

Members of the congregation are asked to share a few of their favourite things: the constant is the 

hymn but otherwise it is quite free form – you can choose a painting or city or graphic novel.   

As long as you choose three things, the world is your oyster. 

Linsay 

Editor 

My three choices were very easy, as they have 

been part of my life for more years than I care to 

remember. 

Hymn 

With the Headmaster of my boys school being 

Captain of his local Boys Brigade Company, it was 

no surprise that “Will Your Anchor Hold” had been 

adopted as the school anthem, and it is still a fa-

vourite of mine today. 

The hymn suggests that personal stability can on-

ly come from the right foundation, which I guess 

is what the schoolmasters tried to instil into 400 

pupils on a daily basis. “When the strong tides lift 

and the cables strain, will your anchor drift or firm 

remain.” – It’s a belter! 

Book 

Published over 100 years ago (1908) by Edin-

burgh author Kenneth Grahame, “The Wind in the 

Willows” became a favourite of mine when I first 

picked it up around nine or ten years old. I was 

thoroughly captivated from the first page “Spring 

was moving in the air above and in the earth be-

low and around him.” 

Grahame based his characters on people he knew 

in real life. Quiet Mole, streetwise Ratty, irascible 

Badger and pompous Toad.  

I’m sure we can all identify these characters as 

people we know today, but perhaps we should 

keep those thoughts to ourselves. “Poop, poop” 

Music Album 

I was aware of a young American songwriter in 

the 60s writing songs for Aretha Franklin, Dusty 

Springfield and the Shirelles, and whose songs the 

Beatles were recording. 

But, when Carole King’s “Tapestry” was launched 

in 1971, I became an immediate convert to her 

music, and I still have the original vinyl album. 

The album spent 15 weeks at No 1 and remained 

in the charts for almost six years, becoming the 

best selling album by a female singer for a quarter 

of a century. 

If you enjoy good music, and great lyrics, I would 

thoroughly recommend you give it a play. 
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Throughout the pandemic and lockdown the food-

bank we support at King’s Hall has been busy 

supporting clients in dire situations.  

I have been helping at the Foodbank and with 

regular donations from members of our church we 

have been supplying regular quantities of fresh 

food. 

Our donations are still very much needed and I 

would like to very much thank those members 

who have been donating money to this cause.  

The Foodbank would also at this time be very 

grateful for donations of sturdy plastic carrier 

bags; if you leave them at the back of the church, 

I will take them down to King’s Hall 

There is at present an appeal to buy a van to 

transport food from their storehouse in Sighthill 

Please visit  

https://www.edinburghcitymission.org.uk/give/ 

for more details if you are interested in contrib-

uting.  

Finally, if you know someone who speaks Polish  

and might be willing to be a volunteer please let  

me know.  

Thank you again for your generosity 

Julia Yarker 

Newington Churches Together 
An update of activities with our fellow churches in the Newington area 

PROSPECT is looking for volunteers to help at 

their monthly meetings, when they re-open after 

closing during the Covid lockdown.  

PROSPECT is a group of people with learning disa-

bilities who enjoy time together each month, with 

worship, re-enacting Bible stories, singing, craft, 

prayer and refreshments.  

See  https://www.cce.community/what-we-do/

beyond/prospects/ or call Community Church on 

0131 466 8660 for more details. 

The artists Peter and Heidi Gardner will be creat-

ing an installation on the grass beside the church 

path on the West Mayfield side, for three weeks in 

June. 

It is called ‘Hope Glimmers’, created with themes 

in mind of rebirth and renewal to unite the con-

gregation and community in faith in the resurrec-

tion of Jesus and hope that we may be emerging 

from COVID-19.  

For other examples of their work, see https://
www.gardnerandgardner.co.uk/   

 

Foodbank + 
(at Community Church King’s Hall) 

Prospect 
(at Community Church King’s Hall) 

Mayfield Salisbury Church Art Installation 
7th - 28th June 

https://www.cce.community/what-we-do/beyond/prospects/
https://www.cce.community/what-we-do/beyond/prospects/
https://www.gardnerandgardner.co.uk/
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In this “staycation” summer many of us will be 
heading for the hills.  I know I will.  As I write, I’m 
planning a camping trip to the “Fannichs”, a group 
of Munros south of Ullapool.  Walking is a great 
spiritual refresher.  It simplifies life down to just 
putting one foot in front of the other and appreci-
ating the things that are immediately around you.  
It makes us realise God has created a wonderful 
world and we are lucky to be part of it. 

I cannot wax lyrical about the hills like John Muir 
or Nan Shepherd or Hamish Brown, who was first 
to complete a continuous round of the 282 Munros 
in 1974. I just know I like the adventure of being 
out in the open air and not knowing whether I’ll 
get to the summit cairn or not.  And I enjoy meet-
ing people along the way, an increasing number of 
people.  There are an estimated 4 million trips a 
year to the Scottish hills, and it’s big business, 
worth £1.26bn to the local economy. 

Sir Hugh Munro 

The man who started the Munro-bagging business 
was, of course, Sir Hugh Munro from Kirriemuir, 
who listed all the mountains over 3,000ft in 1891. 
He climbed all but two of them before he died of 
influenza while serving at a Red Cross field kitch-
en in France at the end of the First World War.   

Of more interest to us in Edinburgh is the man 
who is credited with the first complete round of 

the Munros, Rev A E Robertson.  He was an assis-
tant minister in Edinburgh and Musselburgh, be-
fore being appointed minister of   Braes of Ran-
noch church and later Chaplain at the Astley Ains-
ley Hospital.   

Rev A E Robertson 

In September 1901 he reached the top of his last 
Munro, Meall Dearg on the Aonach Eagach ridge in 
Glencoe, accompanied by his wife Kate and his 
good friend Sandy Moncrief. “Sandy made me kiss 
the cairn and then my wife,” he records in the dia-
ries, now in the National Library. 

There is still a little doubt over whether he 
climbed Ben Wyvis. “…as I did not want to get 
soaked, I turned,” he says enigmatically in his di-
ary.  And neither he nor Sir Hugh climbed the no-
torious Inaccessible Pinnacle in Skye, since they 
both thought the adjacent top was higher. But he 
pioneered a route up Tower Ridge on Ben Nevis, 
surviving a lightning strike, and eventually be-
came President of the Scottish Mountaineer Club 
and the Rights of Way Society.        

Archie Robertson was indeed one of the founding 
fathers of Scottish hill-walking. And some 6,000 
people have now completed full rounds of the 
Munros.  Helen Strachan, a scientist from 
Bathgate, has actually done them ten times !  I 
shall probably never climb them all but I rejoice in 
the fact that they are there and stand ready to 
restore my spirits when I am down.  

I TO THE HILLS …..  
Our regular column from congregational member John Knox 
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Who’s Who at Craigmillar Park 

Minister Rev Alex McAspurren 
For Pastoral Care during our Minister’s 

illness please contact our Session Clerk 

Session Clerk Pauline Weibye 
07799 716 150  
session@craigmillarpark.org 

Treasurer & De-

pute Session 

Clerk 

Christopher McLeod 
0131 667 1475  
treasurer@craigmillarpark.org   

Roll Keeper Julia Yarker rollkeeper@craigmillarpark.org   

Chairman Con-

gregational 

Board 

John Kelly 
0131 663 2428   
board@craigmillarpark.org 

Organist John Cranston 
0131 664 7114  
organist@craigmillarpark.org 

Prism Editor Linsay Given Black 
0131 667 2849 
prism@craigmillarpark.org 

Hall Letting Norman Weibye 
07766 888 644 
lettings@craigmillarpark.org 

Mission Devel-

opment Worker  
Michael McMullin 07444 082 627  

Church Website 
www.craigmillarpark.

org  
webmaster@craigmillarpark.org 

 Reader Church Officer 

June 2021   

6th Linsay Given Black Julia Yarker 

13th Norman Weibye Gordon Braidwood 

20th Christopher McLeod Sam Breadon 

27th Pauline Weibye Martin Given Black 

July 2021   

4th Chloe Black Julia Yarker 

11th John Humphrey Gordon Braidwood 

18th Alison Leslie Sam Breadon 

25th John Kelly Martin Given Black 

Rota for June and July 

http://www.craigmillarpark.org
http://www.craigmillarpark.org
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June 2021  

6th 
Gordon Braidwood (convener), Colin Aitken, Sam Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, Linsay 
Given Black 

13th Gordon Braidwood (convener), John Humphrey, John Kelly, Alison Leslie, Flora Paton 

20th Christopher McLeod (convener), John Humphrey, John Kelly, Alison Leslie, Flora Paton 

27th 
Christopher McLeod (convener), Ann Thanisch, Pauline Weibye, Julia Yarker, Colin Ait-
ken 

July 2021  

4th 
Sheena Stenhouse (convener), Flora Paton, Ann Thanisch, Pauline Weibye, Julia 
Yarker 

11th 
Sheena Stenhouse (convener), Colin Aitken, Sam Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, Linsay 
Given Black  

18th 
Gordon Braidwood (convener), Colin Aitken, Sam Breadon, Kathleen Cockerell, Linsay 
Given Black  

25th Gordon Braidwood (convener), John Humphrey, John Kelly, Alison Leslie, Flora Paton  

Stewarding 

The deadline for the next edition of Prism is Sunday 27th June. 

Please send items to Linsay — prism@craigmillarpark.org or 0131 667 2849. 

Afterthought: we have been here before 

We seem to be facing dark days in our local 

church community; within the Church of Scotland 

and in the wider Universal Church.   

Is our church going to die? At this point I find 

comfort in the historical analysis of the Roman 

Catholic writer and lay theologian G.K. Chesterton 

in his book “The Everlasting Man” Part 2; Chapter 

6: 

“Christendom has had a series of revolutions and 

in each one of them Christianity has died. Christi-

anity has died many times and risen again; for it 

had a God who knew the way out of the grave.” 

“This is the final fact, and it is the most extraordi-

nary of all. The faith has not only often died but it 

has often died of old age. It has not only been 

often killed but it has often died a natural death; 

in the sense of coming to a natural and necessary 

end. It is obvious that it has survived the most 

savage and the most universal persecutions from 

the shock of the Diocletian fury to the shock of 

the French Revolution. But it has a more strange 

and even a more weird tenacity; it has survived 

not only war but peace.”. “ 

So we approach a moment perhaps of necessary 

end, perhaps of resurrection: which is terrifying, 

an unknown future. Perhaps we should look at it 

as our Church being born again through the Spir-

it.  

God Bless:  

The RC Beadle 

`Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.' Matthew 24 vs 35 

We report the sad news of the death of Sandra Lamb, a long-time member and elder of this con-

gregation.  Sandra had been ill for some time and unable to attend church but we remember her 

fondly.  She was a nursery teacher, ending as a headteacher, and always particularly supportive of 

the young people in the congregation including the uniformed organisations.  She acted as prayer 

coordinator for a number of years.  We have conveyed our thoughts and prayers to her family.  


